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Prognoflics of the Weather, independent of the Barometer, 



By THOMAS BEST. 



As in fucceflive courfe thfc feafons roll, 

So circling plcafurcs recreate the foul ; 

When genial fpring a living warmth beftows, 

And o'er the year her verdant mantle throws, 

No fwelling inundation hides the grounds, 

But cryllal currents glide within their bounds ; 

The finny brood their wonted haunts forfake, 

Float in the fun, and ikim along the lake; 

With frequent leap they range the (hallow ftreams, 

Their lllver coats refleft the dazzling beams. ^ 

Now let the Filherroan his toils prepare, ^ 

And arm himfelf with cv'ry wat'ry fnare j 

His hooks, his lines pcrufe, with caVeful eye, 

Increafe his tackle, and his rod re-tie. GAY. 
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TCHTHYOLOGY, or a defcription of 
^ fiflies, and the various Methods for 
taking them by the art of angling, has- 
been treated on by many excelFent au- 
thors, and in a very fcientific manner : 
but, in general, their works abound with 
fo much prolixity and tautology, that al- 
though they may benefit the young an- 
frier, yex they burthen his jnempry, and 
ead liim into an inextricable labyrinth. 
In the following Treatife, which is found- 
ed on aftual experience, and with com- 
pilations from the bcft authors who have 
written on that fubjeft, I have care- 
fully avoided making any unneceffary 
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repetitions, and have laid the whole out 
in fo plain and familiar a method, that the 
loweu capacity muft comprehend it; and, 
as it is of a very fmall compafs, the 
Angler may ufe it as a Vade Mecum,and, 
whenever he is at a lofs, inftantly make 
a reference. The lift of flies, in the Se- 
cond Part, which is undoubtedly the heft 
now extar^t; I-.arpj indebted^.to the inge- 
nious Mi.yCiUon fVf/th^vf)eft fly-fiftier 
that ever wa^jvnor;do I^felieve that there 
will ever be-^helb^!*,->iA: Jtmik aut fe- 
cundum. ^\i /Kesi -X^ithJ fome little de- 
viation, I have Been* ecjtially fuccefsful 
vith; as well in foi^thcin as rforihem 
rivers ; and therefore they m.ay truly be 
deemed, the ft^ndard for artifieicil fly- 

Jtijhing. 

Were I to launch out into the praife 
of angling, its antiquity, and the noble 
perfonages who now profefs, and have 
profefTed themfelves lovers of that plea- 
lant recreation, it would require a trea- 
tife of itfelf to perform it in : therefore, 
I can here only fay, that it undoubtedly 
is the moft rational, innocent, and enter- 
taining amufement that exifts ; neither 
hurting families by the ex peaces which 

attend 
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attend it (as maiiy other fports do) nor 
running the profeflbr of it into any kind 
of danger whatever ; but affords him a 
pleafing relaxation, opens to him all the 
beauties of the univerfe, and alienates 
his mind from a turbulent and noify 
world ; foothes it in all its inquietudes, 
and renders it (on account of its retire- 
ment) fit to partake of another ftate ; 
which,, neither the fury of a mad mul- 
titude^ nor all devouring time, can pof- 
fibly make any impreihon on. The 
variety alfo that attends it, adds very 
much to render it more pleafant and 
agreeable, and, as an Angler cannot al- 
ways expeft to have good fport, he may^ 
if he is poffeflfed of a happy genius, 
by viewing the luxuriant, works of the 
creation, make ample amends for that 
deficiency. 

The following pifturefque lines repre- 
fent the Angler in a mofl defirable 
fituation: 



In genial fpring, beneath the q^uiv'ring (hade, 
Where cooling vapours lareathe along the mead,, 

A3 The 



( Yi ) 

The patient fiiher takes his filent ftand. 
Intent, his angle trembling in his hand ; 
With looks unmov'd he hopes the fcaly breed, 
And eyes the dancing cork and bending reed. 
Our plenteous ftreams a various race fupply, 
The bright-ey'd perch, with fins of Tyrian dye, 
The filver eel, in (hining volumes rolKd, 
The yellow carp, in fcales be-dropp'd with gold, 
Swift trputs, diverfify'd with crimfon ftains. 
And pikes, the tyrants of the wat'ry plains. 

Pope's Windfof Forefi. 
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PREFACE 



TO THP SECOND pDITION. 



THEfavourable reception which the Firft 
Edition of this Treatife met with from 
the Public, and the good chara6ler which the 
Reviewers' favoured it with, encouraged the 
Author to publKh a Second Edition, which, 
the reader will find much enlarged, and the 
author hopes much improved; and where the 
typographical errors, that unfortunately oc- 
curred in the firft, are totally expunged, and 
carefully correQed. 

The principal additions in this impreffion 
are a fecond lift of very killivg flies, the 
gamt laws relative to angling, and progno files 
oj the weather, independent of the barometer • 
the laft of thefe, I have exiraaed from the 
beft authors who have written on that fub- 
jeft, and have taken care not to intrude 
upon the Reader any idle, or fanciful obfer- 
vations, but have given him rules that have 
been eftablifhed for centuries, and which are" 
founded on the ftriaeft philofophical princi- 
ples ; therefore, I think, they cannot fail of 
proving equally acceptable, as well to the 
nuipanaman as the angler* 
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The art of angling is looked upon by 
many, as art infipid, and dull recreation ; 
but it only appears fo to thofe, whofe hearts 
are rivettedto the tumultuous pleafures of 
life, who have no tafte for the charms of 
folitude, nor the calm meditation of retire- 
ment. To thofe who defpife the vanity of 
the world, wh^ are never fo little alone as 
when alone, and who delight in the contem- 
plation of virtue, this proves a moft accep- 
,tabie relaxation; for,, befides the pleafing 
variety with which it abounds, the beauties 
of nature fill the mind with wonder and ad-'' 
miration, and tranquillity and peace are it& 
conftant attendants. 

Tiiere are many who will ridicule the 
idea of a treatife being written on this fub« 
jett; but let thofe who do fo recolleft, ttat 
every man has his hobby hor[e\ as well as mjr 
uncle Toby. 
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ADVERTISE- 



ADVERTISEMENT 



TO THE THIRD EDITION, 



THE quick run whfch this little Treatife has had 
through Two Editions, induces the Author to 
hope that a Third will be as candidly received by the 
Public in general: He, therefore, offers them one, 
interfperfed with fome recent obfervations, and in 
which many redundancies jmd unneceffary parts, 
that occurred here and there in the former editions, 
are carefully expunged, It is with great pleafure the 

Author oblerves many Noblemen and Gentlemdn 
take a. delight in this pleafin^ recreation ; if his en- 
acdvoufs, towards inGF^fif>g their paftime, pie<?t witt 
approbation, it will be a fufficient coropenfation for 
the pains he has taken in the prefent and former 
Editions of this little compendium, 

T. B. 
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CHAP. L 



A Defcription ofFiJkes^ according to iJ^lural Hi/lory ^ 
with tke btjl Methods ^breeding, feeding, Csc. 

FSHE9 in nataral hiftoiy are animals that live in 
the water^ as their proper place of abode. Na- 
turaiifls obferve a world of wifdom andjefign in the 
ftrufture" of fifties, and their conformation to the ele- 
ment they refide in. > 

Their bodies are clothed and guarded in the beft 
manner, with fcales or Iheils, fuitable to their refpec^ 
^ 'tivc circumftances, the dangers they are expofed to, 
and the motion and bufinefs ih^y are to perforin. 
The centre of gravity is placed in the fitteft part 
^ t)f the body for fwimming, and their fliape moll com* 
modious for making way through the water, and moft 
afgreeable to geometrical rules. 
. They have feveral parts peculiar to themfelves ; as 
fins, to balance and keep them upright; an air blad- 
der, or fwim, to enable them to rife or fink to any 
height or depth of water, at pleafure ; gills^ or bran-^ 
ckict, wherei)y they refpire, as land animals do by 
longs ; the tail, an inftrument of progreflive motion^ 
- which ferves to row them forward ; eyes peculiarly- 
formed to enable them to correfpond to all the con- 
vergencies and divergencies of rays, which the varia- 
tions of the, watery medium, and the refra£lions 
thereof may occafion, in which refpe£l they bear a near 
rcfemblancc to birds. 

Fifhes are diftinguiftied into fea, or fait water fiCh , 
pyics tnarini; as th^ whale, herring, mackarel, f&c; 
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2 A CONCISE TREATISE ON 

river or frefli water fi(h, pifces fluviaUs \ as the pike, 
trout, &c. ; and pond or lake filh : as the carp, tench, 
&c. tS which may be added, others which abide in- 
difFeren'tly in frefh water, or fait; as falmon, (had- 
iifli, &c. 

There are alfo an amphibious kind, which live in- 
differently on land or water; as the caftor, otter, 
&c. 

Ariftotle, and after him JMr. Willoughby, raore 
accurately diftinguilh Jijhes into cetaceous, caftili^ 
ganous^ and fpinous. 

The cetaceous kind, called alfo bellua marina^ have 
lungs, and breathe like quadrupedes ; they copulate 
alfo like them, and conceive and bring forth their 
young alive, whicE they afterwards fuckle with their 
mrlk. 

The cartiliganous fort are produced from large 
eggsjjike birds; which are alfo excluded the womb. 
Tike thofe of birds. 

The fpinous kind are alfo oviparous ; but their eggs 
are fmalier, and they have fpinas up and down' their 
fleth to Hrengthen it. 

Willoughby thinks it would be yet more proper to 
divide Jijhes into fuch as breathe with lungs^ and fuch 
as breathe with gills; and then to fubdivide thofe 
that breathe witn gills, not into cartiliganous and 
ipinous, but into viviparous ^nd ovapirous. 

The viviparous kind, that breathe with gills, he 
fubdivides into loag; fuch as« the ^^W and canes, or 
fh arks and dog Jijn: and broad; fuch as the pafti- 
naca, raja, &c. '&c. the fubdivifions.of each whereof 
he gives in his chapter ot cartiliganous Jijhes in 
general. 

The oviparous kind, that breathe with gills, are the 
moft numerous ; and thefe he fubdivides into fuch as 
are what we ufually czW Jlatjijh ; and fuch as fwim 
with their backs upright, or at -right. angles to the 
horizon. 

The 



THi AKT OF AKGLING. 3 

The plain oxjlatjijh kind, called ufually plant fpi- 
nofi, are either quadratic as the rombi and pafftres^ . 
or thofe of the turbot and flounder kind; or lon^i"- 
ufculi, as the folct, or fole kind. 

Such as fwim with their backs ereS^ are either long 
and fmooth, and without fcales, as the- eel kind, Qr 
fliorter and lefs fmooth; and thefe have either but 
one pair of fins at their gills, which are called orbes 
and ^congenercs\ or clfe another pair of fins alfo on: 
their bellies; which latter kind he fubdivides into 
two kinds : 1. Such as have no prickly Jins an their 
backs:, but foft and flexible ones, 2; Such as hgive 
jgr/ci/yj^wj on their backs. 

Thote jijhes which have only foft and flexible fins* 
on their backs, may be divided into fuch as' have 
tAre^t two, or huv one finglejf/i therci 

No fifh but the afelli have three Jins on their backs. 
Fiflies yfiih two Jins on their backs, are either the 
truttacejus, irout kind;, or the gobionites, loch, or 
gudge^PBfd. 

Fijfkes with but ene foft back Jin, are of three forts. 
The-firftkind havek>ne long continued fin, from heiaS" \ 
to tail; as the hipparus of R'ondeletius, &c. > 

The fecond have their fin but fliort, and placed juft ' \ 
in the middle of their back : and thefe are either ma* 
rtwtf, as the herring kind; or Jluviatile, as thofe we 
oall \edikheT-7nouthe3^Jkesi fuch as cai-p, tench, &c. ^ 
FiJlies which h^i^e prickly Jins on their backs, are of 
two kinds. 1. Such as have two prickly Jins on their 
backs ; and in thefe the interipr radii of tt:^cir fins are 
always prickly. 2. Such as have but one prickly Jin 
there. 

The Englifli fiflies that we have in our ponds; 
rivers, &c. are as follow: 1. Cypr\nus, the Carp. 
a. Tinea, the Tench. 3. Cypjinus latus, the Bream, or 
Brwna, 4. Or/us germanorum, the Rudd, Oerve, 
or Nerfling'. 5. Capito, feu Cephalus, the Chubb, 
OJT Chevin. 6, Barbus, the Barbeh 7. Leucijfus 
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the Dace, or Dare. 8. Rutilus feu RuMliPf the 
Roach. 9. Alburnus^ the Bleak, or Bley. 10. Go-- 
iius fluviatilis, ihQ Gudgeon. 11. Cobitesjluviatilis 
iarbatula, the Loche, or Loach, le. Variuj, Jcu 
pkaxinus lavis, the Pink, or Minnow. 

Thefe twelve are calkd Malacejlomi, or leather* 
mouthed £ihes ; becaufe th^y have no teeth in their 
jaws, but only deep down in their njouths. To pro* 
ceed. 13. Pajfer Jliiviatilis^ jive afnpkibious^ the 
Flounder. 14, Anguilla^- iht "EtL 15. Gobiojluvia-* 
tilis, the Bull -head, or Miller's Thumb. 16. Thy 
mallus^ the Gragling, Grayling, or Umber, tj. SaU 
mOf the Salmon. i8. Trutta Jluviatilis duum ge* 
nerum, the Trout, 19. Albula Salmoni Jimilis, the 
Guinhiad. 20. Trutta Salmonata^ the 'Salmon 
Trout. 21. Trutta Laciiftris, the Scurf, fit Buli 
Trbut. . . 22. Umbla minor Gefn, the Red Charr, or 
Welch Torgoch. 23. Carpio lacus^ Benaci^ the 
IJuilt, or Gilt Charr. 24, Lucius^ the Pike, o» 
Pickerel. 25. Per ca Jluviatilis minora feu aurata^ 
the Ruff. 26. Pifcis acultatus vulgaris ^ feu pungi" 
tius jilberti, the Common Prickle Back, Sharpling, 
or Banftickle. 27. Pifcts aculeatus minor, the Lef- 
fer Prickle Back. 28. PercafiuviatUis^ the Perch. 

Fifh, confidercd as a food, make a con&derable 
addition to the furniture of the table ; and the breed- 
ing, feeding, &C.- thereof, is a peculiar art, and very 
neceffary, for the fake of ceconomy, that every coun- 
try gentleman fliould know fomething of the method. 
To this relate the ponds, flews, &c. which fliall be 
defcribed in their proper places. 

It may not be here unacceptable to give the Rca* 
der fome general rules on the fubjeS. 

Rule 1/. FOR BREEDING FISHES. The 

. quality of the pond, water, &c. proper to this end, is 

fcarce determinable by any certain fympton or rule : 

for fome very promifing ponds do not prove fervicc* 

able that way. One ot the belt indications of' a 

breeding 
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breeding pond, is when there is a good ftore of rufhes 
and grazing about it, with gravelly fhoals; fuch as 
horfe ponds ufualiy have: fo that when a water takes 
thus to breeding, with a few Millers and SpdwnerSf 
two or three of each, a whole country may be flock- 
ed in a fhort time. Eels and Perches are of a very 
good ufe to keep down the flock of fifh ; for they 
prey much upon the fpawn and fry of bred fifli, and 
will probably deftroy the fuperfluity of them. As 
. for pikes, tenches, roaches, pearches, &c. they are 
obferved to breed almoft in any waters, and very 
numeroufly ; but eels never breed in flanding waters 
that are without fprings, and in fuch are neither, 
found, nor increafe by putting in ; yet where fprings 
are they are never wanting, though not put in. And 
what is raoft flrange of all, no perfon ever faw in an 
eel the leaft token of propagation, either by miU, or 
fpawn^; fo>that whether they breed at »1J, and how 
theyare produced; are propofitions equally vmyfte- 
rious,-and never yet clearly refolved. 
, Rule 2rf. FOR FEEDING FISHES. Obferve 
the .following remarks : , 

!• In a &tew^ thirty or forty carps may be kept, 
from 0£lt)ber to March, without feeding; and by 
fifliing with trammels or Jlews, in March or April, 
you may take from your great waters, to recruit your 
flews : but you muft not fail to feed all the funraier, 
from March to OSober again, as conftantly as crop* 
ped chickens are fed.; and it will prove profitable. 

2. The conftancy and regularity of ferving the 
fifh, conduces very much to theic eating well and 
thriving, 

3. Any fort of grain boiled is good to feed with, 
efpecially peafe and malt coarfe ground : -the grains 
after brewing, while fweet and frefli, are very proper ; 
but one bufliel of malt, not brewed, will go as far as 
two of grains : chippings of bread, and orts.of a table, 
fleeped in tap-droppings of ftrong beer, or ale, are ex- 

, » ^ B 3 ~ cellent . 
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cellent food for carp. Of thcfe the quantity of two 
quarts to thirty carps is fufficicnt; and fo fed morning 
and evening, is better than once a day only. 

There is a fort of food for fiflies, that may be call- 
ed accidental, and is no lefs improving than the bell 
that can be provided; and this is when the pools 
happen to receive the wafte of commons, where fheep 
have pafture, the water is enriched by the foil, and 
will feed a much greater number of carp, than it 
otherwife would do ; and further, the dung that falls 
from cattle {landing in the water in hoc weather, is 
alfo 9 very great nourifhment to fifli. 

The beft food to raife Pikes to a^n extraordinary 
fize or fatnefs, is eels : and without them is not to 
be done, but in a long time. Setting thefeafide, 
fmall perches are the beft meat. Breams put into a 
pike pond, breed exceedingly, and are fit to maintain 
pikes; who will talce care they do not iacreafe over 
much. The numerous fry of Roaches, and other 
fmall fifli, which come from the greater pools into 
the Pike quarters, will likewife be good diet for 
thenj. Pikes in all ftreams, and carps in all hungry 
fpringing waters, being fed at certain times, will come 
up, and take their meat almoft from your hand. 

The beft feeding plate is towards the mouth of the 
pond^at the depth of about half a yard; for by that 
means the deep will be kept clean and neat; the meat 
thrown into the water, without other trouble, will 
' be picked' up by the fiflies, and nothing b& loA : yet 
there , are feveral devices for giving them food, 
cfpecially peafe : as a fquarei>oard let down with the 
peafe upon it. 

Where fiflies are fed in larger pools or ponds, 
when their numbers are great, malt boiled, or frefli 
grains, is the bell food- Thus carp may be fed and 
raifed like capons, and tenches will feed as well, but 
perches are not for ^ftcw in feeding time. 

As to the benefits that redound from keeping fifli, 

beiides 
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befides furniOiing the table, and raifing tnoney, your 
lan4 will be improyed; fo as to be really worth, and 
yield more this way than by any other employ what- 
foever. For fuppofe a meadow of two pounds per 
acre; ioiir acve^ in pond, will return every year a 
tboufand fed carps, from the lead fize to fourteen or 
fifteen inches long; befides Pikes, Perches, Tenches^ 
and other fry : the Carps are faleable, and will bring 
Jtxpence, ninepence, and perhaps oru Jhilling each, 
amounting in ail to twenty five pounds which is fix 
pounds five fidllings per acre. 

There are many circumftances that conduce much 
to the feeding of PikeSy Perches^ Chubs ^ Carps, 
Roaches y Daces^ and Breams yf^ri\c\xWT\y conveniency - 
of harbor, for thofe fifli that lie amongft weeds and 
b'oggy places are the fatteft, though not the fweeteft, 
in thefe kind of places they are fecured from the 
aflaults qf their numerous enemies, and enjoy a more 
fafe and contented repofe ; reft and quietnefs beingas 
natural and helpful to their feeding as to other crea- 
tures. Some waters are more nourifhing than others; 
a thick kind, if it is not foul or muddy, is of a better 
confiftency, and the parts belter difpofed and qua- 
lified for nutrition than thofe of a more thin and 
rarified fubftance; noelcitentthat ispure, and whh- 
out mixture, is weW adapted for nouriihment, neither 
can fiihes live by pure 'water, refpiration, or fucking* 
in thofe flender particles of their beloved element' 
alone, without the concurrence and affiftance of fome 
groffer and. terrene qualities, wbich are iiitentiingled 
with thofe liquid bodies, 

Having mentioned that fiflies are expofed to numer- 
ous enemies, I (hall conclude this chapter by giving 
the reader a poetical enumeration of them. 

A thou fand foes the finny people chace. 
Nor are they fafe from their own kindred race: 

The 
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The Pike, fell tyrant of the liquid plain. 
With rav'nous wafte devours his fellow-train; • 
Yet, howfoe'er with raging famine pin'd, 
The Tench he fpares, a lalutary kind. 
Hence too the Pearch, a like voracious broody 
Forbears to make this gen'rous race hi^ food ; 
Tho' on the common drove no bound he finds, . 
But fpreads unmeafur'd wafte o'er all the kinds». 
V Nor lefs the greedy Trout and gutlefs Eel, 
luceflant woes, and dire deftruftion deal. 
The lurking water-rat in caverns preys;. 
And in the weeds the wily Otter flays. 
The ghaflly Newt, in muddy ftreams annoys; 
And in fwift floods the felly Snake deftroys; 
Toads, for the flioaling fry, forfake the lawn ; , 
And croaking Frogs devour the tender fpawn. 
Neither, the habitants of land nor air, 
(So fure their doom) the fifty numbers fparel 
The^Swan, fair regent of the filver tide, • ' 
Their ranks deftroys and fpreads their ruin widjg : 
T-he duck her offspring to the river leads, 
And on the deftin'd fry infatiate feeds: 
On fatal wings the pouncing Bittern foars^ . 
And wafts her prey from the defericelefs fliores; : 
The watchful Halcyons to the reeds repair, 
^And from their haunts the fcaly captives bear: 
Sharp Herns and Corm'rants too their tribes opprefe^ 
A harrafs'd race peculiar in diftrefs; 
Nor can the Mufe enumerate their foes. 
Such is their fate, (o various are their woes ! 
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CHAP. n. 

» 

The hejl Manne? of making and chu/ing Rods, Lineup 

Hooks, &c. 

THE beft time to provide flocks is fn the winter 
folftice, when the trees have flicd their leaves^ 
and the fap is in the roots, for after January the fap 
afcends again into the trunk and branches, at whicb 
time it is improper to gather flocks, or tops ; as for 
the flocks they ftiould be lower grown, and the top* 
the befl rufh ground flioots that can be got; not 
knotty, but proportionable and flender, for if otlsr- 
wife they will never caft nor ftrike fo well, and 'the 
line, by reafon of their unpliablenefs, mufl be much 
endangered; now when both flock and top are ga-^ 
ihered in one feafon, and as flrait as poflible to be got^ 
bathe them over a gentle- €re, and never ufe them till 
they are well feafoned, which will h^ in one year and 
four months, but longer keepijig them will make 
them better : and for prefervine theni wiien made iflw 
rods, bmh from rotting and being worm-eaten, rub 
them over thrice a year with failed, or linfeed oil ; if 
they are bored pour in either of the oils, and let them 
foak therewith for twenty-four houfs, then pour it 
out again, and it will preferve them from the leaft 
injury. In general the length of the rod is to be de«» 
termined by the breadth of the river you angle in, 
but a long rod is always of more ufe than one too 
fllort, provided it is truly made; one of about five 
yards and a half long you will experimentally find to 
be quite fufficient. When you have taken your 
flocks and tops from the place that you put them in 
for feafoning, (where they mufl have remained fix- 
teen months at leafl,) match them together in juft 
proportion ; and let the rod confifl of five or fix 

pieces i. 
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pieces; if you ferrel it, obferve that they fit with the 
greateft nicety, and in fuch a manner as when put all 
together they may not wriggle in the leaft, but be ia 
proportion, and'ftrength, as if the whole rocl were 
but one piece. If you bind them together, it muft 
be with thread ftrongly waxed; having firft cut the 
pieces with a flope, or flaht, that they may join each 
other with the greatell exatlnefs, and then fpread a' 
thin layer of (hoemaker's wax over the flan ts^ or a 
glue, which r have let do\vn in the arcana for the? 
angler's ufe : afterwards you muft cut about fix* 
inches ofFthe top of the rod, and in its place whip 
on a fmooth, round and taper piece of whalebone, 
and at the top of that a ftrong loop of Korfehair; then 
the whole will be completed, and thus- made will 
always ply with a true bent to the hand. Your fly 
rods may be made in the fame manner, hut note^ 
muft be much more pliant than the others, and more 
taper from ftock to jop. It is of fervice to them ta* 
lay by fome time before you ufe them. 

For all fiihes that bite tenderly a rod made ofcane, 
reed, or bamboo, is the beft, only, be careful wheir. 
jrou chufe fuch a one that it will ftrike welF, and that 
the medium between the ferrel and the joint that 
goes in, is not cut too fine ; for if it is, when yoa. 
flrike a good fifli, it is ten to one you will lofe fome 
part of your rod, your, linie, and of courfe the fifli; a- 
misfortune that has t>ften happened to me, before L 
was acquainted with the above rule. 

A general rod. is one which ferves for trolling, 
dibbing, and the ground ; for the former purpofe fmall 
brafs Vings muft be whipped all the way. up it, at 
about a foot<liflance, for the trolling line to run thro'; 
it may likewife be bored in the flock to hold the 
tops you are not ufmg ; that which you ufe for the 
troll muft be ftrong, and have a ring on the top whip-* 
ped on with a piece of quill, to prevent the line being 
cut, when the voracious pike runs off with your bah 

ta^ 
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%o his hold: one of the others mwft not be fo fiiff, 
which wiil ferve for Carps, Tenches, &c. and the 
other fine and ela^ftic for Dace and Roach fifhing. 
Thefe kind o'f rods, which are calltd iag-ri)c[Si and 
go up in a fmall compafs, are to be hda at all the 
Fifliing Tackle Shops in London* 

Angling Line. To make this line,' firil note, that :. 
you are to take care that your hair be round and 
clear, and fre-e frorn galls, fcales or frets, for a weH 
chofen, even, clear round hair, of a kind of glafs 
colour, will prove as flrong as three uneven fcabby 
hairs ; then put them in water for a quarter of an 
hour, when made^ into lengths,, arid you will thereby 
find which of them flirink; then twift them ovef 
agarn ; forae in the fcwifling intermingle filk, which 
15 erroneous, yet a line of all filk may do pfetty well^ 
though I prefer hair in every mode of angling, ex- ^ 
cept trolling, _and then a filk line is befl. Now the 
beft colours for lines are forrel, white, and grey; 
the twQ laft colours for clear waters, and the firft for 
muddy waters, -neither is the pale watery green def- 
picable, which is -fliade thus: put a pint of flrong^ 
allum water, half a pourul of foot, a. fmall quantity of 
jiiice of walnut leaves into a pipkin, boil them about 
half an hour, then take it off the fire, and when it is 
cold fleep your hairs in it: or elfe boil an handful of 
inarygold flowers, with a quart of allum water, till , 
a yellow fcum arifes, then take half a pouiid of green 
copperas, with. as much verdegreafe» and beat them • 
together to a fine powder, and put them and the hair 
into the allum water, and let them lie in it ten hours 
or more, then take them out and let them dry* 
Hair is made browii by fteeping it in fait and ale* 
The beft .way af forming the hair into lines, is with 
a new invented engine, to be bought at any of the 
(hops, and is to be ufed thus. To twift links with 
this engine, take as many hairs as you intend each 
ihall confift of, .and dividing <hem into thre^ parts, 

tie . 



1:9 A CONCISE TREATISE ON 

t>e each parcel to a bit of fine twine, about fix inches 
long, doubled, and put through the hooks which im- 
pend frOm the machine : then take a piece of lead of 
a conical figure two inches high, and two in diameter 
at the bafe, with a hook at the apex^ or point; tie 
your three parcels of hair into one knot, afid to, this 
by the hook haftg the weight. 

Lqfiiy. Take a common bottle cork, and into the 
fides, at equal difianccs, cut three grooves ; and placing 
it fo zs to receive each divifion of hairs, begin to 
twiil. You will then find the links twill with great 
.evennefs at the lead: as it grows tighter flii ft the 
cork a little upwards, and whea the whole i» fuf^ 
ficiently twified, take out the cork, and tie the link^ 
into a knot, and fo 4}roceed till you have twifled 
links fufficient for your line, obfervingto leflen the 
number of hairs in each link, in fuch proportion that 
the line may be tapen 

Your links thus prepared, tie thehi together into a 
-water knot; (hen cm off the fbort ends, about a 
firaw's bresKitb from the knot, and then whip fome 
waxed filk about the knots, which is much better 
than inclofinff them with wax. 

Never, either at ground or fly angfing, fix any 
hooks to a lioe that confifts of more than three or 
four links at the molt; but always ms^e a fmall loop 
at the top and bottom of your line, the ufe of the 
one is to faften it to your ro«), and of the other, to 
affix or remove your armed hooks. The line ihouM 
always be leaded according to the rapidity or quiets . 
nefs of the river you angle in ; therefore, as nearly as I 
you can guefs, always 'lead it in fuch manner as will 
fink the bait to the bottom, and permit its motion, 
If ithout atiy violent jogging on the grqund. Carry 
the top of your rod even with your hand, beginning 
at the head of the ftream, and letting the bait run 
downwards, as far as the rod and line ^ill permit, 
the lead dragging and rolling on the ground. No 

' more 
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more of the line muft be in the water than will per- 
mit the lead to touch the bottom; for you are to 
keep the line as ftrait as poflihk, yet fo as not to 
raifa the lead from the bottom. When you have a 
bite, you may perceive it by'yotir hand and the point 
. of your rod and line : then ftrike gently and upwards, 
if you cannot tell which way the fifli's head lies, but 
if you can the contrary way from where it does; 
firft allowing the fifli, by a little flackening the line, a 
fmall time to pouch the bait. This is called angUnjg 
by hand, and is very killing for trout, grayling, &c. 

I (hall treat of Float Fyhing under the deicriptioa 
of each fifh.' 

As for your Fijhing HooKs, they ought to be made 
of the beft tempered fteel wire, longifh in the (hank, 
and fomewhat thick in the circumference, the point 
^vcn, and ftrait, let the bending be in the (hank. 
Forfeiting on the hook, or more fcientifically fpeak- 
ing, arming it, ufe ftrong tut fmall filk, lightly 
waxed with Jhoe-maker's wax ; and lay the hair on 
the infide of the hook, for if it be on the outfide, 
the filk will fret and cut it afunder. There are 
feveral fizes of hooks, large ones and fmall onesL 
made according to the fifhes they are defigned to 
take, whichy when I come 'to treat of the different 
fifh, the number of the hook proper for each will be 
fpUy expreffed. 

Floats, for angling, are of divers kinds: fome 
made o\ Mufcovy Duck quills, which" are the beft for 
flow waters, but for ftrong ftreams, found cork, with- 
out flaws or holes, bored through with an hot iroui 
into which is put a quill of fit proportion, is prefer. 
a})ler pare the cork to a pyramidal form, grind it 
fmooth with a pumice ftone, then colour it according 
to^your fancy. Floats, whether quill or cork, muft 
be poifed with fliot, when on the line, as to make 
them cock, that is, ftand perpendrcular jn the water, 
that the Icaft nibble, or bite may be apparent, 

C When 
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When a float is fplit or bruifed, there is no remedy 
for the mifchance, but getting a new one, but you 
niay fave the plug, and it will .Jerve for another. 
But if the water gets in at the top of your float, a lit- 
tle fealing-wax will prevent it: if the plug of your 
float is loofe, pull it out, and faflen it with one of the 
following cements, 

Tdktbces wax bruifedfmall, chalk fcraped fine, and 
black rofin powdered, of each an equal quantity ; 
tnelt them in a fpoon, or any fmall tin veflel, and fee 
(hat they are well mixed; or, take brid^duji fifted 
very fine, and common rojin^ pulverifed^ put one part 
of brick dujl to two paits of rofin^ and melt them as 
before direSed ; dip your plug in either of thefe, and 
put your float immedfiately iipon it. When you join 
two floats together, let the plug be a little thicker 
in the middle than at the ends, which ends are to ga 
into the quills: dip one end into the cement, and put 
one quill upon it; then do the like by the other,'and 
you have a double float : or, you may make it by dip- 
ping the ends of both quills, when prepared, in the 
cement, and fixing them together, which, when the 
cement is cold, will be very ftrong. 
• To dye quills red, which for ftill waters are belter 
than any other floats, take what quantity ypu pleafe 
oT urine^ and put in it as much powder of Brazil^ 
wood as will make it redden a piece of white paper; 
then take fome clean wa^er, into which put an hand- 
ful of^a//, and a little ar^ol, and ftir them till diflblv- 
ed; then boil them well m a fauce pan. When the 
watet is cold, fcrape your quills, ana fteep them in it 
for ten or twelve days, ihen dry th^n» and orub them 
with a linen cloth. 

' The materials moll ncceflary for an angler lo have 
out with him, and which may be all carried in his 
pockets, are, lines coiled up. Spare links. Two 
worm bags, one ior brandlingiS^ &c. and the other for 
lob'Worms. A plummet to fix the depth of the water, 

of 
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of a pyramidal' form. A gentle box. Floats and 
Jpare caps* Split Jhot. Shoe-maker^ s wax in a pfece 
of Iteather. SilK\ Hooks, fome whipped on and fome 
loofe. A clearing ring, which is of ufe to difeogage 
the hopk when entangled. A landing net, to land 
large fi(h wiih, and which are made with joints to 
fold up ina fmall c6rapafs. The difgorger, which 
when a filh has gorged the hook, by putting it down 
his^ throaty tilt you touch the hook, at the fame time 
pulling the line, it will eafily come away. 
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CHAP liL 

The general Baits ufed in Angling, where Jound, 

and hpw prefervcd* 

I^HE reader being furniflicdwith the befi rules, 
1 rerativc to His rod^s, lines, hooks, &c. I (hall 
ffiVc him a lift of the. baits in general' of ufe in ang- 
ing; but.ihall not enter into a minute detail of them, 
as fome authors on the fame fubje6l have done, but 

five him the general baits, and leave him to make 
is exceptions himfclf; which will prove more plea- 
fanC to him by his making the trial of difit>rent baits 
bimfelf, and not puzzle him by overloading his 
memory; neither (hall I fet down the fifhes they are ' 
beft calculated for taking; which would only be a 
repetition of what be will find fully digefled, by a£lual 
experience, under the defcription of each fiOi. 

The Lob'Worm, Dew-worm, Garden-worm^ Tz&aU 

chel, or Treacket* 

Found in a garden or church.yard« late lira ftimmer*s^ 
evening, with a^lanthorn; when the fummer proves 

C J a Ver/ 
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a viery dry one, they may be forced out of their holes, 
with the liquor, produced hy briiifing walnut-tree 
leaves in water: the beft of thefe, are thofe which 
have a red head, a ftreak down the back, and a broad 
tail, from ^which they derive the name of fauirreU 
tails, ^ . *^^ 

Brandlings, Gilt -tails,, and Red-worms, 

Found in old dunghills, rotten earth, cows dung, 
hogs dung; but the beft are thofe to be met with in 
tanner's bark after it is thrown by. 

Marjh, or Mtadow-worm,' 

Found in marfhy ground, or the fertile banks of 
rivers, are a little blueift), require more fcouring than 
the brandling or gilt tail, and are taken frpm Can- 
dlemas until Michaelmas. 

Tag'tail, 

Found in marled lands, or meadows after a Slower 
of rain ; or early in the morning in March or April, 
if the weather is mild and temperate; and is a moil 
excellent bait. 

How tofcour and prejcrve worms. 

Get a quantity of mofs, the beft is that which is Toft 
r aad white, and grows on heaths, bpt as this is fcarce 
to be had in fome parts, in lieu of it any kind that is 
frefti and fweet; rinfe it well from Ihe earth thJrt 
b^mgs about, and then wring it very dry; put your 
worms» and it, into an earthen pot, cover it clofe that * 
they do not crawl away; and fet it in a cool place in 
fummer, and in winter in a warm one, which will 
prevent the froft from killing them: change. the mofs 
every fourth day in fummer, and once a week in 
winter, or at leaft let the old mqfs be taken from .them, 
wafhed, fqucezed pretty dry, and put it to them again. 
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* If you want th'eiato be quickly Ccoured, a litilQ tole^ 
armoniac put to them will accompTifh your defire: 
or you may put them in water for three or fou? 
hours, and they will foon be fcoured; yet be very 
weak, but being put to good mofs, they will fpeedily 
recover. When the knot, near the middle of the 
brandling begins to fwcl), he is fick; and for fear they 
fhould die, feed them with crumbs of-bread, and with 
the yolk of an egg and fweet cream coagulated over 
the fire; never fteep your worms inrmoJs to fcour 
them above ten days, in which time they will be per- 
feflly fit for ufe. ^ ^ 

There is another .way of cleanfing and preferving 
worms ^ recommended by many anglers, and is a very 
good one for every kind of them except the lot^worm: 
take a piece of very coarfe cloth, which ha» never 
been Ihrunk in the Fulling mill, waih it very clean^. 
and let it dry: then foak it in the liquor;^ where a fatst 
piece of frefli beef has been boiled, and wring it out, 
bat not fo hard a« to prefs out all the liquor; then ' 
lay it in a deep earthen pan, that has a large bottom^ 
antj put your worms thereon, that they may crawl in 
and out and fa fcour themfeives: when they have 
remained there twenty- four hours, wafh out your 
cloth as before, but do not dry it; then wet it agam 
with fome of the fame liquor, and having placed your 
worms thereon^ keep, them in a clofe cellar^ repeat 
' this every other day during the heat of the fummer, 
and you will not only preferveyour worms- alive for 
three weeks or a month, bu^ make' them very ^ed,. 
clear and tough,. When you- take them out for 
angling-, put them into mofs- that has beeii weH. 
w^hed and not wrung dry; and when you come 
iiome at night, put them again into the pan, by which 
they wilj recover and gather frefh ftrength; take care 
that there is'no fait in the beef liquor; for if there is. 
your worms will purge themfeives to death. - 
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Mr. Gay, in his Rural Sports, is particularly par- 
tial to the GiU'tail; as is apparent by the iollowing 
lines: 

Yoo muft not evVy worm promifcuous ufe. 
Judgment will t^ll thee proper baits to chufe; 
The worm that draws a long immodVate fize 
The trout abhors, and the rank morfel flies; » 
And if tooxfmall, the naked fraud's in iight, 
And fear forbids while hunger does invite. 
Thofe baits will bell reward the filher's pains, 
Whofe polifli'd tails a fhining yellow ftains: 
Cleanfe them from filth, to give a tempting glofs, 
jCfherifh the fully ^d reptile race with mofs; . 
Amid the verdant bed they twine, they toil, 
And frpm their bodies wipe their native foil. 

Palmer-JIy, Palmer-worm, Wool-bed, or Cankers, 

Found on herbs, plants and ^rees, where they arc 
bred, il not a perfeft. caterpillar, y^t undoubtedly a 
fpecies thereof; they gain the nan>e ol* wool beds 
from their outward parrs being woolly; thefe, and 
'the May fly, are the foundation o\Jly angling. 

Bobs, . 

Found in fandy and mellow ground, and got by fol- 
lowing the plough in autumn, are worms as big as 
two maggots, have red heads, and their bodies full of 
foft guts: put them in a tub;ivith fome of the mould 
that you gather them in, keep them in a >varm place, 
and they are an excellent bait from -the firfl: of No- 
vember till the middle of April: you may boil them, 
the morning you intend angling, in milk and water 
for two minutes, which will make them tough; an<l 
put- them in a' box where gum ivy haslbeen rubbed. 

Cow-turd b/)b, or Clap-bait, 

Foqnd under a cow turd from the beginning of May, 

to 
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to Michaelmas; it is bigger than a gentle; but very 
like one; it is bell kept in the farpe earth you &nd 
it in. ' ^ , 

' Flag'worms, or Dock-worms ^ 

Found aitiong fla^s, in old pits or ponds, in little 
hufks among the firings or fibres of the roots; are 
fmall worms: pale, yellow or white ,as, a gentle;, 
thefe are very good baits. 

Bark-worm, gr AJh-gruk, 

Found under the bark of an oak^ ajky eld^r^ otbeeck^ 
efpecially wheri felled, and they have lain fometirae, 
or in the hollow of thefe trees when doited and rot- 
ten^ it is to be ufed from Michaelmas to May or 
June. It is very full and white, bent round from 
the tail to the head; and the parts refembling a young 
dor or humble bee. ^ 

Cod-baity Cad- baity Cadis-worm^ or Cafe worm, are 
thus differently called^ and are of three forts. 

ift. Found undeV ilones that lie loofe^and hollow m 
fmall brooks, fhallow rivers, or very fine gravel, in ' 
cafe. or hufk, and "when fit for ufe they are yellpwifh, 
are bigger than a gentle, with a blackifh head. 
. j^nother fort is found in pits, ponds, ditches, in 
ruihes, water weeds, ilraw, &c. called ruff coats, or 
ftraw worms. The next is a green fort, found in 
pits, ponds or ditches, in March, coming in before 
the yellow ones, which are not- to be fifhed with till 
April, and in July they go out of feafon, the lall fort 
is to be ufed m the month of Augult. When you 
take them to filh with, carry them in woollen bags 
for the air kills them. v 

Gentles, or Maggots y to breed and preferve. 

Take a piece of bcidl.'s liver, fcotch it with *a knife, 

and 
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atitt With a crofs flick, hang it in fome corner over a 
•pot or barrel half full of dry crumbled clay, and^s 
the gentles grow big, they will fall into the barrel and 
fcour themfclves, and be ahvays ready for ufe when- 
ever you are inclined to fi(h; and thefe gentles may 
be thus created till after Michaelmas. But if you 
dfefire to, keep gentles all the year, then get a dead 
cat or kite, and let it be fly-blown, and when the 
gentles begin to be alive and ftir, then bury it and 
tiiem, in moift fok earth, but as free fxom froft as 
you can, and thefe you may dig up at any time when 
yo4i want to ufe them; thefe will laft to March, and 
about that time turn into flies. 

Gentles are not only the moft univerfal, butj alio 
the mofl alluring l}ait, and an angler fliould never go 
out a fiihing wilhout ial^ing fome with him» Trout s 
have been taken with them, when they have refufed 
all kinds of worms and artificial flies: to every kind 
of fifh they are an acceptable bait, (PiA^s and Salmons 
excepted) but I do not doubt they would be fo to 
them, were it poflibleto fix them on a hook, large 
enough to hold the abovementioned fiflies. ^ 

How iffjind and preferve Caterpillars^ Qak-wornks^ 
Cabbage-warms y CoUwort-worm or Grub, Crabtree 
worm, or Jack, and Grajshoppers^ 

Found by beating the branches of an oak, crabtree, 
or hawthorn, that grow over a public path, or high- 
way : or upon cabbages, coleworts, &c. Grafshop- 
pers are found in fliort fun-burnt grafs, the latter enid 
of June, all July and Auguft, To preferve thefe 
baits cut s( round bough of fine green barked withy, 
about the thicknefs of half one's arm, and talking olF 
the bark dbout a foot in length, turn both ends to- 
gether, into the form of an hoop, and faften them 
with a needle and thread j then flop up the bottom 
with a bung cork; into this put your baits, and tie a 
Golewort leaf over it^ and with a red-hot iron, bore 

the 
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the b^rk' full of holes, and lay it in the grafs every 
night, in this manner your cads mky be kept, till 
thqy turn to flies; to yQk\xxgraf shoppers put grafs, 

Fafles^ 

Are varioufly compoimded, according to the angler's- 
fancy; but there fhould always be a little cotton* 
wool, fine lint, or flax, to keep the parts together, 
that they wafh not off the hooks; the following 
•Gompofitions make very good partes. 

The blood of fheeps' hearts, mixed with honey and 
flour, and worked to a proper confrftence: old cheefe 
grated, a little butter fufficient to work it, and colour- 
ed with fafrron. In winter fat rufty bacon inftead of 
butter. Crumbs of bread worked with honey, and 
mpiftened with gum-ivy water*. The infide of a 
French roll, or crumbs of bread worked well with - 
clean hands with water alone. What fifties ^ach of 
tbefe paftes are proper for, the reader will find undec 
the defcription of each filh, therefore I (hall only 
make the following obfervations concerning paftes, 
which may be of ufe to young anglers, becaufe 
founded on experience; — note, that in September, and 
all the winter months, when you angle for chubs, 
carps, and breams, with pafte, let the bait be as large 
as a hazle nut : but for roach and dace, the bignefs 
of 9 pea is fufficient; chufe a ftill place, ufe a quill 
float, a fmall hook, and Ilrike ^t the firft biting of 
thefifh. 

Baits fingularly killing tojijh toiik, 

S keeps' bloody placed on a trencher till it becomes 
pretty hard, then cut into fmall pieces, ptoportioned 
to the fize of tlie hook; put a little fait to it, and it 
will prevent its growing, black. Wheats or tiinUt 
boiled foft in milk, and the hufk taken bff, a good 
bait either in winter or fummer. The ant fly, found 
in June, July, Auguft, and the begioniJig of Septem- 
ber^ 
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her, in mole hills or ants nefts where they breed, take 
fome of the earth, ^nd the roots of .the grafs which: 
grow upon it, and put all in a ghfs bottle, then^ 
gather fome of-the largeft, and blackefl ant flies, and 
put them into the bottle ; thefe are a deadly bait for 
roach, da<;:e, and chub; you muft angle with thena 
under water, a hand's breadth frpra the bottoait.. 
The young brood of wafps^ harnttSy and humble bees^ 
are likewife very good. Alfo minnows^- loaches^. 
Jliarplings^ and bvll heads* Snails,, black and white^ 
the olack one'a bellies flit to (hew the white. Like* 
wife cherries, blackberries ; cheejc kept a day or two 
in wet rags, which makes it tough, or fteeped in a. 
little honey. AMo faimon /pdxan^ which* muft be 
boiled, till it is 'hard enough to ilick on the hook;, 
and if you wi(h to preferve it, fprinkle a little fait* 
over it, and get a glazed earthen pot, and put a layei^ 
of wool at the bottom of it, and then a little falmoa 
fpawn upon that ; then wool again, and then fpawn^ . 
and to proceed alternately, till the pat is filled; tt is a. 
xnoft deftru£live bait in. trie winter and fprixig^ efpecu 
a4iy if ang'ed with where falmpn are known ta 
fpawn; (or there every kind of fiOh refort in ordei;. 
to devour it/ 



CHAP, iv: 



Cf natural Fly Fi/hihg, with a Defcription of Fltes- 
genetally ujed\ and a choice Colleaion of RuUs^ 
and Hints to be obferved in the Art of Angling. 




qiiires a great deal of nicety and circunifpe6tion. The 

general 
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-g€tieral rule in this way of angling is to fifli with a line 
about half the length of your rod; but Jf there is 
wind flirring, with a& much as it will carry out; 
but you need hardly ever^fifh with more than 
the firft length, as dibbling muft be performed' as near 
as poflible to the bank that you fland on; therefore a 
-]<wig rod and a (bort line is the beft, which you will 
command with -eafe, and be able to fhelter yourfelf 
from the fight of the fiflies, behind bujhesy Jiumpj of 
trees;, &c. The line you dib with Qiould be very 
firong; for when you have flruck a good fi(h, you'll 
' have a hard bout with him before you kill him, for 
want of a greater length of line : therefore whenever 
I dib I always ufe a ringed rod, with a winch for my 
line fixed on it, (which is the fame I ufe in ariiji^ial 
fiy ^^glingj by which means I can always keep my 
line to any length, without the trouble of changing = 
it r and when 1 have hooked a good fi(h, can always 
^ive Jiim -as much fcope as I think ireceflary, and 
jll.him with great e^fe and certainty; this method I 
ivould by all means advife the angler to ufe, who 
'will be thoroughly convinced, of its utility at the firft 
triallie mcakes; When you fee a fifli rife near you, 
guide your fly over him immediately, and he's your 
own, if. the fly you ufe is ftrong on the water. 
When you dib for chub^ roach, and dace, move your 
fly very flow when you fee them make at it, 
or let the ftream carry it down towards them; if it be 
in a ftHI, deep, {hady hole, ^raw the fly fideways by 
tfaefli, and they will always eagerly purfue it. The 
roach takes flies the beft a little under water. The 
beft for the angler's ufe in this method of angling 
are, as follow; 

Cai-fly, AJh'Jly, or Wood^cockjly, 

Found on the body of an oak, or a(h, with his head 
downwards^ in generali and near the bottom^ of the 

tree; 
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tree : it is a browni(h fly, and is taken *from the bc-» 
ginning of May till the end of Auguft, 

Stone-fly^ 

Pound under hollow ftones, at the fide. of rivers, is of 
a brown colour, with yellow ftreaks on the back and 
belly, has large wings, and is in feafon from April to 

Gretn-irake^ 

Foynd among ftones by river fides, has a^^elloW body 
ribbed with green, is long and {lender, with wings 
like a butterfly, his tail turns en his back, and H 
eagerly taken from May to Midfummer: pat the 
point of the hook into the thickeft part of his body, 
under one of his wings, run itdireHly through, and 
out on the other fide, then take another, and put 
him on in the fame manner, but with his head the 
contrary way; they will live fo near a quarter of 
an hour. 

Grey 'drake ^ 

Found in general where the Green»drake is^ and in' 
fhape and dimenfions perfectly the fame^ biK almoft 
quite apother colour, being of a pialer and more livid 
yellow ; and green and ribbed with black, quite dowa 
bis body ; with black (hining wings, diaphanous and 
very tender: it cotnes iji, and is taken after the 
Green-drake, atid when made artificially, as dire3ed 
in part the 2d, for the moi^th of May, kills fifti very 
well, the following curious account of it from Bowlker^ 
cannot fa^l to amufe the reader : 

" I happened to walk by the river fide at that fea- 
" fon of the year when the Mayjlies (he means the 
•« grey fort] which are a fpecies of the. Libella, ctfme 
" up out of the water, where they lie in their huflcs,' 
** for a confiderable time, at the bottom or fides of 
** ihe river, near the likenefe of the Nymph of the 

" fmall 
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<* fmall cdfnmon libdla^ but when it is mature, it 
fptits open its cafe, and then with great agility^ 
up fpring^ the new little animal, with a flender 
body, four blackiih veined tranfparetit wings, with 
four black fpots on (he upper wings, and the under 
wings much finaller than the upper ones,~^ with 
** three long hairs in its tail. The hulks, which are 
*«^Ieft behind, float inqumerable on thcr water. It 
<< feemed to me a fpecies of Ephemeron ; and I ima- 
•• gined it was the fame infe£l defcribed by Ooedart 
** and Swammerdam, but a few days convinced me 
to the 'contrary ; for I foon found them to be of ii 
longer duration than theirs, The'firft^bufiners of 
•* this creatut-e, after he is difengaged from the water, 
** is flying about to find out a proper place to fix o'n^ 
•• as trees, bUihes, &c. to wait for anotl^er furprizing 
•* change, which is effefted in a few days. The firft 
** )iint I received of this wonderful operation, was 
♦« feeing the Exuvict hanging on a Jiedge: I then 
colle6led a great many, and put them into boxes^ 
and by ftriftly obferving them, I could tell when 
they were ready to put off" their huflcs, though but 
•• fo lately put on^ 1 had the pl^afure to ihew my 
<* friends one that I held on my hand all the while it 
*• performed this great work. It was furprifing to 
«* fee how eafily the back part of the fly fplit open, 
«* and produced the new birth; which I could not 
«• perceive partakes of any thing from its parent ; 
••but leaves head, body, wings, legs, and even irs 
•• three*haired tail behind on the cafe. After it has 
** repofed itfelf awhile, it flies with gr^at brifl^nefs to 
•< feek its mate. In the new fly a remarkable differ- 
«» ence is feeji in their fexes, which 1 could not fo 
«• -eafily perceive in iheir firft ftate, the male and fe- 
•* male being then much of a fize; but now the male 
.<* was much the fmalleft, and the hairs in his tail 
«• much the longeft. I was very careful to fee if I 
•* could find them engendering ; but all that I could 

D *• difcover; 
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** diTcover, was^ thai the iDales faiparat^, and kept ^ 
** undercover of the trees, remote from tbe river ;^ 
y hither the females refcHted, aod mixed iviii£^ them 
**. in their flight, great numbers^ together, with a 
very brifk. ^notion of darting or flriking at one 
another when they met, with gfeat vigor, juft as 
** houfe flies will do in a funny-room : this they con- 
tinued to do for many hours, and this feemed to be 
their way of coition ; which mud be quick and 
^* fpon performed, as they are of fo (horta duration. 
^ When' the females were- impregnated, th^ left the 
company of the males, and fought the'nver, and 
kepi conftandy playing up and down on the water. 
It was very plainly feen that every time they darted 
** down, they ejefted a duller of eggs, -which feemed 
a pale blueilh fpeck, like a fmall drop of milk, a« 
they dcfcended on the wa.ter ; then; by the help of 
their taiJ, they fpring up again, and defcend again^ 
and thus continue till tliey have exhaufted their 
flock of eggs, and fpent their ilrength, being io 
weak that they can rife no more, but fall a prey to 
the fifli; but by much the greater numbers perifli 
" on the waters, which are covered with them: this 
** ii* the end of the females ; i>ut the males never re- 
•* fort to the rivers, as,! could perceive ; but after 
•* they have done their office, drop down, languiQi 
** and die under the trees and bufhes. I obferved that 
the females were mod numerous, which was very 
necelTary, confidering the mariy enemies they have, 
during -the Ihoit time of their appearance, for both 
** birds and fifli are very foiKl of them, and no doubt, 
« under the water, they are food for fmall aquatic 
infe£ls. Wh^t is further remarkablein this furpriz- 
ing creature, is, that in a life of a few days, it eats 
nothing, ieems to have no apparatus for that pur- 
pofe, but brings up with it, Out of the water, fuf^ 
** ncient iupport, to enable, it to f hed its fkin, and 
** to perform the principal end of life with great vi:- 

•* vacity. 
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*^ vacity. The pai^icular time when I observed fhem 5 
•* very numerous aod fportivc, was 'on the 26th of 
May, at fix o'clock in the evening. It was a fight 
very furprifing and eniertaining (ofee the rivefrs 
•♦ teeming irith innuroeraWe, pretty, nimble, flying 
♦* infefbi ; and almoft every thing near covered with 
** tb^. Whcti I looked Qp irvto the air, h was full* 
^' of them, as high as 1 could difeem ; and bein^ 
^' £0 thick, and sdways in motion, they made alraoft 
** fuch an appeafance as when one looks tip, and- 
«*. fees the foow coming down ; and yet this wonder- 
*' ful appearanre, in three or four days after the^Iaft. 
** of May^ totally tiifappeared.*' 

. Hawtkoryi-Jfy^ 

Bound on overy. hawthorn bulh when <the leaves cofiM 
forthi. 

Cre^'Mothi 

'Fotmd vA^tk there is a little breete in fennner ev^ningisv . 
ID gardens; has a great head, not unlike an cwl» 
whitifli wings, and yeilowtih body. The chub takes 
this ejcceedingly \t«tl. 

Biaci'Bee, or HumbU-B^e^ 

. Found in clay walls, and is aa excellent bait for the 
chub. 

N. B. The Reader will find the peculiar n^etfiod of 
dibbing for chub^ under the defcription of that fiik. ^ 

Rules and Hints to beobfdrvtd in Anglings 

I ft. Every brother angler Ihould be poffcffcd with a 
great deal of pcitienee, tind refignaiion, and not be oift 
down with bad luck, or be elated with good; for the 
hmt f4u:cc<£» cannot always attend him. 

ftd.. Never asigte in. glaring colours, for tlief are (he 

Dz. eafieft' 



"28 A CONCISE TREATISE ON 

eafieft tc be dHcerned by the fiflies, always turn put 
eariy in the morning, for that is the bell time of 
the day ; keep your tackle always neat, and let your 
baits be in the higheft perfe&ion. 

3d. When you angle flieher yourfelf a$ much as pof- 
fible from the fight of the fifhes ; for they are timo- 
rous, and eafily frighted; and when you angle for 
trout, you never need malce above one or two trials 
for him in the fame place, for he wifl in that time 
either take the bait or let it alone. 

4th. When the nights prove dark, cloudy or windy, 
you will the next day have but little fport in^refpefl to 
catching large fiihes, efpecially trouts; for in thoie 
nights they range about and devour fmall fifhes ; but if 
the nights are bright, and the moon and flslrs are out, 
and the days following (hould be overcaft, dark, and 
eloomy, you may depend on having good fport; for 
Sfhes are then as timorous as in fun fhiny days,and never 
fiir from their holds : therefore having abfiained from 
food all night, they are hungry and eager, and being 
encouraged by the darknefs and gloominefs of the day. 
to range about ; they then bite boldly and eagerly. 

jth. If you wiQi to knOw what ground bait nihes 
like beft, the firft you take, open his flomach, and 
"'there you will find what he fed on laft and bait ac- 
cordingly. 

6th. If before yots 06 out to angle, you fiiould ima« 

g'ne,. by the looks of the weather, that it will prove 
owery, or thunder, always take three or four night 
lines out wjth you, and whilft you angle for other 
filh, lay them in according to your judgment; baited 
with well fcour^ lob worms, and you ma(y depend on 
catching large eels, trout, &c. 

7th. The beft way to bait your hook, for this kind 
of fifhing, or for wormfiOttng in general, either with. 
lob wormSf brandlings^ «c. is thus : if you bait with 
one worm, put your hook into him fomewhat above the 
middlei and out again a little below the piddle; 

having 



. KavYrtg fd doM, draw yont \rorm above the arttijng of 
your hook ; but note, you ttioft tnict the hook at th« 
fail of the worm, ami not at the liead ; then having 
drawn, him above the arming of your hook, before 
mentioned ; put the point or yoar hook again into 
the Very head of the worm, till it come near the 
place where the point of the hook firft came oot, and 
then draw back that part of the worm that wa^ abbve 
the ihanlt, or arming of the hook : if you fi(h with 
two worms, then put the fecond on before you turfl 
back the hook into the head of the 6t& worm. 

Sth. If when you are angling in any particulaf : 
Ipot, and have had good fport, the fifhes (hould fuda 
■ denly Uave off biting, you may conclude that fomtf 
of the fifti of prey are come to the part you afe 
fifhing in J therefore put a minnow ori yo\ir hook 
alive, fticking it through his upper iip, or back fin ; 
fet your tackle befireng,'in cafe the pike fhdtild 
be there; but for a certainty you may depend thart 
either he or the pearch will take it. Bui the bell 
' way is to have a trimmef or two with you, which 
m^»y be applied with great advantage whillt yod angle 
for other fifli. 

gth. Wherf you bare ftruck agdod fifh, keep ycyuf^ 
' rod bent, which will prevent hrm from running x6 
ttie end of the line, whereby he might break his 
hold. 

io!h, In ponds angle near the fbrd^ where cattW 
gd to drtifk ; and in rivers, angle for breams, in the 
deepeft and quieteft parts ; for eds,undw trees hatjg-* 
mg over banks ; for chute, in deep fliadttl hoies> for 
p^rcfieft, in Tcours; for roachei; in wrtitef."in fhcJ 
decp.^, at all other times where you angle for pearches j . 
and for tro\it« xtt quick ftreams. • 

tith. It is good angling in whirlpools, urfdef' 
bridges, ^t the falls of mills, and in any place whfer^ 
the water is deep and clear, and ndt diftotbed t^^ith 
wi^d, ot weather ; atfaat the^openiig bi ftukes," Aritf 
'- r • * D 3 mill^ 
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mill-dams, and if you ^o with the courfe of the wa« 
ter, you will hardly miis catching iifbes, that fwim up 
the ftream to feek w^at food the water brings down 
with it. 

12th, When you fifh for roach, da<^e, &g. in a 
llreatn, caft your ground-bait above your hook ; and 
always remember to plumb yojLir ground. 

13th. Never truft to the (Irength of your rod, or 
line, whetiyou have hooked a good filh ; but always 
ufe your landing net. , 

14th. Your rod muft neither be kept too dry, nor 
too moid ; for the one wijl make it brittle, the other 
rotten, and in fujtry weather, always wet the joints 
of your rod, which will make them adhere ; and if 
by being wet, they Ihould ftick fo, that you cannot 
cafily get them afuhder, never ufe force, for then you 
will drain your rod ; but turn the ferrel of the joint 
that is fad, a few times over tbd flame of a candle, and 
it will feparate. . 

ijth. The bed times for angling are froni April to 
Odober, and the bed time of the day from three till 
nine in the morning, and three in the evening, . till 
fun-fet. The fouth wind is the bed to .angle in ; the 
next bed point to that is the wed, the cooler thefe 
blowin the hotted months is the bed time to fifll* 

]6th* Never angle in an eaderly. wind, for yxHir 
hibour will be in vain; but yoa may if the wind blows 
froip any other point, provided not too Qiarply. Fiflies 
will never bite before afliowerof rain; this hint may 
fave you many a wet Ikin. 

■17th. In tne morning, if there happens to be an 
hoar frod, either in the fpring or advancing of the 
lieafon, fi(hes will not bite that day, except in the 
cyentqg: and^ after they have fpawned, -very ill till 
with gc^ and' weeds, they have fcoured themfelves, 
and by thai means recovered their appetite. 

18 A. The bed time for the trout to bd taken, and 
oibef Si1h€% with the ground line, is, momihg and 

evening, 
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evening, in clear weather and water; but it the daX^ 
proves cloudy, or the water muddy, you may angl^' 
all day long. 

19th. The angler may depend on catching ftore of 
iiihes, in a dark, clofe, gloomy, or lowering day, if 
the wind.be foutherly, and when, as the poet obferves^ 

•• The flealing fhow'r 1$ fcarce to patter heard 
By fuch as wander thro' the foreft walks. 
Beneath th* umbrageous multitude of leaves." 

Having given the reader every neceffary inftruc- ^ 
lion, in regard to the breeding ^nd feeding of fifhes; 
with the heft advice concerning his rods, lines^ Jloats^ 
hooks ^. baits ^ &c. -and a fet of very choice rules, 
hints, and cautions ; I (hall now tell him the beft me^ 
thods'of taking the fifhes in general angled for in Eng^ 
land and Wales. * - 
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CHAP. V. 
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A defcription of the Jijk' generally angled for in Eng^ 
land and Wales^ with the proper times andfeafom 
to fifh for them ; their peculiar haunts^ ^pawning 
time^ and the moft killing baits ^ 6?c. 



Ihe Salmon* 

' . * 

THE Salmon^ according to the opinion of fome^ 
breeds in the fea; but that of others feems 
better warranted, that he breeds in the clear fandv 
parts ot rivers, not far from thr mouths thexeor. 
They commonly fpawn in Sober ^ and the young te. . 
come famlets the following year, and in a few monthi 

a large 
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a large-falfTion. The milter and fpamner having pen* 
formed their office, betake themfelves to the fta, and 
we are told that when they have been obftruAed in 
their pafTage they have grown fo impatient, that 
flapping their tails to their mouths, with a fiidden 
fp*rit)g, they have leaped cJear over wears, and other 
obftacic? which flood in their way; and fome, by leap- 
ing (hort, have by that means been taken. , If the^ 
happen to meet with fuch impediments, that they can- 
not get to fea, they become fick, li^an, and pine away, 
and die in two years : but if they fpawii in the mean 
time, from thence proceeds a fmall falmoji, called a 
Siegger^ which never grows large. The fern ale fal- 
HK^n is diftingui(hed from the md]e,becaufe its nofe is 
longer and more hooked, itsTcales not {o bright, and 
its body fpeckled over with dark brown fpots ; us belly 
flatter, and its flelh not fo red ; more dry, and lefs 
delicious to the tafle. 

The principal rivers' in England for Jalmon are, 
ift. The Thames^ whofe Jalmon beat all others 
for tafle and flavour; ih^ Severn^ and ihc Trenl / 
the Lon at Lancajlery about Cockcrjand Abbey \ at 
Workington in Cumberland^ B\wdl m NorthumbeT" 
tandy Dutham^' and Newcajik on Tyne^ the Dee 
in Chejhire^ and the rivers (jjk arul iVye in Mon» 
moutkjhire. Befides the Jalmon-kap in PemJfroAeJkire^ 
there' is another in the river Ban \n Ireland', this 
river is in the mountains of Mourn \n\\\^ county of 
Down, and it pafles through Lougk Eaugh, or Lough 
Sidney , a large lake in the county of Coir dine » Mr. 
Cambden fays it breeds /a/im';?x in abundance, above all 
other rivers in Eurjope, becaufe it is thought lo exceed 
all others for clearnefs, in which fort of vfzterjalmons 
delight. He bites beft about three in the atternoon, 
in May, June, July and Augufi^ if the water be cleaf, 
and a little breeze of wind ftirring : efpecialjy if the 
wind and ilream are contrary. You mufl fifh for 
him like a trout, with a worm, fly, or minnow, 6r 
"- . lob. 
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Ub'Worm U an excellent.bait for him, well fcoured ia 
rnofs, which makes it tough, clear and lively/ When, 
you have flnick hiiti, he wijl plunge and bounce in 
the water very much; therefore it is neceffay to have 
a flrong rod, ringed the fame, as a irowling rod^ 
ania winch, with a llrongJine on it forty yards 
long, with which length, and a proper playing him, 
you may kill the largeft fized one. He has not aeon- 
ftant refidence like a trout, but removes often, and 

J'ou (hould always angle for him as near the fpring 
lead as poffible, in the deepeftand broadeft parts of 
the river, near the ground. Put two large lob-worms 
on at a time, and you may fifli without a float, that is, 
with a running line. Let one yard next to your hook 
be gimp^ and your hook a proper fized falmon-hook* 

N. B. When I come to treat of Jlyfijhing, the 
proper flies for ihe.falmon, &c» will be clearly ex^ 
.prclfed. . 
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The TrouU ^ , 

/ 

The Trout is a delicious freOi water fifli, fpeckled 
with red and yellow ; coming in and going opt of 

, feafon with the btick, and fpawning in the cold months 
oWSoberdLtiA November^ whereas all other fifli^s fpawn 
in the hot fummer months. There are feveral fpecies 
of this flfli, all valued very much : but the beft are 
the red ind yellow ; and of thefe the female dif- 
tinguilhed by a lefs head and deeper body, is pre- 
ferred ; by the largenefs of their backs you may know 
when they ar& in iieafon, which may ferve as 9 rule 
for all other (Hhes. All winter long they are fick, lean, 

. and ^unwholefome, and frequently loufy. As the 
Spring advances, deferting the itill deep waters, they 
repair to the gravelly ground, again(l which tlsey 
continue to fub, till they have got rid of their' lice, 
which are a kind of worm, with large heads; fruvi 

thai, 
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that titDC thc)' delight to be 'in fliarp fireams, andi 
fuch as are very fwift ; where they lie in wait for* 
minnows. May flies^ &c. The latter part of May they 
are in the^higheii perie£lion» He is ufualiy cmight 
with a wormy minnow, ^^ fly% either natural, or artL- 
ficial; the different baits for him are the earthworm^ 
dung-worm, and tht .maggot, ox gentle, but the beft 
are the lob-worm and brandling. His haunts are, in. 
furling brooks, running very fwiftly over chalk ftones, 
gravel, &c* he is oftener taken in the fide of the 
£ream, thai) in it, though the large ones are ofien^ 
caught in the deepeft part of it. He delights t«>v 
fhelter himfelf behind large flones, or fmall banks^. 
that hang over the river, which the firesm run- 
ning againft, creates a foam; alfo in. the eddies be*, 
tween two ftreams ; his hold is ufually under the 
roots of trees, and in hollow banks in the deepeft^ 
^rts of rivers. When you angle for him at the 
ground) let the link 6f your line, next the hook, b&- 
thebeft/"/i worm gut you can provide ; and have a 
DiGe elaflic rod, which will enable you to ftrike true, . 
and to feel him, when he bites. Angle for him with, 
a rimning line, and begin at the opper part of the 
Aream, carrying your line with an upright band, and 
ieeling your lead run on the gronnd about ten> 
inches from the tiook, leading your line according 
to the fwiftnefs of the ftream ; as before direfted*. 
If you bait either with one, or two worms^ follow, 
the manner of baiting with, them which I have laid • 
down in the rules, and you will run on the ground 
.without being entangled. 

There is a very killing method likewife for a large 
.flrout : make a pair of wings of the featlierof a land- 
Tdfil, and point your hook with one or more cadis's ; 
your hook (houW 'be briftled, that is, when you whip 
on your hook, fallen a hog*s brittle under the filk, 
with the end (landing Qut about » ftraw's breadth at 
the head of the hook, from under the (ilk, and 

pointing 
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^jkJhtting towards the line, by which itieaDs the head 

of the cadis will be ^ kept clofe tq the wings: angle 

' with a rod about five yards long, and a line about 

•three; caft the wings and cadis up the ftream, which 

' will drive it down under the water towards the lower 

part of the hole ; .then draw it up the ftream very 

gently, though irregulaVly, at the fame time ihaktng 

your rod, and in a few cafls you will be fure to hook 

him, ifjtbere is one in the hole. You may angle the 

^iame way with two brandlings. . If you ufe two ca- 

dtt'-s with the wings, run your hook in at the head 

-and out at the neck of the firft, and quite through the 

'Other from head to tail. 

. The tr^nnBts is the moft exoHIent of all baits for the 

trout; when you filh with one, chufc the whiieft, 

and middle fized ones, thefe being the beft ;. £ind you - 

muft place hin* on your hook in fucb a manner, 

"that beingdrawn againft the ftream he may tum round. 

The beft way of bailing with a minnow is thus : 

<put your hook in at his mouth, and out at his gill, 

drawing it through about three inches : then put the 

-hook again into his mouth, and let the point and 

. "beard come out at his tail ; then tie the hook and hts* 

^tail about with a fine white thread, and let the body 

of the minnow bealmofi ftrait on the hook ; tfiijen try 

if it turns well, which it cannot do too faft. Angle 

with the point of your rod down the ftreanr, drawing 

the minnow up the ftream by little and little, near the 

top of the water. When the trout fees the bait, he 

will come moft fiercely at it, but be carcfttl not to 

fnatch it away, which at firft you may be apt to do ; 

•and never iirike till he has turned with the bait. 

A^. B. In this way of angling, a ringed rod is tb' 
be always ufed, with a winch for your line, which 
ihould have two or three fwivels on it ; by which 
means the minnow willfpin the better. 

The rivers moft famoua for trout are, the Kennet 
near Hungerfmd^ in Bcrkjhire ; the Sttnver^ in Ktnt^ 

which 
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, "Which nans through. C^i«/<?r^«ry, and is faid to hxteA 
the beft^routs in the fout'h eaft ol England; thofe in 
the WandU, near CaPialton in .S«rry; the Amerly in 
Ji^jf; the Di7»^, Wye, Lathkin, and Bradford, in 
Derbyjhire\ Riiile and Irk, in Lancajhirr, and in the 
£}i^ and W^^ in MonmouthJhirCy arc accpuntecl excel- 
lent trouts: but tofpeak impanially, no one can ab- ' 
/olutely determine in what particular river or brook 
are the 910ft an^ beft titnits. This however is cer- 
tain, that trouts are better or wbrfe,. trigger or lefs^ 
according to the nature of the foil qn which the 
river nans: pure clear, tranfparent ftreams, running 
on rocks, pebbles, or more cfpeciaJly limt-Jlones or 
fiinU, are experimentally found to breed, and afford 
the moil delicate and bell trouts. 

Tkt Cragling, Craylivg, or Umber. 

This fifh has thr^e different, names given it, accord- 
ing to the different pa^ts^ of England where it is 
found; he is by no means a general fifh, and what 
anglers feldoin meet with, except in the rivers Dove 
and Trenty and feme other fmall ftreams, particularly 
in that which runs by Salift>ury. The kannU of the 
grayling are nearly the fame of the trout; and^ in 
fifhingfor either of them, you may catch both. They . 
Ipawn the beginning of April, when they He moflly 
in fliarp ftreams; in Decertiber he is in his prime,, at 
which time his gills and head are blackiOi, and his 
belly dark grey, fludded with black fpots. He bhes 
very freely, but is often loft when ftruck, his mouth 
being very tender* Angle for him about mid-water, 
be being iriuch more apt to rife than dcfcend; and 
when you anghe for him alone, and not for the trout 
alfo, ufe a quill float, with the bait at ou)t fix or feven 
inches from the ground. He takes brandlings, ^ilt^ 
tails, meadow worms, gentles, &c. but the moft excel* 
lent ^it for him in Marth or April is the tagtaiL 

The 
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Tht Carp. 

The carf? is allowed to be the queen of freffi water 
fiihes (as the falmoo is the ting) and lives ionger than 
any other fiQi (except ihe eel) out of its element; 
They breed feveral times in one year; but their firft 

- rp^wning time is in Afay: Mr. Ray alTures us that in 
Hblland they have a fpeedy way of fattening them, by 
hanging tliem up in a net in a cellar, and feeding 
them with bread and milk. Patience is highly neceU 
fary for every one to be endowed with who angJei 
for carps, on account of their fagacity and cunning; 
their haunts are in the deepeil parts of ponds and 

. rivers, and in the latter where the fireams run flow. 
When the weather in April, May, June, July, and 
Auguft is. hot and fine, you cannot be too early or 
late at the fport. He feldom refufes the red-worm in 
April, the caddis in May, or ihe grafsAopper in June, 
July,. and Auguft. You rauft angle for him with a 
firong rod and liq^, a quill float, and ftrong gui at 
bottom; the hook in the medium of (ize; bemg a^ 
leather mouthed fifli h.e feldom breaks his hold, if 

, your tackle Ts ftrong and you play him properly. But 
whenever you intend to.fiOi for him particularly, and 
i^n good earneft, overnighl lay in. a ground-bait of 
garbage; as chickens guts, blopd mixed with cow* 
dung, or any coarie pafte: alfoale grains and blood 
iocorporated with chy, and at the fame time that you 
throw any of thefe ground baits in, plumb the ground 
to two depths, (for it isb^ to angle for carps with 

^two rods,) one about mid-water, the other four or*five 
inches from the ground. The next morning lay your 

• lines in very cautioufly and fuccefs will attend you. 
Gentks are very good baits for the carp, alfo a paile 
made oi honey and bread, and one made with bread 
and water alone, tindured with fed lead, but nothing 
in my opinion beats a green pca^ having killed more 
wiih that than any other bait. 

JE In 
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In fine fun-fhiny days, caqps will ohtn prime about 
noon, and fwim about i^e edges of a pond, , to catch 
Jiuch' flies as fall upon the furface of thd water: Jet 
the angler then take a firong rod, and pliable at-the 
top, a (Irong ltne,'and a hook large enough for a hb- 
€oorm; then • finding a place .free from weeds, about 
the compafis of the crown of a hat, let him dfop his 
bait without a float, and with only one large (hot upon 
the line, which he mud lodge upon the leaf of fome 
adjoining weed, fo that the bait ipay not be above 
eight inches ii^ the water; then retiring, but {^ as to 
keep his eye upon the Ihot, let him wait tiJl he fees'it 
takea away, with about a foot of^theline, and tiren 
flrike: when he has hooked his fi(h, lethim-^keep 
him tight, and not fafier him to entangle himfelf 
among the weeds; but either draw him . out by 
main force, or pull him into a clear place, and there 
kill him. 

N. B. The foregoing method is an excellent one^ . 
and great numbers of carp may be taken by it ia: 
ponds which are well flocked. 

The Bream* 

The time of the irjsam^s fpawning is in June; his 
chief refidence is in ponds; he is a bony filhi and 
very flow of growth. From SaiiU Jameses dde to 
Bartholomew tide is the bed. time to angle for him,' 
and the beft time of the day in that feaion is, from 
fun rife, to eight o'clock, in a; gentle ftream, the. 
water being rather thick, and curled with a good 
breeze. He delights in the deeped and wided parts 
of the water, and if the bottom is clear aild. landy 
it. is the better. His baits are gentles^ red-worms^ gilt^ 
taiis, and grafshoppers: when he takes ^our bait he 
makes for the oppofite fliore, therefore give him play, 
for though he is a drong made fifli, he will notdrug. 
|gle much| but in two or three tunes fall eo^oAe fide, 

and 
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and you may land him very eafily. -Ahgle foF hirn 
- wi^h a flrong line, with gut al bottom, the hook 
■ No. 4, ^nd throw in th*fe place you intend- to angle 
.for him* a ground-bait n^ade of malt, grains, bran, 
blood and clay, the; wight before; and vou may fiih 
with two or three liniits, plumbed to diflferent depths/ 
and follow the method whicli is laid down for- the 
carp. ' \ • 

• . The Pike. ' 

• _ I » 

/ 

The Pike is a, very lortg'lived fifh, acjcording to Lord 
Btic&n and Ge/her; \yiio fay he out lives all others. 
He is called the tyrafii of the waters, and will almoft 
feiae upon any thing, nay unnaturally devour his own 
kind. He fpawns in February ov March\ the heft pike 
' are thofe that are -found in rivers, thofe in ponds-are 
not near fo good: the larger he is, the coarfer the 
food, and to vice vet fa. He feeds on fmall fiflies, and 
frogs, and on a weed called pickerel, from which fome 
affert he derives his being; he is a foiitary, melancholy, 
and bold fifh, always being by himfelf, and never 
fwimming in'fhoals, or in company with other. fiflies* 
There are two ways of angling for the pike, by the 
' ledger bait and the walking bait. Firft, The ledger 
bait is that fixed in one certain place, and which the 
, angler may leave, and angle for other fift; of this 
kind tlie beft is fome living bait, as a dace, gudgeon, 
roach, or live frog. To apply it, if a fifh, flick the 
hook through his upper Up, or back fin, then faf- 
teningitto a flrong line, ten or twelve yards long; 
tie the other end to fome ftake in the ground, or 
ftump of a trte, near the pike's haunt; letting the . 
line pafs over the fork of a flick, placed for the pjur- 
pofe, and fufpending the hook, by a yard of the line 
in the water; but To, as when the pike bites, the 
fork may give way, -and let him have line enough to 
go to his hold, and pouch the bait. If you bait with 
a frog, put the ariping wire in at his mouth, and put 

E 2 ' . at 
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It Lis gill;- then tie the frog*s leg above- the upper 
joint, to the armed wire. Secondly, The walking 
bait is that which the fifher attends to himrelf, and is 
called frowhng, from the French of trolUr, to move 
or walk about. Before I proceed any farther in this 
mode of angling for the pike, I (hall give the angler 
a defcription of the kind of rod, line, and hooks, ne- 
ceflary to be ufed. Your rod mufl be a ftrong one, 
and ringed for the line to pafs through, and about 
three yards and a half long; your line about tliirty 
yards long, wound upon a winch, to be placed on the 
putt end of your rod, and with which, you inay al- 
ways keep your line to any length; and at the end 
of your line next the hook, let there be a fwivel. The 
books that are moft general, are the two following 
ones^ they are formed and baited in this manner. 
The firft is no more than two (ingle hooks (though 
you may buy them made of one piece of wire) tied 
back to back, with a fkrong piece of gimp between 
the (hanks; in whipping the gimp and hooks toge- 
ther, make a fmall ^oop, and take into it two links 
£>f chain^ about an eighth of an inch diameter; and ^ 
in the lower link (by means of a ftaple of wire) faften 
by the greater end a bit of lead, of a conical (igure, 
and angular at the point. The fecond hook, may be 
cither (irtgle, or double, with a long (hank, and 
leaded two inches up the wire, with a piecQ of lead 
about a quarter of an inch fquare ; at the greater or 
lower end (ix to the (hank an armed wire about four 
inches long, and at the top of the wire, about half a 
yard of gimp, with a loop at the top of that: to bait 
this hook, you muft have a brafs needle about fcven 
inches long; put the loop of the gimp, on the eye, 
or fmall curve of the needle; then thruft it into the 
mouth of the (i(hl and bring it out at his tail, draw- 
ing the gimp and wire along with it, till the lead is 
fixed in the belly of the bait (ilh, and the hook, or 
hooks« are come to his mouth, then turn the points 

of 
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of the hooks towards his eyes, if a doublethook, but 
if a (ingle one, dlrefily ia a line with his belly, and 
tie his tail to ^he arming wire very neatiy with white 
thread i I always, whether the book be double or 
finglci put a fmall piece of a worm on the point, or 
points of it; which prevents their prickinff the pike 
when he takes it, for if it does he will inilantly leave it; 
To bait the former, put the lead into th6 mouth Qf 
the bait fifli, and few it up, 'the fifli will live fome*- 
tin]e; and though the weight of the lead will keep 
his head downwards, he will fwim with nearly rlie 
f<)me eafe as if at liberty. jSither of the former hooks 
being- baited and fattened to the fwivel, caft it into 
the water, and keep it in conftant motion; fome- 
times letting it fink, and at 'others raifing it gradual- 
ly, chiefly throwing it into the parts of tbes pond,> 
niecr, or river, where his haunts are moil ufual; as 
near banks, linder fturops of trees, by the (ide of bull- 
rufhes, water-docks, weeds, or bufhes, but in- any of 
thefe places you need never make above a trial or 
two for him, for if he is theie he will inftantly feize 
the bait. When lie has taken it give him line, ^nd 
let. him run to his hold and pouch it ; allow him in 
general five minutes law, then ftrike him, and divert 
yourfelf with bim as you pleafe. But, if after he. 
has run off with the Bait to his hold, and refis there 
but about a minute, and then runs quickly off with it 
again^ do not drike him until he has refied a fecond 
tiqie; and not then, until the five minutes are expi« 
red,.unlefs he runs off again before they are; which 
if he does, draw a tight line and ftrike him immediate- 
ly; if he refifts very much give him line enough, wjiichl 
will foon exhauit his (Irength; and when you pulli 
him towards you do apt do it violently ; for if you do 
he Will launch and plunge in fuch a manner, that 
though- he may not be able to break your taqkle, yet 
be will tear away his hold ; nay^ even his entrails i£ 
he his hooked there ; but if you feel^'binx come eafilv. : 

E 3 towarcis 
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towards you, wind up your line, until you fee him ; 
tHen if he ftruggles again very much, give him line- 
again ; and fo proceed till you have killed him ; by 
following which methods you will foon accompUfh. 
The pike bites beft from the middle of fummer to the 
end of autumn, about three in the afternoon, in clear 
water, ruffled with a gentle gale; but in winter all 
daylong; and in the fpring he bites early in the 
morning, and late in the evening. The beft baits for 
him are fmall roaches, daces, bleaks^ &c. if the day 
be dark and cloudy; but dt gudgean is the beft, if the 
water is clear, and the day bright and fine. Your 
live, baits fliould be kept iiv a tin kettle, with holes 
made in the lid, that you may change your^ water 
often,. which will keep them dlive a long while; your 
dead ones in a tin box made for that purpofe, with 
bran, which dries up the moifture that hangs about 
them, and contributes to preferve them longer, Ahg- 
ling for the pike at the Jhap is to let him run a little, 
and then to flrikc him, the contrary way from whence 
he runs, with two ftrong jerks; in this method you 
muft ufe a double fpring hook, which is to be had at 
any of the (hops, and your tackle muft be very ftrong. 
The Jkap is beft ufed m March, when they arefpawn- 
iiig; at which time they are fick, and lofe their fto- 
flCULch ; though they will then take your bait, but 
immediately throw it out of their mouths ; therefore 
Ariking them when they firft take the^ bait is the only 
way to be even with them ; which is called angling 
at Jhap, The way to bait the /hap hook is thus ; 
make a hole with a (harp pen knife in the fide of the 
bait fiOi ; then put the gimp that is faftened to your 
hook into it, and draw it out at the mouth, till the 
fpring hook cdmes to the place where the incifion 
was made; which when it is, put it into the belly of 
the fiO), then have a piece of lead, about the fizc of a 
horfe^bean, though of an oval form, with a hole thro* 
u from cad to ei^, large enough for the gttnp to go 

through; 
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througli; draw it (ifown to the fifh's mouth, iTien 
put it in it, and few it up. Or, you may make an in- 
cifion in the fkin only, and draw the gimp out at the 
bone behind the gills, then enter it again under the 
gills, ?nd briqg it out at the mouth, which I think 
- IS the heft method, becaufe the hook has only the 
(kin to hinder its fixing in the pike; whereas in the . 
firft methods it muft pierce through the flefh agd fkin 
before it caa touch him ; and if it is not very large, 
may hook him fo (lightly as to fpoil all your fporf. 
There ufed to be a way alfo of taking Pike called 
Huxing, but as the ufe of Trvnmers^ is now fo gene- 
rally known, it would be needlefs for me to infift 
further upon it. 

1 (hall now communicate to the reader, a method 
vhich I have taken more pikes and jacks with, than 
any other way. The hook which you muft ufe, is to 
be. like the firfl hook that I have mentioned, with 
this exception only, that the lead of a conical figure 
muft be taken away : then, before you fix the fwivel 
on the bottom of the line, put on a cork float that 
will fwim a gudgeon, then put on your fwivel, and 
fix your hook and gymp to it : put a fwan fhot on 

{rour gimp, to make your float cock a little, and of 
uch a weight, that when the hook is baited with the 
gudgeon it may do fo properly. Your gudgeons muft 
be kept alive in a tin kettle : take one, and flick the 
hook either through his upper lip, or back fin, and 
throw him into the likely haunts beforemeptioned, 
'^ fwimming at mid water. When the pike takes it, let 
hi^i run a little, as at the Jnap^ and then ftrike him. . 
In this method of pike fiOiing, you may take three 
' kinds of fifli, viz. pikes, pearcnes and chubs. It is fo 
murdering a wa/that the generous angler fl^ould never 
x\h it, except he wants a few fifties to prefent his 
frieflds with. 

Rules to be obferved in trowling. S^ftefntir and 
' OSobcr arc ^e beft inombs for ttotvhng^ becaufe the . 

wced$ 
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weeds are then rotten, and the fifhes are fat with the 
fummer^s feed. March is the befl for (h^Jhap^ b6- 
caufe, as I have faid before, they then fpawn, and ^ire 
Cck, and therefore never bite freely, 

A large bait intices the pike to take it the.moft, but 
a fmalLone takes him with greater certainly. 

Always, b(5th at trowl ^n^Jhap^ cut away one of 
the fins, clofe at the gills of the bait fifh, and an- 
other fit the vent on the contrary fide; which makes 
It' play better. 

Let no weeds hang on your bait, for if they do, 
the pikp will not touch it ; and always throw it into 
the water gently. 

" When you have a bite, and thefilh goes down the 
ilream, it is commonly a fmall one ; but- on the-con- 
trary, if he fails flowly upward with the bait, it is a 
fign of a good one : great fifhes in general bit< more 
calmly than fmall ones ; for the fmall ones fnatch and 
run away with the bait withoiit any deliberation, but 
old fifties are more wary. 

Be careful how you take a pike out of the-wateY, 
for his bite i^ venomous ; therefore \{ you have not a 
landing net, put your finger and thumb intoiiis eyes, 
and take him out that way. 

Both ^t trawi and Jhap, always have one. or more 
fwivcls on the line, which will prevent its keiiking^ 
and makeic play better in the water. 

The P^rck, 

ThcJ?earck is bow backed like a hog, and armed with 
ffiff gnftlcs, and his fides wjth dry thick fcales. He 
is a very bold biter» which appears by his daring to 
venture upon one of his ov)n kind, with more cou- 
rage than 6ven the ravenous Luce. He feldom grows 
above two feet long, fpawns Once a year, eitjier in 
February or March^ and bites beft^ the latter part 
c£ the iprlng. His hamiU are chiefly in the Dreams 

not 
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not very deep, under hollow banks,, a gravelly bou 
torn, and at the turning of an eddy. If the weather, 
is cool and cloudy, and the water a little ruffled, he 
will bite all day long, efpecially from eight till tea 
in the nriorning, and from three till fix in thie even- 
ing."^ If there are thirty or forty of them in a hole, 
they may be all caught ^t one flanding : they are not 
like the Iblitary pike^ bu^t love to accompany one ano* 
tlier, and fwim in Iboals, as all fifhes which hav0 
Jcales are obferved to do. His baits are minnows, Ht- 
ile/r^^j, pr brandlings, if well fcoured; when he 
bites give him titpe enough, and you can hardly give 
liim too niuch ; for as he rs not a leather-mouthed 
lifh, without you do, he will often break his hold. 
Angle for him, if you bait with a brandling, with ah 
indiflerent flrong line, and gut at bottom, your hook 
No. 4, 5, or 6, and about five or fix inches from 
the ground. But if you rove for him, with a minnow 
^^jrog (which is a very pleafant way) then your line 
fhould be ftrong, and the hook armed with gimp, and 
ihebait.fwimming at mid-water, fufpended hy a cork 
float. I for my own part always ufe my trowl, that itt 
cafe a pike fhould take it^ I may be prepared for him. 
Keep your minnows in a tin kettle, and when you bait 
with One, flick the hook through his upper lip, or 
back fin. If you ufe the /r^^, flick it through the 
fkin of his hind leg. Thele direflions being carefully 
attended to, I dare infure the angler fuccefs. 

The Tench. - 

The tench (the fiflies phyfidan) fo called becaufe its 
flime is faid to be very healing to wounded fiOies ; and 
what is more flrange, the voracious pike is fo fenfible 
of his fovereign virtue, that he will not hurt a tench, 
although he will feize any other fi(h of his own 
Cze that comes in his way; and when he or any 
other fifhes are fick^ tbeyfind relief by rubbing them- 
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(elves againfl bis bbdy* He is a dcliciotis frcDi wat^r 
fi(h; has fmall fpales, yet very large and fraooih fins, a 
red* circle about the eyes, and a little barb hanging at 
each corner of his mouth. His haunts dxt chiefly in 
ponds amongft weeds; he thrives very ill in clear 
waters^ and covets to feed in foul ones; yet his fle& 
is nourifhing and pleafant. Thjey fpawn the begin- 
ning ol July: the proper time to angle for them is 
early and late in the months of May, June, the lat- 
ter end of July, and in Auguft. You muft ufe a 
flrong line wiih^w/ 2\ bottom. The hook, No. 2 or 
3, aad a quill float; the depth about two feet. He 
bites beft at red-worms^ if you dip them firft in tar, 
^ at all forts ol pafies made up with fti ong fcented oils, 
and at one made with the infide of a roll, and honey* 
Alfa at cad-worms y lob-worms^, flag worms, gentUst 
marJh'Worms^ and foft boiled bread grain, Befides 
the river Stour in Dorfetjhirey fo particularly recom- 
mended for plenty of tench and eds\ there is Brcck* 
nock Afere, in Brecknock/hire, being two miles in 
length, and as much in breadth, full of percAes^ 
tenches, and eels*> 

The Flounder. 

Thejlounder may be fifhed for all day, either in fwift 
' flreams, or in the ftill deep; but beft in the ftream, 
in the months of April, May, Ji:\ne, and July. Your 
line mud be a fingle haired one, with a, fmall float, 
and the hpok. No. 6 or 7. Let your bait touch the 
ground, which may be any fort of fmall tvorms^ 
wqfps, or gentles. He being a fifh but feldom taken 
with the rod and line, to enlarge on the fubjeS 
would be totally u'nrieccfFary. 

The Chub* 

The chtdf is a fifti by no means in very much 
efieem, his flefh being very coarfe, and full of fmall 

bones,' 
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%oi\es; yet he affords good fport.to the angler, ^Fpe- 
ciaily to a Tyrom that art. They fpawn about the 
beginning of April; and their haunts are chiefly in 
!arge rivers, having clayey or (ahdy bottoms, in holes ^' 
fliaded with trees; where many of them, in general 
keep together. He biies beft from funrlfing till eight, 
and from three till fun-fet. In March and April you 
ifhift angle for the chbb with worms, in June and 
July, vf'nh ^les, /nails, and cherries; but in Auguft 
and iieptember, ^ufe a pafl^ made of Parme/an, or 
Holland chtejt, pounded hi a mortar with a little 
butter, and a fmall quantity of laflfron put to it to 
make it of a ycHow colour. In ihe winter, when the 
ihub is in his prime, a pafte made oiCheJhire chcejc 
and turpentine^ is very good; but no bait more kil- 
ling for bim, than the^^M of an ox or cow's bark 
bone; you inuft t^e the tough outward (kin off very 
c«refuily; but take particular. care that you do not 
bruifethe iawardlktn; alfo the brains of the above 
animals are excellent for him. Let your line be very 
itrong, 'with a quil) float on^ it, ^Tor\ggut at bottom ; 
the hook, No. 3 or 4, the depth, in hot weather; 
mid-wa^r, 'in coldiih near the bottom, and in quite 
cold weather on the ground. The moll pleafant way 
of taking him is by aibbing; which is thus perform- 
ed : in d hot fummer's day, go to any hole that you 
kno^r they haunt, and you will find perhaps thirty 
or forty of them, baiking themfelves on the furface* 
iof the water: then take your rod, which mufl be 
very ftrqne and long; your line the fame, but about ^ 
a yard in length; and bait the hook with a grafshop* 
perv you muft ffaelter yOurfeif behind fome bufh, or 
ilump of a tree, fo as not to be feen; for the chub 
is very. timorous, and the4eaft fhadow will make i>im 
fink -to the bottom; though be will foon rile a^ain. 
Having therefore fixed your eye upon the largefl' 
and beft; drop your bait ^ith ^eat cdution before 
him> and he miiX iofiaiitly tak^ it, «nd be held fait ; 

for 
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for he is a leather^nQoutbed fi(h, and feldom breaks 
hold, if played properly. 

N. B. In dibbing, where you cannot get a grajs^ 
hopper^ ^^yfiy% ieell€, or moth^ will equall) anfwer the 
pu^pofe* 

The Barbd. 

The Barbct^ fo called on account of tlie barb, or 
1>eard, that is under his nofe, or chops, is a leather- 
mouthed fiih; ajfid though he feldoin breaks his hold 
when hooked; yet if he proves a large one, he often 
breaks both rod and line. The male is efteemed 
much better than, the female, but neither of them 
are very extraordinary. They fwim in great (hoals, 
and are at the worft in Aprils at which time they 
fpawn, but foon come into feafon again; the places 
they chiefly refqrt, are fuch as are weedy, gravelly 
cifing grounds, in which this £(h is faid to dig, and 
rout his nofe like a fwine. In the fummer he frequents- 
the flrongeft and fwifteft currents of water; as-under 
deep bridges, ^ears, &c. and is apt to fettle himfelf 
amongfi the piles, hollow places, and in raofs and 
weeds. In the autumii^ he retires into the. deeps^ 
where he remains all the winter and beginning of the 
fpring. The heft baits for him are S^mon-fpautn^ 
Ipt'Worm^y gtntiest bits of chceje% wrapt up in a wet 
luien rag to make it tough, or fleeped in honey for 
tvrenty-kkur hours, and greaves: obferve, that the 
fw^eter and cleaner your baits ajce kept^.tfaye more 
eager he takes them. You cannot^ bait the ground 
for him too much, when you angle for him i^rith 
any kind of garbage; as lob-ivorms cut in pieces, 
midt ^ui grains incorporated with bleed and clay^ &c. 
TJhe earlier and later you fifli for him in the months 
of; June, July, and Auguft, the, better. Your rod 
and line n>ufi be yery flrong; the. iornier ringed, 
and the latter nsiuft have gimp al the bottom ;. a ruD«. . 
nir^ plummet. iQutt be pJU«edoA. your. line, which is a 

bullet 
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bdUet with a hole through it: place a large fliQt a foot 
above the hook, to prevent the bullet falling on it. 
The worm will of courfe be at the bouom, for na ^• 
float is to be ufed, and when the barbel takes th^ 
bait, th^ bullet will lie on the ground and not choak 
him. By the bending of your rod you will Jcnow 
when he bites, and alio witn your hand will feel him 
give, a ilrong fnatch, then ftrike him, and lie \^iU 
be your own, if you play him well ; but if you do not 
manage him with dexterity, he will break your 
tackle. You muft have on your rod a winch, and st 
Kne on it about thirty yards long. 

The mod famous places near London for barbel- 
angling, are Kingflon-bridgc and Shepferton-deepsi 
but Wahondceps^ Chtrtjty^bridgt^ Hampton-ferry^ 
and the holes under Cooptr" shiU^ are in no wife in- 
ferior. You may likewife meet with them at all the 
locks between Maidenhead and Oxford. 

N. B. Their fpawn a6ls as a violent cathartic and 
emetic 

neEeK 

Aothors of natural hiftory, in regard to the eel, have 
advanced various conjeQures; and in fome mea- 
fure have contradi6led each other entirely on this 
head; namely: Whether they are produced by ge-«. 
neration, or corruption, as worms are ; or by certiain 

Jlutinous drops of dew, which falling in May and 
une, on the banks of fome ponds or rivers, are by 
the heat of the fuu turned into eels^ Abr. Mylius, 
in a treatife on the origin of animab, defcribes a 
method of producing them by art. He fays, that if 
you cut up two turfs, covered with May-dew, and 
lay one on the other, the grafly fide inwards, and 
thus expofe them to the heat of the fun, in a fewr 
hours there will fpring from them an infinite quantity 
of eels. Eels are diftinguiihed into four kinds, viz. 
tSatfilver eel; a greenifh ee/, called a grey; 4 blackiOi 

F eel, 
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til, with a broad Hat head; and Taflly, zn^gl vnSx 
reddffli fins. The eel's kaunts are cnieQv atnongft 
tvreeds, under roots and ftumps of trees, noles, and 
< defts in the earth, both in the banks and at bottom, 
and in the plain mad; where they Ke with only their 
hjeadsout, watAing for "prey: alfo about flood-gates, 
wears, bridges, and old mills, and in the ftill waters 
€hat are foul and imiddy; but the fmalleft eels are 
to be met with in all fc^rts of rivers and foils. They 
conceal themfelves in the winter, for fix months, in 
the mud, and they feMomnrove about in the fummer; 
<in the day time, -but all night long; at whi(^h time, 

. you may take a great number of them, by laying ia 
vnight lines, fattened here and there to banks, flumps 
of trees, &:. of a proper length for the depth bf tne 
'Water, leaded fo as to lie on the ground; and a pro- 
;|)er eel hook whipped on ea^h, baited with the fol- 
lowing baits, which he delights in, vii^gardin-worms^ 
or lobSi fninnowSf kefCs-^uis, Jijh garbage, ioacfus^ 
'£mall gudgeons, or miller's thumos^ alfo fm^l] ^oacAes^ 
the hook being laid in their mouths. There are two 
•vways to taKe them in the day time called fnigglins and 
bobbing* 5m^/in^ is thus performed: take a iron? 
line, and bait your hook with a large l&b worm^ am 
go to fuch j^kces abovementioned wfaeie eels hide 
»diemfelves in the day, time; put the bait gently inte 
the hole, by the help of a cleft flick, and if the eel is 
there he will certainly bite; let him tire himfelf by 

' tugging, before you dBFer to puU him out, or ^to 
he will break youf line. The other method is called 
tobbing. In order to perform this you inuft fconr 
fome farge-Z^^^j, and with a needle run a twifted filk 
thro' as many of them, ironr end to end, as will 
Jtghtly wrap a dozen times round your hand; make 
«them into blinks, and faften iliem to ftrong ^paclF* 
vthread, or whip-cord, two yards long, then make -a 
knot in the Kne aibout fix or eight inches ^rom the 
wormq; ^tennraids jiut three quarten of a ^ponnd of 

lead. 
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lead, made in 9 pyramida) form, on tbe cord; the 
lead muft be made hollow three pans of the w^y up 
it, and then a hole muft be bored through it, big 
enough to put the cord through and let the lead Qide 
down to the knot. Then fix ^11 to a manageable pole, 
and ufe it in miaddy water; When the fiihes tug, let 
tljem have time to taften,- then draw them gently up, 
and hoift them quick to fhore. A' boat caUed ^punt 
is very ufeful in this kind of fifhing. Some ufe an 
itl fpear to catch eels wiih, which is an inllrument 
with three or tour forks, or jagged teeth', which they 
flrike at random into the miid. 

The rivers Slower m Dorjetjhin;, Ankam\n Liri" 
calnJliire'f'Zni Irk in Lancafhire^ ate famed by their 
refpeBive neighbours for \try excellent Eels, Mr. 
Pope has celebrated the river Kenneth in Bcrkjhirc^ op 
ihe laJTie account, m his Windfor Foreft. 

. The Kennet fwift, for filver eels renown'd. 

In Runfey-mere^ in Huntingdonjhire, are a great 
quantity of Eels and large PikeSy which they call 
Hageis; but Cambridge/hire boafts of having the moft 
afid bell Eels^ if you credit the natives* 

The Roach. 

The roachii^lhomi-iil ik ^arn is crafty, he is by 
no means a delicate fi(h; the river ones are much 
better than thofe bred in ponds. They fpaWn in 
May^ and will bite all day long, if the weather is 
not in either of the extremes, on the top of the wa- 
ter. Their haunts are chiefly in fandy or gravelly 
deep waters; delighting to be in the (hade. ' In April 
their baits are ^ads and worms. In fummer, white 
Jnails oxjlies. In autumn, a pafle made of fine white 
bread, moulded in your hands with water, and a little 
cotton added to it, to keep it from wafhing off the 
hook, which fljouW be No. 9, Jn winter genUes are 
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4he beft bait for him; you fhould fifh with a line 
made of (ingle hairs,, a quill float, and th^ lead about 
a foot from the hook; and when you angle for 
Voach^ always cafl in a ground bait, made of bran, 
-clay and bread incorporated together; and when you 
angle with tender baits, always flrike at the leafl; 
nibble that is apparent. Sprouted malt, the young 
brocd of toa/ps, tees dipt in tlood,^ and the dried tioocl 
oijheep, are noftrums in this kind of angling. 

The largefl roach in this kingdom are taken in the 
Thames, where many have been caught of two pounds 
and a haH weight; but roach of any fize are hard to 
be taken without a boat. 

The people who live in the fifhing-towns along the 
banks 6f the Thames, have a method of drefling large 
toach and dace, which it is faid, renders them a very 
pleafant and favoury food; it is as follows: without 
fcaling the fifh, lay him on a gridiron, over a flow 
fire, and llrew a little (lour on him ; when he begins 
to grow brown, make a (lit^ not more than (kip deep, 
in his back, from head to tail, and lay him on again: 
when he is broiled enough, the (kin, fcales and alt 
will peel o(F, and leave the (lefh, which will be by 
that time very (irm, and perfeftly clean; open the 
belly, take out the infide, and ufe anchovy and 
butter fur i'auce. 

The Dace, or Bare. 

This, fifli, and the roach, are much of the fame 
' kind, therefore the direHions given for one will ferve 
for the Other. They fpawn about the middle of 
Marcfi, and will take any fly, efpecially the ftene- 
cadezvjly. May fly, the latter end of April and moft 
part o\ May; and ihcantjly in June, July, and Au- 
guft. When you angle for the dace with the artt 
Jly, under water, let it be about two hand*s breadth 
from the ground. They never refufe a fly in a warm 

day 
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dty on liie tojp of the water. The beft bait for them, 
in the winter, is the mrih bab^ it is the fpawn of the 
beetle, and is to b«e found by following tli^e plough 
in faodyib grounds; put them into a veflel with 
fome of the earth from whence they^ are taken, and 
yfethem all the winter as an excellent baiti as I have 
before-mentioned in the defcription of baits. As for 
your line, &c« the direfiions given for the roach, wil} 
ferve in all refpeQs for the dace or dare. 

Dac€ may be alfo taken with iklh-flles, ,upoa th^ 
fttrface of the water; into whofe backs, between the 
wing^, you muft put your hook, which fhould be 
very fmall: they bite in the morning and evening; 
you muit then provide a cane rod^ which is the light- 
eil of any, and let it be feventeen feet at leaft in length, 
atnd your line, which fhould from the middle down- 
waras condft of fingle hairs, be a little longer thaq 
your rod; then provide a fuflicient quantity of fmaU 
houftfiitSy which keep in a phial ftopped with a cork. 
Wiih theie repair, efpecially about feven or eight 
«*'clock in a furamer's evening, to a milljiream^ and 
having fixed three or four hooks with fingfe bair^links, 
XH)t above four inches long to your line, bait them 
with the flies, and angle upon the furface of the -water 
on the fmoolhefi part, at the end of the ^ ream: 
llie Dace will fife freely, efpecially if the iun does 
not Ihine on that part of the water where you cafl the 
flies, and, you may take two or three at a time. Thijs 
fgort will continue as long as day-light will permit 
you to fee the flies. In the fame manner dace wiU 
alfo rife at the ant Jfy upon the furface of the^aler, 
if ufed in^ morning at the foot of a current ^v mill 
ftream, or on the fcour before the fun comes on the 
water. If the water is high, fo as to be almoft equal 
with its banks, take joxxx fy rodt and fatten to your 
line an artificial fly^ called the caterpillar fiy^ or a 
finall r^i/*Paltner, then take a large yellow gentle^ 
(the yellower the better) run the hoed; through the 
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fkin of it, and draw it up to the tail of the Jiy! this 
being done, whip it on the furface of the water, 
and if you are diligent and expert, you will have 
good diversion. If you angle where two mill Jlr^ams- 
are going at the fame time, let it be in the eddy be* 
tween the two flreams: firft make ufe of yovir plum-. 

, met; if the water is deep, angle within a foot of the 
bottom, and perhaps you will find but poorfport; 
but if it proves to be (hallow, that is, about the depth- 
of two feet, or not exceeding three, your fpprt may 
be better: bait your hook with« three large gentUs^ 
ufe dtcorkjloat, be very attentivej and' ftrike at the 

^ very firft bite; if there ape any large dace \h thf^ mill- 
pool they will refort to the eddy between the two 
ilreams. 

N. R* Whenever you fi(h for roach or dace at 
ground, without you ufe a ground bait, the attempt, is 
almoft ufelefs; but after great heats^ when the wea- 
ti^rgets cool, you will be fure to have good fpol"t<. 

The Gudgeon. 

TTbe Gudgeon is a fifli that affords the young angled 
, ^u amazing deal of diverCon; being one that bites 
.very free, and when* fl ruck. i& never loft; becaufc 
he is a leather -mouthed fiffi They fpawn three or 
four times iathe funimer, and their feeding is like 
the Barbel's, in the ftreams and on gravel; flighting 
all manner of flies. Their baits are chiefly tuajps^ 
gentles i and cads^ but the imM. red worm is beft. 
When you angle for them, be provided with a 
gudgeon^rakci wifh whi<:h rake the ground every ten 
minutes; which gathers them together. A. fingle 
haired hne is beft, with a quill or cork float, according 
to the rapidity of the ftream ;.' your hook. No. 7 or 8s 
and your bait oxx. the grounds You may angle for 
him with a runnir^ liiK^i by h^nd». without a floats 
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^^ ' : 

The Pope, or Ruf. 

This fifli with a double name, is fmall, and rarely 
grows bigger than a gudgeon ; in ihape very like the 
perchf but is better food, being in the tafte as, 
pleafant as any fi(h whatever. His haunts are in the 
deepeft running parts of a gravelly river, the exaft 
bottom whereof, having found by plumbing, bait 
your hooks with fmall r ed- worms , or brandlings \ for 
you may angle with two or three, and have excellent 
fport. He. bites very greedily, and as- they fwim in 
rfroals, you may €at€h twemy or thirty at one fend- 
ing, in a, cool gloomy day. Always bait the ground- 
with earth, and ufe the fame tackle as for the gud- 
geon. The rwer Yare, in Norfolk, is alraoft peculiar 
for plenty of Ruffs. 

. The Bleak, or Bley. 

The hleai^ on account of its eagernefs to catch 
flies, is called by fome the river /wallow , and by 
others iht frejli water f prat ^ becaufe of its refem- 
blance to ih^ fea fprat. He bites very eagerly'at all 
fbrts of worms, flies, pa/les, ^xiAJheep^s blood. You 
may fifti for him with fix or feven fmall* hooks at a 
time. He is an excellent fifh to inittatie a young 
angler in Jly Jifhi^g^ by his whipping for them in d 
hot fummer's evening, with a fmall artificial black 
gnat. Your tackle n:iuft be fine, and neatly formed, 
Ho-is a capital bait for the pike. 

The Minnow, 'or Pinh 

The minnow, though one of the fmalleft fifhes, is 
as excellent a one to eat as any of the moil famed. 
They-are generally found in March and April, and 
i^emain till the cold weather compels them to T*tire 
40 their winter <juarte.rs. He is of a greenift,. ot 

•wavy 



wavy flcy colour; his belly v^xy white, his back 
blackifti; and is a moft excellent bait for any ^of tlie 
fifh of prey : namely, the pike, trout, perch, &c. 
His baits ~are fmall red-worms, toafps^ cais^ &c. It 
you can catch enough of tfaem, they make an excel- 
lent tanfy, their heads and tails being cut off; and 
fried in eggs, with a fauce made of butter,, fugar, and 
•Ijerjuice. 

The Loachi or Locke. 

This fifh i« very fmall^ but cats very well ; and is 
nourilhing food for fick perfons. He is found in clear 
iwift brooks, and. ri'vulets, and his food is graveU 
He is bearded like the barbel, and freckled with black 
and white fpots. You may take him with a fmaU 
rcd-worm at ground ; he delights to be near the 
gravel, therefore is hardlyever (een on the top of the 
water. 

Tfie Bull'fuady or Miller s-thumb. 

This fi(h,on account of its uglinefs, is in fome places 
called the fr€jk water devil ; he has a broad head^ 
and a large mouth, no teeth, but his lips are like a 
file, with which he nibbles at. the bail. They fp'awix 
in Aprils and are full of fpawn moft of the fummen 
Their haunts^ in fummer, are chiefly in boles, or 
amongft flones in, clear water; but in winter they 
lie in the mud like the eel. The worft of anglers 
may take this fifli ; for if you look about the water-ia 
a hot day, you may fee him funning himfelf on a flat 
Hone ; put your nook upon it, baited with a fmalh 
%ed'Worm^ and he will take it dircQly. The tafle of 
this fifh is very good. 

The Stickkbackt Sharpling^ or BanJiickU. 

This fifh with three names, as be is called by in dt& 
flerent couaties, is a fmall prickly Sfb^ and not worth 
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the angler's notice, in regard to hin^felf, but that he- 
re an excellent bait for the trout, who will take it 
fooner than the minnow. Hii prickles muft be-brokc 
off, and baited according to the direHions giv^n for 
baiting the minnow^ under the defcription of the 
trout. 

N'. B. The tackle, baits, &c. for this fifh, and the 
three foregoing ones, muft be the fame, and yery fine. 

There are three fiflies which P omitted in the firft 
edition, and what anglers in general feldom meet 
'with, becaufe they are local, and peculiar to certain 
Waters ; but as they are held in high eftimation where 
they are taken ; I fliall defcribe them, 9S well as Ican». 
iot the reader's information. 

Albula Satmoni fimilu — The Guinniad. 

The Guinniad, according to Cambden and others, ts 
pecuUar to PcmhU-Mcre in Chejiire, ** The river 
P^e, (fays this author), which runs by Chejlef\ fprings- 
in Meriontthfliirt^ and it rjims towards Chefleri it 
pafles through the fald Pemble,Mere^ which is a large 

. water, ai>d it is obferved, that though the river, Hi^^ 
abounds with Salmon, and PembU-Mere with Guin- 

^indf yet there are never any Salmons caught in the 
Mere, nor any Guinniads in the rixjer.*' 

Umbra minor Gefn — The Red Charr^ or Welch 

Torgochn 

The Red Charr is a fifh whofe make is longer and 
more (lender than that of a trout, for one of about 
eight inches long was no more than an inch and a half 
broad. The back is of a greenifh olive, fpotted with 
white. The belly, about the breadth of half an inch, 
is painted with red, in fome of a more lively, in others 
of a paler colour, s^nd in fome, efpecially the fenaak, 

it 
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It is quite white. Thefcales ftre.fmatli, and the ]».. 
feral Hnes^ ilraigfat. The mouth is wirle, the J^wt 
pretty equal, except the lower^ which is a Ititle 
Iharper. and more protuberant than the upper. The 
lower partlof the fins are of a vermilion dye. The 
gills are quadruple, and it has teeth both in the jaws 

, and on the torque; in the upper jaw there is a dou- 
ble row oi them. The fwimming-bladdenis like that 
of a trout ; the ^liver is not divided into lobes ; the 
gall bladder is large; the heart triangular; tfaefpleen 
Imall and blackifh ; and the eggs of the fpawn lar-gp: 
and round. The flefii is more foft and tender than 
that of a trout, and when boiled can* fcarcely be al- 
lowed to be red. It is in, the higheft efteera, where 
known, and in Jfales is accounted the chief diih at the 
tables of people oi fafliion. 

The chief place in Evgland<yAiext this fiih is taken 
is Winandcr Mere : but iii' Wales they are to be had 
in five diiferent placesi viz. Uamberris, Uin-Umter^ 
Fejhniog^ and McUuu i" Cajrnarvonjkitc.. and nea^ 
Cafagsiiat^ in Merionethjhiu. In this laft*coufity 
they are fmaller than in the former, and are taken in 
0£lober ; but in Camarvonflnre^ in one oi the Iakef» 
they are caucht in November; in another in Decern* 
beis and'in thc^tJbirdr^ Jamarf, a V ^^hga^iha ijfe, 
ing in one ends, it begins in another. Dr. lAgh fays, 
the Charr in Cemngston Mere^ which is not far bam 

. Winander^Mert^ are much better, but there are rea- 
fons to fuppot^ he wa&4>rejudiced in this article. Ac- 
cording to Cambdcn, the latter Mere is the largeil 
Handing water in this kingdom, being ten miles in 
length; and fonoe fay it is as fmooth at the bottom, 
as if it was paved with polilhed marble. They fwim 
together in ihoals, and tbo' they appear on the furface 
of the water in the fummer time, yet they will not 
fuffer themfelves to be taken either with the angle or 
with nets; therefore the only feafoo for fiihing, is 
itfhen they reibrt to the (b^llpw parts of the lakes, to 

fpawn; 



Qpawn: atthefe times they fet ItrannneUnets baited, 
-«fui leave iheni for iwhole days and nightSy^into which 
^tbevfifli enter of their owti accord* 

^arpto lacus S^nnci'^The Xiuift, or Gilt Charr. . 

The JLatui wrkers call the GWi O;izxt<krpio'lacu!s 
BenacU becaufe fhey imagined it was only to be met 
^with in that particular 'lake; where it is called Rcetd; 
but it has'liDce appeared to be the fame fifli whh our 
^gilt-charr wliich is bred in Winamkr-Mert^ in the 
county Off Weflmoreland. It is proportionably broader 
than the drout, and the i>elly is hiore prominent; but 
^its lengthy when greatefi, never ^exceeds twelve 
*inches: The fcales are fma?l, the colour of the back 
m mor^ lively than that of a trout, and is beautified 
*vith black ijpots; the betly and fides, beneath the la- 
teral line, are of a bright iflLver colour; the Ikull is 
tranfparent, and the inout bluoifh^ it has teeth in (he 
lower jaw, t>n the palate and the tongue; the fwim* 
^ng bladder *is 'Extended the whole length of the 
Hback, and the gaU-bladder is large. Tbewfli of the 
gih-cteirr is red, and is acicountefl fo^ery delicious 
amongfl'the ItaUans, that they fay its excels aU other 
pond and fea*fifli. whatever; and they efteem the na« 
ture of it lb wholefome, that they allow fick perfons 
"to eat it. 

Some have doubted whether>tbe Welch and Eng^ 
&kji/h are of the fame kind or not; but Mr. Ray 
tlbinks there is no room to make^a doubt of it. The 
Welch name Tvrgoch^ fignifies a*" red belly which dit 
tinguifhes the Red Charr properly enough: the Gili 
^Charr, is indeed quite a different fpecies> and-is about 
twice as fmall as the red: the belly of the former is 
red, the flelh white, and the fpots on the back white 
Ifkewife; whereas the belly of the latter is of a Giver 
cokmr, die fleih red; imd the back is fpotted with 
black* 

CHAP. 



6o . A CONCISE TREATISE Ott 



CHAP VI. 

^THe mq/l fcientific Method of making Fijhponcts^ 
Stews, &c. To which is added Jever^d Arcana in 
the Art of Angling. 

IT is agreed, that thofe grounds are bell whicli are 
full 'of fprings and apt to be moorifh : the one 
breeds them well, and th^ other preserves them from 
being ilolen. , 

The fituation of the. pond is alfo to be corifidered, 
i and the nature of the currents that/fall into it; like- 
wife that it be refrelhed with a little T^rook, or with 
rain water that falls from the adjacent hilly ground* 
And, that thofe ponds which receive the flale and 
dung of horfes, bree^ the largeft and fattefi fifhes. 

In making the pond, obferve that the head be at 
the loweft part of the ground ; and that the trench of 
tTie flood-gate or fluice, has a good fwift fall, that it 
xnayjipt be long in emptying. 

If the pond carries Bx feet of water, it is enough; 
but^t rauftbe eight feet deep, to receive the fremes 
arid rains, that (hould fall into it. 

It would be alfo advantageous to have flioals on 
the fides, for the fiOies to fun themfelves in, and lay 
tTieir fpawn on; befides in other places, certain holes, 
hollow banks, (helves, roots of trees, iflands, &c. to 
ferve as thei'' retiring places. C on fider further, whe* 
theryour.poix! be a breeder^ if fo, never expeft any 
hrge carps from thence; the greatnefs of the number 
oi/pawn overltocTcing the pond. 

Mr. Tull, in order to prevent the excellive increafe 
of fifli in his ponds, firft praftifed caftration on them, 
which made them grow larger than their ufual fize. 
But I think* the operation peculiarly cruel, and the 
purpofe of it only a deteftable piece of Apician re- 
finement. 

For 
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Fpr large carps a ftore pond is ever accouoted the 
befi ; and to make a breeding-pond become a ftore* 
pond, fee what quantity of carps it will contain: 
then put in all milurs or '^Wfpawntrs ; whereby in a 
little time you may have carps that are both large^ 
and exceedingly fat. Thus, by putting in one fex, 
there is an impoffibility of the increafe of them; yet 
the roaches, notwithftanding this precaution, \^ill 
muftiply. Referve fome great waters for the head 
quarters of the filhes, whence you riiay take, or 
wherein you may put any quantity thereof. And be 
fure to have ftews, and other auxiliary waters, fo as 
you may convey any part of the %ock from one to the 
other; fo to lofe no time in the growth of the fiflies, 
but employ your water, as you do your land, to the 
beft advantage. View the grounds, and find out 
fome fall between the hills, as near^a flat' as may be, 
fo as to leave a proper current for the water. If there 
be any difficulty of judging of fuch, take an oppor- 

' tunity, after fome fudden rain, or breaking up x)f a 
great fnow in winter, and you will plainly fee which 
way the ground cafts ; for the water will take the true- 
fail, 2(nd run accordingly, ' ■ 
The condition of the place muft determine the 
quantity of the ground to be covered with water. For 
example, I may propofe in all fifteen acres, in three 
ponds, or eight acres in two, and not lefs ; and 
thefe ponds Qiould be placed one above another, fo a» 
the' point of the lower juay almoft reach the head or 
bank of4he upper, which contrivance is no lefs beau* 
tiful than advantageous. 

The head, or bank, which by flopping the cuT»i, 

.rent, is to raife the water ; and fo make a pond : 
muft be built with the clay and earth, .taken out of 
the pan or hollow, ^dug in the lowed ground abovo 

' the bank : the fliape of the pan to be an half oval, 
whereof tlie -fl^t totrome to the bank, and the longejc 
diameter to run fquare from it. 

G For 
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• far tworlarge ponds, of three or four acres a pifece^ 
it is aidvifeable to hare f^ur ftem, e&ch two rosdi 
Vfid^, and three loitg. The itews are* ufualiy in ga^^ 
dens, or near the hoafe, to be mott bandy and bett^ 
looked to. The nietkt>d of making them, is to carr^ 
the bottom in a continual decline horn one end, wit& 
M momh to favour tbe drawing them with a net* 
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T(f catch Fijhes. 

TAKE nettks and cinque/oil, chop fhew rmall : 
then mix fome juice oihouft'leik with theto ; rub 
your handi therewith, then throw it ihto the watei^; 
ixA keep your hands in it ; the fiffaes wifll (5ome fa 
Aem. Or take heart wort and litne, mingle them 
fogether, and throw fherti into into a ftanding water, 
^d it will fox them; wbijn you may eafily take them. 
But the bed method h to take Coculus Inaicus, which 
is a poifonous narcotic, called alfo bacca pifcaioriat^ 
fiiher's berries, and pound them in a mortar, then 
make balls of the pafte which will be produced (by 
adding a fufficient quantity of water) about tbe liiUi 
of a pea, and throw theni into a Aanding water; the 
fi(h that taOe of it, wilt be very foon intoxicated, andt 
Wrll rife and lie onf the furface of llie water: pot youf 
landing net under then>, and iake tikm oui» 

Cocidus 
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Coeufui huHfiU^ U a little beny, about a$ bi^ ai m, 
bay berry, but vppre of a kiduey (hape» bavmg a 
y/finkLed ouifide, with a fefin} ruani^g leogibwayj^ 
from tbe back to the pave! ; it is ^f a bitteriQi ta^ 
being the fruit of a tree defcribed in the feventh voluino 
of tbe Hprtus Malabaricus^ under the; naiof? oi Nqf^ 
l(Uum^ bearing leaver in the (hape of a heart, aii4 
bunches of five-1eave4 white flowers, which are fuc* 
ceeded by their berries. They grow in Mfllabar^ ia 
the Eqft' Indies* Tliey are feldom ufed in phyfic» 
being accounted to be of a hurtful and pernicious pa* 
tiire, but their principal ufe is for catching fiQies : the 
^mous Cardan's celebrated ^receipt for this purpofe 
runs thus: take of the berries of the Oriental Cqcu$ ^ 
.quarter of an ounce; of cumin and boiling wat(er, 
each two ounces ; of cheefe one ounce, suid of meal 
three ounces; after bruifmg them together form them 
into fmall balls. Others mix the berries with old 
cheefe, honey, and wheaten meal, of which they form 
fmall balls to be thrown to fifhes. Others for this 
purpofe mix a variety of other fubilanccs with thefe , 
berries; but after all their pains« there is no n'eceflity 
for fo troublefome an apparatus, fince I have knowa 
by experience, fays i{ay, that a fimple ball of the 
powder of thefe intoxicating berries, made up with 
wheaten Qieal i^nd water, is equally eiEcacious for* 
^upifying, and ^t laft killing fi.(hes;.for that fi[he,s» 
as fome a0ert, are by eating balls of this kind only 
rendered vertiginous and ilupid for a while, but fooQ 
xeturn to their natural ftate, is not confirmed by ^9c^ 
perience; for my own experience, fays Mr. Ray^ 
quadrates with the opinion of tbofe fifhes fpoken of 
by the learned CondronchiuSyWho affirms that fi(hes are 
fpon killed by balls of this kind. But I do not know 
whether, as they aflert, they fopn become putrid, 
and fall into pieces, unlefs they are fpeedily taken om 
pi the water. If, fays CondroncAius, any ibould pbj>d* 

G 2 that. 
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lliat, upon taking thefe balls, the'fifhes fwi^ upatitl 
down with uncommon hafie and precipitationr, hy 
which means their intoxication, or vertigo, is pro- 
duced; I anfwer, that they do not ramble thus in con- 
fcquence of their vertigo, but in confequence of the 
intolerable pain they feel from that unfriendly fub- 
ilance, juft as other animals do, efpecially men, when 
they arc racked with any intenfe pain. I readily grant/ 
that by thefe balls fiflies are rendered vertiginous, and 
as it were intoxicated;, but at the fame time, I affirm, 
that they are foon after killed; for I am not much of 
opinion that they are rendered vertiginous, and killed 
by the' bitter and acrid, or by fome hitherto un- 
known quality of thefe berries. 1 \yill not, however/ 
take upon me to determine whether fiOies killed in 
this manner may be fafely eaten, but with Condron- 
ckius, I am of opinion, that no danger attends the ufe 
©f them as an aliment, il they are gutted and boiled 
as foon as taken. That thefe berries are hot, and by 
means cold, as all opiates certainly are, as aKo M^f- 
tkiolus,^ and others maintai^i, noiwithftanding* their 
narcotic quality, is fufficiently' obvious from their 
acrid and bitter tafte, as alfo l>y the. other effefts pro- 
duced by them, as Cotidronckius has evidently demon- 
flrated. This fame author is of opinion, that thefe 
berries are by no means poITeiTed of a potfonous and 
deleterious quality, and it is not by this, but by their 
bitternefs ai}d primary qualities that fifhes are killed; 
but the contrary to me feems plaip, flrom a ftory re- 
lated by Arnatus, A certain fchool-mafler afking for 
cubebsy from an ignorant Apothecary, received thefe- 
berries in their flead. When the ichool-mafler had 
greedily devoured three or four of them, he was feized' 
with a naufea, hiccough, and anxiety, which fymp- 
toms, together with the danger they threatened, 
where immediately removed by adminifterirfg a 
vomit : the reafoning is weak, and more about word« 
4 ' • -^ than 
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than fa£ls, and, may be equally faid of opiu^; the 
abliird^ty of which i» ev^^ntt ta ail who tePW the 
nature and operation of h^fniottcs. . > 

ThUdpfcriptioq of the Qrieotal Cocus, I aitiindebt- 
^d totfae late ingenious Dn Cooi for, but I mufl: beg 
leave to na^ke fome obfervations, which feem to have 
^fcaped the Doftor, and the great authoriues^hat h^ 
))as quoted. 

1. I know from a£lual experience that there 
needs no other procefs, for making thefe berries up^ 
than that which I have fetdown; as for the wheaten- 
meaU which Mr. Ray mention^, it is totally ufele&» 
the plain berries pcxuaded, and made into a palle, by 
adding water, being a Rtfficieht preparation. 

a* U not only depe^^s upon the &?e of the fiftes, 
b\4 upop the qu#iuity pf , iIms pafte whieh tb«y fkk 
up, which makes tbefe berrie^s kill the &Qie$, or o^ly 
^readers th^fn. yer^igii}ous» or intoxicated; if you talce 
them ouit with a landing net» and put them into a 
fuSicieni qaandty of watei:, ibofe will foon recover 
whkh hytiie only had a fmall (bare of the pafte, and 
m^y bis eaten, w<ben wdl gutted and cleaned, with thd 
grei^ft fafety. ' 

i)» Thai thefe henries are of a deleterious naturr 
ufficiendy obvioan by what has been faid before* 
A porternbrewer in Lofidois, fome tin^e ago, forCeitsicI ^ 
9 'Ponftdei^le fum, for fining Us liquor with tbele 
bierri^. It is but neceiTary to know thefe fecrets; 
in^ I am fu^ n^ true lorer of angliing will ever> 
^^^ ule of them; only by being acquainted with 
ib^mL.it will enable him to d^te& posuc^ers; and I 
hope» ^^^^ he naeets with any, that he will put in 
(mU forpe the law^ againft th^n» fo judicioufly 
^IVr<4>mtfd ti» filwt & country of kch a> ik of 
cificdis. 
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To take a Pike as he lies baling in March cr 

Auguji. 

Take a long pole or rod^ that is light and (Iraight, 
and on the fmall end failen a running loop of twiAed 
horfehair and filk, of a large compals; which gently 
draw five or fix inches over the gills; and then hoift 
him to fhore as quick as poflibie. If it is a fmall 
one, draw it not on fo far, and keep very filent; you 
may. alfo take him with a hand net, by putting it 
under him very gently, and then taking him up a$ 
quick as you can. , 

Ointments to allure Fifhes to Mte* 

As the ointments to allure fiihes are almoft irmu- 
snerable, 1 ihali only communicate to the reader a 
&w of the befi, and moil approved. 

Take gum-ivy and put a good deal of it into a 
box made of oak, and chafe and rub the infideofit 
with this gum. When you angle, put three or four 
worms into it, but they muft not remain there long, 
for if<hey do it will kill them;' then take them out, 
and fifli witli^them, putting more in their places as 
you want them out of your worm bag^. (>um ivy is 
tears which drop from the body of large ivy trees, 
being wounded, and is of a yellowiih red colour, of a 
firong fcent, and (harp tafle^ that which is fold in the 
fhops is counterfeit, and good for nothing. There- 
fore, to get gum- ivy, about Michaelmas, or in the 
fpring, drive feveral great nails into large ivy ftalks, 
wriggle the fame till they become very loofe, and let 
them remain, and the gum will ifl'ue thereout. 

Alfo (lit feveral great ivy ftalks, at the time above- 1 
mentioned, and vint them once a month, arid gather 
the gum which flows from the wounded part. • ^ This 
will very much improve the angler's fuccefs. Proba* 
ium efi. 

Take 
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Take aflafoetida three drachms, camphor one ditto, 
Venice turpentine one tlitto, poond altogether' in a 
mDrtar, with fome drops of the chemical, oil of I^ 
vender, or fpike. When you angle, anoint eight 
inches of your line with it, next your 'hook, and it is 
excellent for a trout in muddy water, and for guA- 
geons in clear. Probatum tjl. - . > 

Affafoetida grows in Media, Lybia, and Syria^ it 
IS a gummy juice of La fer,Laferpitium, or Sylpliion, 
gathered from the. root or ftalk wlien cut open; 
chufe that which is pure, fine and clammy, and fmel- 
Ung atmoft like garlic. It will keep many years, but 
is often adulterated by mixing meal, bran, and the 
gum Sagapenum together. 

' Camphor is a relinous gum, partly flowing of its 
own accord, but chiefly by incifion, from a tall (ree 
growing in India: the Bornean Camphor is beft. 
Chufe that which is white and clear like chiyflal, 
ilrong fcented, will eafily crumble between the fin- 
gers, and being fet on fire is difficult to be extin- 
guifhed. There is a fiClious fort, which being put 
into a hot loaf will parch, but the true will melt: it 
will keep many years^ in fl&feed if it is not expofed 
to the air, otherwife it will evaporate and confume to 
nothing. 

Mr. Walton, in his complete Angler^ fays, that if 
you diflblve gum-ivy in oil of fpike, anoint your 
bait for a pike . with it, that he will take it the 
fooner. ^ 

I fliall now give the Reader the.iytf plus ultra of 
all thefe kinds of ointments; which he cannot fet 
too high a value on. Take cat's fat, heron's fat, 
and the beil aiTafcecida, of each two drachms. Mum- 
my finely powdered ditto, cummin feed, finely pow- 
dered, two fcruples, and camphor, galbanutn and 
Venice turpentine, of. each one drachm, and civet 
two grains. M^lke i^rh, Jecundum artem, into a 
thinnilh ointment^ with the chemical oils of laveoder^ 
V annifecd. 



annifeedf and cumomiie, and keep.it in a narroir- 
mouthed and well glazed gallipot, covered with a 
bladder and leather, . and it will keep two year«. 
When you want to ufe it, pi^t fome into a fmall taper 
pewter, box, and anoint your line with it, ahopt eight 
x>r nine inches froo) the book» and when it ^ waibedr 
off repeat the un&ion. Proiaium tfi. 

Hqw to Tuaic Fi/h'Hoois. 

In order to make a good hook, there are requifite 
Z hammer ^ a knifc^ a pair oi pincers ^ an iron^Mi^ 
cUam^ 2ifiU^ a wrefi^ a bender, tongs both long and 
fhorty an anvils and fleel needles of different fizes* 
Heat a needle of the fi^e you want in. a charcoal fire, 
and raife the beard with your knife, then let it cool. 
Sharpen the point either with a file, or on a grind* 
flone, then put it into the fire again, and bend it itilo 
what (hape you pleafe; make the upper part of the 
fhank four Iquare, and file the edges fmooth, then 
put it into the fire a third time, and heat it gently, 
take it out fuddenly, and plunge it into water, and 
your operation is finifbed# 

A Glue for Angling Rods* 

Pour fome water on fonie quick-lime, iindl the 
ebullition ceafes, then pour the water {rom^-it,- aii4 
boil your glue very gently with this waler^ and it will 
make a very good gloe. 

A Receipt ihat renders Leather more capable ta 

keep out wet. 

A» dry feet are very neceffary to health, I baior - 
copied an excellent receipt for the angler's uf<?^ tha^ 
inriU prevent his boots or flioes letting in water. Take 
§. pint of Linfeed chI, with o^lf a pound of mutton 
ftiett fi^ or eight ouBces of bees^waxt and a balfr 

penny 
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penny worth of rofm; boilall thefein a pipkin toge- 
ther;* arrd then let it cool till it be lukc-warm: take a 
Jittle hair brufh, and lay it on vour boots ; but ♦it is 
much better to be laid on the leather before the boots 
aie rfaade, andbrufhed with it once over when they 
are; as for your old boots, or (hoes, you muft brufh* 
them with it when they are dry. As I am now aft* 

'ing the.part of phyfician, let me advife you, whenever 
you are out in the heat of fumfner a fiHiing, and are 
thirfty, never to drink water, as the confequences ari>*. 
fing from fuch an indifcretion may prove fatal; but 

^either take a little brandy or rum out with you, ia 
a wicker bottle, or wait till you come to fome houfe 
where you caa have a little; the effefts it has of 
quenching the thtril, and cooling the body, ^re in* 
ilantaneous. 

The Anglerbcingnow furnifhed with every, requi- 
fite for the art of ground angling; his flriftly adher- 
ing to the theory laid down, in his praftice, is the 
only thing he has to do; and he may depend on his 
endeavoius being crowned with fuccefs. The fecond 

' part of this little effay will \x^2Xo{ artificttiljly Jijhlng^ 
under every head that can prove ot utility to the 
angler; which certainly bears the bell in that delight- 
ful recreation ; that adds flrength and vigour to the 
body, keeps the mind in a perfefl Hate of ferenity 
, and traaquillity, and alleviates the cares and troubles 
attendant on mortality. 

In (hort, how delightful is every fpecies of this 
diyerfion, in fuch a paradife as the Poet defcribes! 

Behind, where alders from the weather fcreen^ 
Before, the lawn prefents its lengthen'd fcene: 
Clofe on that fide trills foft the emptying brook,. 
While this frefti woods and Hoping hills overlook : 
Thick over head the rofe and woodbine meet, 
Uniting (hade, to (hade, and fweet to fweet; 

The 
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The pea and blooming bean their odours yield. 
And new-mown hay perfumes the fragrant field. 
To hear the nightingale delights the meads, 
A^d grafshoppers chirp Ihrill amid the reeds; 
While from the pinfold, there, the bleating (heep 
Cheer the ftill twilight, and divert from fleep; 
The gale's perfume, the echo's mimic found. 
The nightbird's fong, and lowing kind around; 
In hollow banks the hum of muftVing bees, 
^And zephyrs whifp'ring foftamid the trees* 



«ND or THE FIRST PART. 



PART THE SECOND. 



THE 

COMPLETE FLYr FISHER: 

•t 

OR, 



EVERY MAN HIS OWN FLY-MAKER. 



MMI 



With pliant rod athwart the pebbled brookf 

Let me, with judgment, caft the feathered hook, 

'Silent along the'ma£>y margin /tray, 

And with the fur-wrought fly delude the prey. 

To frame the little animal, provide 

All the- gay hues that wait on female pride : 

JLet Nature guide thee ; fometimes golden wire 

The fhining bellies of the fly require; 

The peacock's plumes thy tackle muft not bal^ 

Kor the dear purchafe of the fable's tail. . 

Each gaudy bird fome (lender tribute brings, 

And lends the Rowing infe6t proper wings : 

£ilks of all colours muft their aid impart. 

And fvery fiijr promote the fiiher's art. 
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Obfsrvations concerning Artificial Fly-Anglings with 
proper DireClions Jor the Anglers Rods^ Lines ^ 
&c. &€. 

■ 

THE art of artificial Jly-fijhing, certainly has the 
pre-eminence over the other various methods 
that are ufed to take fifhes in the art of angling. It 
requires a great deal of ingenuity and attention, ahd 
the variety, which attends it, makes it at once both 
pleafant and agreeable; The angler is not confined 
to any particular part of the water in fly-fi(hing, but 
roves from one place to another, trying his fortune, 
by throwing his flies into different eddies, and the 
moft likely places he meets with, to make a captive 
of the fpeckled trout; enjoying at the fame time the 
harmonious warbljngs of the numerous fongfters of 
the groves; beholding the diverfity of the profpe£ls 
fpread around him, and gaining that health and fcre- 
nity of. mind, not to be purchafed by all the richeg 
in the univerfe^ The imitations of nature, in regard 
to the flies neceflary fot his ufe; fuiting the differ- 
ent colours fo exaftly as to refemble the natural flyj 
and obferving the greateft nicety in regard to its fym- 
metry; contribute to make if flill more delightfuL 
Whenever he makes a fly, let him have the natural 
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^ne always before him, which will enable. him to 
le a competent judge of the materials moft necef- 
fary to dub it with; a lift of which, and of the befl 
way to make the Palr/^r and Mdyfiy^ (which are the 
jground of artificial fly angling) I fhall give him by 
and by; for'if he is not able to make his own flies, 
he never will be a good ifly-fiflier, nor experience that 
pleafure, which he will receive by taking fiOies with 
^ne of his own making. He muft never think a fly 
ill made, becaufe it will not kill fithes as well in any 
other river as that he particularly angles in; becaiile 
the fame flies diflPer very much both in colour and 
fize in different counties; befides which, j'K^j that 
ynW he taken on their peculiar water one year i^ 
April, will perhaps not be taj^en in the next till the 
middle of May, the whole depending on the warmth 
or coldnefs of the feafon. 

It is a good plan for an angler, when he has takeA 
a proper fly, to make one in imitation of it, then try 
it, and if it kills fifh, coil it up neatly, ^nd );eep it in 
^ box as a fample, upon the lid of which let there be 
ivritten the name of the river, and the time it is gene« 
rally taken. I fhall now proceed to give the angler 
a defcription of the rods and liiies, befl calculated 
for artificial Jly'j^ing\ but before I do, ihall mal^« 
this one obfervation : that theory, without prj^icei 
can never maJLe a man a proficient. 

# 

* Rods and Lines proptr for Ariijicial Fly^FiJh^ 

mgy &c. 

Ais for your artificial fiy-rod^ the direfUoxis given 
in the firfi part of this treatife are fufEcient, only be 
careful that the materials which it is compofed of 
are well feafoaed, and f^ee from knots, cuid that the 
whole is exaftly perfeft in regard to fymmetry. 

The length of the fly-rod, i^ generally from about 
fpuFteento feventeen feet lon^; ivbicb is long enough 

lor 



for afiy one who underflartds fly-fifhing to throw 
twelve yards of line, with one hand, and- fevcnteenr 
-with both. 

To make a fly rod, thatt will be exceedingly neat 
and pleafant in band, you mud obferve the following 
lUethod. 

Procure a nice breadth of afh plank, free from knots; 
«etfe6lly found, and about feven feet long; let it 
©e" turned in the lath fo as to run taper from the 
but end, which fhould be fo thick and no more thati 
you can with eafe grafp in your hand ; then have it 
ferrelled». or birrd it to a piece of hazel feven feet 
long, and in exafl: taper proportioa to the aih. As^ 
you may riot be able to get a piece of hazel fo long, 
that will run perfe6lly taper, it may confift of two or 
three pieces; then add to the hazel a nice piece of 
yew (in the fame proportion to the Hazel as that is' 
^to the a(h) two feet long, made round, taper and^ 
fi»oo^J>, and to that, piece a bit of fmall, roun^, and 
taper whale-hone, fix inches long; then the rod will' 
be completed; and if juft fymmetry is obferved^ 
liirough the whole, it will be a moft excellent one. 

Some ufe deal for making the bottom of the rod^ 
becaufe they fay it is more light; but I in anfwer 
to that aver, that it is not half fo ftrong and lading, 
auid that the afh, on account of its flrength, may be 
turned in the lath, or plained down, to be every jot 
ds light as the deal, and that the angler, when he 
has hooked ai good fifli, need never fear it fnappingj 
Ihort, as deal will, becaufe it is** the nature of the 
wood to bend almoft double, and will always, if well 
feafoned, return to its former ftraitnefs. Let your 
rod, thus made, be ringed for the line to pafs through, 
with fmall brais rings, about a foot diftanr from each 
other, atid at the but end let there be a' fpike made 
to fcrew in, which you will find very convenientr; 
and you may, if you like to alter the colour of your 
jpiftt (though it does not fignify £o much in aft a* 
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in deal*, whofe whitenefs "would fcare the ifilb) £rft 
warm it, before the fire, and then dip a feather in 
aquafortis y put it on the afh, and then chafe it ia 
vith yoDr hand, and it will make it a cinnamon, or 
rather a puce^ or flea colour. ^ 

Your fly line fhould be about thirty yards long, 
and wound on a fmall brafs multiplying winch, which 
is to be placed on die but of your rod; then you 
muft run the line through the rings beforementioned, 
and you may always command the length without 
the trouble of changing the line, and (horten it when 
you come to places encumbered with wood. The 
general length th^tyou (hould have off your reel muft 
be about four yards longer than your rod, nay, fore- 
times the line muft be twice the length of the rod; 
iov io Jijh Jine and^r <7^ is the ftanding rule for' 
trout nming. But it will be a long time before you 
are able to throw a dib line with nicety at the gene- 
ral length, yet as you can always lengthen or fliorten 
it by means of the winch, you may, if ypu are expert^ 
and are a true love;r of angling, after fome trials ac- 
compli/h it. Never incumber^ yourfelf with too 
much line at firfl, but increafe the length of it as you 
.find you make improvement; and as it is ten to one, 
that you lofe a fly every time you caft your line, 
imtil you are arrived at fome degree of perfeftion in 
doing it, it will not be aniiifs to praftife fometinies 
without one. But let mc return to the fubjeft: your 
lirle flibuld run taper from the top of the rod down 
to the fly, that is, if the fir ft link is compofed of 
thirty five hairs, the next muft be of thirty four; fo 
leaving out one hair in each link, till the whole is 
completed; then comes the filk worm gut, on which 
you fliould whip all your hooks. 

But the heft lines for artificial fly angling are thofe 
that are wove, and are all one piece, and are to be 
bought at any of the fliops in London, wherp fiftiing 
tackle is fold, and run taper like the lafli of a coach 

whip. 
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Irfaip, and may be had at any length; as from thirty 
to forty yards, &c. 

- Thcfe are the only lines that can be ufed on a 
winch 2 becaufe they have no knots to prevent their 
ifunning glibly through the rings of the rod. 

By the line being mad^ taper, you will be able to 
throw it into any place you like with a greater exa£l« 
uefs, and it will fall much lighter on the water, whichr 
will very much increafe your fport. 

Your lines being thus made, there will be aTmoft a 
continual regular decline, from the but of the rod 
down to the very fly, which will be very much in 
your favour, in refpeft to calling it with nicety; and 
when you have faitened your hook to a bough of a 
tree, or a bufh, fo that you cannot difengage it with- 
out breaking your line, you will not lofe above one 
or two links of it at mof!, on account of the line 
being ftronger, the nearer it is to the tbp of the rod. 

Tne reader now being informed of the rod and 
lines bed calculated for artificial fly-fi(hing, I (liall 
xrv the next chapter give him a lift of the materials be 
mnfi be in poiTeflion^of before he attempts to make 
flies, and afterwards give hinr the beft inllru3ion» 
for making them. 



CHAP IL 



A Lift of the Materials neeeffary for an Angler to 
have^ and ike befi'MetbQd ta^Toakc the ^Amtxand^ 
May-fly. 

BEFORE rprocced'tagivethc angfer a lift of 
the articles which he is to provide, let mead- 
vile him ta have a fmall cabinet made to keep them 
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in, with fixtcen drawers in it, and a few pigeon 
holes, and on e^ch drawer, let there be a written la- 
bel, intimating the contents of it, which he will find 
to be much better than putting them indifcriminately 
into a dubbing bag; becaufe when he wants to 
ufe ihern he can go to each feparate article without 
any trouble. The fix teen drawers are to hold the 
following materials. 

No. 1. Hog's Dow», 

Combed from the roots of the briftles of blacky 
red\ jvhitijh and fandy cotoured Kogs; the white 
down you may have dyed to any colour you like. It 
is^ excellent dubbing, becaufe it will ftand the water 
and fhines well. To be a competent jydge of the 
real colour of any dubbing, you muft hold it between 
the fun and your eyes. This is a Handing rule 
when you imitate a fly. 

No. 2. Camers Hair, 

Of a dark and light colour, and one in the 

medium of both. 

No. 3. Badger's Hair, 

The brown foft fur which is on the Ikin, and the- 
blackeft. 

No. 4. Bear's Hair, 

Grey, dun, light and dark coloured, bright ^ brown^ 
dSi^Jnining broum* 

No. 5. Spaniel's Hair, 

From the different parts of a fpaniel, efpecially 
from behind the ear, brown, dark brown, light broxun 
and black. 

^No. 



THE ART OF ANGLING. 79 



No. 6, Sheep's Wool, 

, Of all eolours, both natural and artificial, you may 
have it dyed to any colour. 

No. 7. Seal's Fur, 

To be had at the trunk-makers ; get it dyed from 
the lighteft to the darkeft brown^ and you will find 
it much better dubbing than cow or calves' hair. 



No. 8. Mohairs 



i 



Of all colours, black, blue, purple, white, violet, 
yellow and tawney, philomot from feuillt mortt, a 
dead leaf; and Ifabella, which is a whitifli yellow, 
or foiled buff colour. I cannot pafs by this article 
without giving the reafon why this laft colour was 
fo called. 

The arch-duke Albertus, who had married the 
Infanta Ifabelhy daughter of Philip the fecond, king 
of Spain, with whom he had the Low Countries in 
dowry, in the year 1602, having determined to lay 
Cege to OJiend, then in the pofTeffion of the Heretics; 
his piou5 princefs, who attended him in the expedi- 
tion, made a vow, that till it was taken fhe would 
never change her clothes. Contrary to expeftatiori, 
as the ftory goes, it was three years before the place 
was reduced, in which time her Highnefs's linen had 
acquired the above-mentioned hue. 

No. 9. Cow's Hair, 

♦ 

The fofleft you can get from a black, brinded, and 
red cow; and of thefe colours, have J^rown^ dart 
brown, light brown y and black. 

No. 
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No. lo. Colts*, or Calves' Hair. 

Thefc afford very gooi dubbing, and a variety ,,€fpe- 
cially thofeJiid^s that have been tewed, or dreffed in 
a Skinner's lim^ pit; but, as I faid before, feal's fur 
dyed is much-better than either cow's, or either of 
the hairs of thefe two; becaufe it is not fo harOi, 
and does not require fo much trouble to work it on 
the hook ; and obferve further^ that this fur is for 
fmall flies, and hvg*s down for large ones.. ' 

No. ti. Camlets, 

Both hair and worfted of aH colours^ ilue,- ydlow^ 
duttt brown^ dark brown^ light br&wn^ red^ violet^ 
purple^ blacky horfe-jlejh^ pink and orange.- 

No. ifi. Furs, 

Off they§'«zrrtf/,^efpecially his tail ; a kareytH^ pari 
off the. neck which is a withered fern colour ;y^;c- 
cub, from the tail where it is downy and of an a(h 
colour; an old Jbx^ artd old otUr, otter -cub, Julimarty 
or filmert; ^mole^ a black ca^s tail; a hoiifr 
moufe^ and water rat; a marten, particularly from 
off the gills, or fpots under the jaws, which is of a. 
ine yellow. Thefe are all to be had at the furriers. . 

No. 13* Hackles. 

Thefe are the feathers that hang from the head of 
a cock^ioyfTi his neck, and likewife near his tail, they 
are particularly ufed in making the patmer-Jly ; get^ 
the folbwing coteurs of them, \\z.red, dun, yellowi/h, 
white, orange, and black; let not the fibres of fhem 
be above half an inch long. Whenever, you tneet 
with a cock, whofe hackle is of a ^t6ngbfown red, buy 
him^ aad make the moll of the hackles. Note^the 

feathers 
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feathers of a bantam^ or cod ckick, are good for 
nothing. 

No. 14. Feathers, 

To make the wings of artificial flies, &c. it is nc- 
ceflary to be pTOvided with all kind of feathers ; 
procure therefore tliofe from the back, and other 
parts of the wild mullard^ or drake ; of a partridge^ 
particiilarly the red ones -in the tail; thofe of a cock-" 
pheafant's breaft and tail; alfothe wings of a flare 
or fiarlingf jay, /arid-rail, black bird, throJiU, field- 
yiare, water-coot, and a brown hen ; likewife the top, 
or cop, of a pevit, plover^ or lap-wing, peacock's 
herl^ green, copper-coloured and white; alfo black 
qJtricfCs herl, and feathers from the neck and wings. 
of a heron. Obferve, that in many inflances hereafter 
that* you. will meet with, where the mallard's feather 
is fet down for the wings of an artificial fly, that the 
flarling will be perf^rable, becaufe it is of a fiaer 
grain, and will not imbibe the water fo much. 

No. 15. Carpets and ^lankets. 

There is very good dubbing to be got from blankets^ 
alfo from an old Turkey 'carpet ; untwift the yarn, and 
pick out the wool, then feparate the colours, wrap 
them up in different papers, and lay them by. 

No. 16. Silks, &c. 

In this drawer, which is the la ft, keep fmall, though 
• flrong (ilk of all colours, wrapt on little reels; alfo 
flaw filk, gold and filver flatted wire, or twill ;_ 
hook's in fmall chip boxes, with tlje number of the liz6i 
of each marked on the outfide^ wax of all colours^ 
and needles : 2i fliarp pen knife, zn^^di fmall (harp pair 
of fcijfarsl made quite 5(ngular,.with large bows.fot 
the fingers. 
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N. B. When • you nlafce the fa^fkr-Jly^ fuit the 
colour, of the filk to the hackle you dub with; a 
dun hackU requires _ytf/foj» filk; zklaci hacklt^Jky-^ 
hlueJUk ; a hown,,oT red hatik^ rcct filk; when you 
make flies that are not palmer* s^ dub with fitk that 
i^efembles the colour mod predominant in the Sy;^ 
and in making your flies, remember to mix bear's hair, 
and hogs down, with your other dubbing; becaufe 
they repel the water ; make your flies always in hot 
fun-fliiny weather, for your waxed filk wiH then 
draw kindly; and when you take the dubbing to 
imitate a fly, always wet it, and "then you will be 
perfeft in your imitation ; for although the dubbing 
when dry may fuit, yet when it is wet it may be quite 
another colour. Marten's fur is the beftyell6w you 
can ufe. 

How to make the Palmer and May Fly. • 

There have been various difputes, whether the paU 
mers fliould be made with wings, or not> all exceed* 
ingly idle and futile, therefore I dare venture to fay 
they fliould not, nor will I ever cecant from what I 
aver, until fome one can aflure me for a truth, ,tbat 
tfaey have feen a caterpillar, or worm, with wings ;. 
a fpecies of which they certainly are. No one as yet 
has ever given an account how to make the palmer^ 
worms^ but what has been fo erroneous, dark, and unin* 
telligible, that it would be impoflible for a tyro in 
the art of angling to make either head or tail of it.. 
Therefore I mall inform the reader how to perform 
it in fo pl^n and eafy a manner, that if he has got 
a grain of mechanifm in his compofition^ he will' 
fully comprehend the method ; but if, after all, he 
Ifaould find himfelf at a lofs, the only thing I can re- 
commend him to do is to fee fome ikilful hand make 
.both the Palmer, and May-fiy. 

Firft lay all the materials by the fide of you, vi:?* 

half. 
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liaJfa yard ot But round eveh fili worm gut; haft: 
a yaTdioi r€d JlUjf well waxed >vith W9X of the hmt 
i;o|our^ a .faook» the^ fixe No. 6 ; a needle ; fome 
'fti^di«Ein (L2^'{^V^ feather, and a fine red hackk< 
thefi ctake the oook, aod h^ld it by the bend, between 
the fore-.finger aiid thiimb .of your left hand, with 
the fliank towards your right hand, and with the poiat 
^dbeacdof.^be hook not under your fingers, but nearly^ 
j>aralle] with the tops of thetn: afterwards take the 
^ iilky and hold it l&ewife a^ut the middle of it, with 
your hook, one part laying along the infide of it to 
your left band,. the other to the right; then take that 
jpart of the filk whiph lies towards your right hatid, 
between the fore finger and thumb of that hand, and 
Iioldinj; that part towarfis your left, tight along the in* 
£de ofthe hook, whip that to the right, three or four 
times round the (hank of the hook towards the right 
Jband; after which take the filk worm ^i^/, and lay 
either of its ends along the infide of the wank ot the 
liook, till it comes near the bend of it ; then hold the 
iiOokyJtlk^^xAgvi^ tight between the foi^e-finger and 
thumb of your left band, and afterwards give that 
j^rt of the filk to your right hand, three or four 
:whips mor« over both ho9k and gut till it comes near 
the end of the (hank, and make a loop and fallen k 
tight ; then whip it neatly again ^over both fitlk, gut^ 
and book, till it coaxes near tWbend of the hook$ 
aiEter which ^nake another loop, and faflen it again; 
iben, if the gut (hould reach further than the bend 
of the ho(xk, <;ut it off, and your heok ivill \m 
shipped on, and the parts of the filk hang from the 
iienqofit. 

Having proceeded fo far, wax the Icmgefl end of 
the filk again, and take three or four Brands of an^ 
Oftrich's feather; and holding them and the hook, as 
in the firft pofition, the feathers to the left hand, and 
the roots of them in the bend of the hook, with the 
filk that yQU i^^xed lalt» whip them three or four 
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tiroes round ; make a loop, and faften them tight : 
then turning the ftrands to the right hand, and twift- 
ing them and the filk together, with the fore-finger 
and thumb of your right hand, wind them round 
the (hank of the hook till you come to the place where 
you firft fafVened, then make a loop, and faften them 
again ; if the flrands (hould not be long enough to 
wind as far as is neceflary round the (hank^ when the 
filk gets bare you mufi twift others on it. Having 
performed this, take your fciflars and cut the body of 
the palmer into an oval form, that is, fmall at the 
bend and the end of the ihank, but full in the centre; 
do not cut too much of the dubbing off. Now both 
the ends of the filk are feparated, one at the bend, 
another at the end of the fliank, wax them both 
again ; then take the hackle, hold the fmall end of it 
between the fore finger and thumb of your left hand, 
and ftroke, the fibres of it with thofe of your right 
the contrary way from, which they are 'formed ; hold 
your hook as in the firfi pofition, and place the point 
of the hackle in its bend, with that fide which grows 
neareft the cock upwards ; and fhen wliip it tight to 
the hook; but in faftening it, tie as few fibres in as 
you can pofJTibly avoid: the hackle being faft, take 
It by the great end, and keeping the fide neareft the 
cock to the left hand, begin with your right hand 
to wind it up the ftiank upon the dubbing ; ftopping 
every fecond turn, and holding what you have 
wound, tight with your left fingers, whilft with the 
needle you pick out the fibres you will unavoidably 
take in ; proceed in this manner til] you come to the 
place where you firft faftened, and where an efid of 
tlire filk is; then clip off thofe fibres of i]^e hackle 
which you held between your finger and thumb, 
clofe to the ftem; and hold the ftem clofe to the 
hook : afterwards take the filk in your right hand, and 
whip the ftem very faft to the hook ; then make a 
loop, and faften it tight : take your pen-knife, and if 

that 
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that part of the ftem next the fhatik of the hook is 
as long as the part of the, hook which is bare, pare 
it fine, wax your fiflc, aird bipd it neatly on / the 
remaining foare part of the hook ; then failen the 
filk tight, and fpread fome fhoe-tiiaker*s wax veiy 
lightly on y oor laft binding ; after that clip off the ends 
of the remaining fi!k, both at the Oiank and bend of 
the hook, afid ail fibres that ftart or ftand ill condi* 
tioned, and the whok is conrpleted. 

This is called the palmer-fly^ or plmn hacUe^ and 
inay, infteadof the Oftrich's feather above-mentioned, 
be dubbed with black fpaniePs fur; and is a very 
excellent killer. There are three more palmer's, whicK 
are all to be made in the fame manner as I have laid 
^Aowny on)y with different articles, which are as 
follows : 

Grtat Pdfner^ or Hacldi* 

t>ubbed the fatme as the plain kacklt with the 9 rands 
off an OfiricKs feather, or a \A2.ckfpankt5 fur, an^ 
t^arped' with red peacock's hackle, untrimmed; that 
i», leaving the whole length of the hackle flaring 
^e'iai(for fometimes the fibres of the hackle are to be 
ftorcened aH over, fometimes barbed only a little, 
artd'fometintes clofe cmderneath) leaving the whole 
length of fibres on the top, or back of the fly, 
•which makes , it fwim better, and, on " a whirling 
rotmd water, kills great filh. Your hook for this 
palmer^ No. 5. 

Golden Palmer ^ or HaekU. 

The fame dubbing, ribbed with gold twifl^ and a rei 
hackk over all* 

Silver Uaekle* 

Made with a black body alfo, filver twift over that, 
and a red hackle over all. 

I The 
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, The variation that is to be obferved in making 
the gold and Jilver palmcfs is thisi that when you, 
whip the end oF the nackle to th^ bend of tbeihook, 
you mud alfo do the fame to the gold or filver 
Iwijl, and firft wind either of thena on the »dtib- 
bing, obferving that they lie flat on it, and then fafiea 
off; afterwards proceed with th'e hackle as direS* 
ed : or you may wind the hackle on the dabbing 
firft, and rib the body with either of the twifls after- 
wards. 

Thefe are tlie standard hackles in fly-fijhing^ and 
^re taken any month in the year, from nine to eleven 
in the morning, and from one to three in the even- 
ing, and upon any water; though you muft have 
different fizies of them, and dubbed with different 
colours, that you may always be able to fuk either 
a clear or a dark water, or a bright or cloudy atmof- 
phere; obferving, Ma/ y/wa// light coloured flies are 
Jor clear waters andjkies; and the largefljor dark 
and cloudy ones, ' - 

Thek palmers (as I faid before) being taken every 
month in the year, when I come to treat of the 
flies proper for each month, I fhall not take any 
notice again of the four which I have fet down ; for 
that would he totally unneceflary ; but the Others 
that deviate in their fize and dubbing from the g^ 
neral rule, will be fully expreffed. i 

The angler fhould always try the Palmeh firft^ 
when he fiOies in a river that he is unaccuftomed to^ 
and even in that which he conftantly ufes, without he 
knows what fly is on the water, and ^hey flbould never 
be changed till he does; the only way to Come to 
*the true knowledge of which, be muft obferve an 
old eftablifheci rule laid down for that purpoie; and 
as it is poetically delcribed by Mn Gay^ I fliall give 
it him in that drefs. 
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Mark well the various feafons of the )edr^ 
How the fucceeding infeft rate appear ; 
In this revolving moon one colour reigns, « 
Which in the next the fickle trout difdains* 
Oft have I feen a fkilful angler try 
•The various colours of the treachVous fly ; 
When he with fruiilefs pain haih fkim'd the brook. 
And the coy fifh rejefts the Ikipping hook, 
He (hakes the boughs, that on the margin grow, 
Which o'er the ftream a waving foreft throw ; 
When if an infeft fall^ (his certain guide) 
He gently -lakes him from the whirling tide; 
Examines well his form with curious eyes, 
His gaudy veft, his wings, his horns and fize; 
Then roundliis hook the chofen fur he winds. 
And on the back a fpeckfed feather hinds ; 
So juft the colours (hine through ev'ry part. 
That Nature feems to live again in art. 



The befl Method to make an Artificial Fly, not 9 

Palmer: 

. Firft hold your hook faft betwixt the fore-finger 
and thumb of your left hand, with the back of the 
Ihank upwards, and the point towards your right 
hand ; then take a {Irong fmall filk, of the colour moil 
predominant in the fly you intend to make, wax 
It well with wax of the fame colour, and draw it, 
between your finger and thumb, to the head of the 
flv^nk ; then whip it twice or thrice about the bare 
hook, which prevents it flipping, and the fliank of 
the hook from cutting the gut: which being done*,,. 
take your gut and draw it likewife between your fin- 

f;er and thumb, holding the hook fo faft, as only to 
iiffer it to pafsby, till the end of the gut is near the 
middle of the fliank of the hook, on the infide of it ; 

I 2 * then 
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tben whip thf; filk twice f>r thrice ab#|it jl^ti giut ^s^d 
hook, as hard .as the fir^ngth of thf^^J^ wi}) permit.; 
after that take th^ wiags« which before you^begap 
to make your fly you had ftripped eff the SUm fos 
its wings, and proportional to i^t, and which lie with 
your oth^r materials by you, (as they always (hoxild 
before you begin) and place that fide downwards, 
which grew uppernioA before, upon the b^k of th^ 
hook, leaving fo much only, to ferve for the length- 
of the wings of tiie point of the plume, layiag it 
reverfed from the end of the (hank upwards; tben 
whip your filk twice or thrice about the root^end of 
the feather, gut, and hook; which being done, clip 
off the root end of the feather clofe by the armings 
and then whip the filk fad and firm about the hqck 
'and gut till you come to the bend of it ; and thern if 
the gut goes beyond the bend of the hook, cut it x>£r 
and make all fail : take then the dubbing which is to 
make the body of your fl^,as much as you think wilt 
do, and holding it lightly with your hook, between 
the finger and thutm) of your left hand, take the 
fiik with the right, and twifiing it between tbe fincei 
amd thumb of that hand, the dubbing will fpin itlelf 
about the fiik, which, when it hasxione, whip it about 
the armed hook, till you come to the fetithg oa of 
the wings : afterwards take the feather for the wio^, 
divide it inU) two equal parts, and ^rn them back 
towards the bend of the hook, the one on the oue fide» 
the other on the other fide of the fhank, holding them 
fail in that pofture b^t^veen the^ fore-finger and 
thumb of your left hand ; which being done, warp 
them fo down as to Aand^and flope towards jthe bend 
of the hook; and having warped up to the end of 
the fhank, hold the fly fail between the finger and 
thumb of your left hand, and then take the filk 
between thofe of your right, and where the warping 
ends, pinch or nip it with your thumb nail againft 
your finger, and llrip away the remainder of youjr 

dubbing 
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dubbing from' the (ilk, which wax again, and the" 
with the filk which is newly waxed and bare, whip 
. it once or twice about, make the wings ftand pro- 
perly, then fatten and cut it oflF: after which, with the. 
point of a needle, raife up tl^ dubbing gently from 
the warp, twich off the fuperfluous hairs of your 
dubbing, leave the wings of an equal length, (or your 
fly will fiever fwim true) and the whole is coni- 
pleated. ' * 

In this manner you are to make the May-fly, or ' 
green-drake and all other flies that are not palmers;. 
the materials to make the gre^en drake are the fol- 
lowing. Your hook muft be No. 5, and you muft 
have the white grey feather of a mallard, for the 
'wings,^dyed yellow; the dubbing camel's hair, bright 
bear's hair, yellow camlet, and the foft down that is 
eombed from the briftles of a hog, well mixed toge- 
ther,' the body muft be long, and ribbed about with 
green filk, or rather yellow, waxed with green wax, 
and three long hairs for his tail, from thofe off a 
'feble's. 

Or, the Mny-Jly may be dubbed: sffter this me- 
thod. The body of feal's fur, or yellow mohair, a* 
Httle fox-cub down, and hog*s down, or light brown- 
from a turkey carpet, mixed together, warp wiih 
gre<n and yellow^ pale yellow or red cock's hackle 
under the wings, which are to be the fame as in the 
other method of dubbing it. * 

As 1 fliall not mention the gteen^ drake^ when I 
come to defcribe the other flies tak&n in the monib 
of May; I will here give you- every particular con- 
cerning it; He cames on the water the twentieth &f 
that months and is taken all day long, but heji frorti^ 
ttoo to four in the evening, and kills mojl j^h from 
the end oj May to the ninth (yf June^ 



t 



Hiaxm 
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How to dye the Mallard! $ ftafhtr yellow. 

Take the root of a Barbary tree, and (have it, and 
put to it woody vifsy with as muc^ alum as a walnut, 
and boil your feathers in it wiih rain water, and they 
will be of a fine yellow; or get a little a;^/df and rocou, 
and boil your feathers^ with them, and it will anfwer 
the fame purpofe. 



CHAP. III. 



The Names f and the bejl Manner of dubbing the drf* 
Jereni Artificialjlies which are generally known^/md 
will kill fiflies Oft any Water ^ frpm the Month ^ 
March to the End of September^ 

I SHALL begin fly-fifliing with the month ef 
March, that being foon enough to throw a fly 
on the water^ nay, in Tome years is too foon, owing, 
to the backwardnefs of the feafon. The inclemency 
of the weather, before that time, renders the attempt 
not only unpleafant, but fruitlefs, to endeavour to cake 
iifhes with the fly; and the riik a man runs of im*- 
pairing his heahh, (landing by the water fide before 
the weather is mild and temperate, iotms an objeftioir 
more flrongly againft it* Let an angler be ever io 
fond of ily-fiihing he will certainly have enough, per*- 
haps a fatiety, between the months of March and 
September; befides the mind of man is fond of va- 
riety, and there are amufements of the field very 
pleafant and conducive to health ; for I myfelf aoi 
entirely of Terences opinion, that 

Ad prime in vita ejfe utile, ut nequid nimis. 

. MARCK 



MARCH. 

t 

ThePALMZRS-. 



1. The Dark Brown, 
s. The Great Whirling 

Dun. 
3. The Early Bright 

Brown, 



4. The Thtrn^ or Haw^ 
tliorn Tree Fly, 

5. The Blue Dun, 

6. The Little Black Gnat^ 

7. The late Bright Br owm 

1. Dubbed with the brown hair- off the (hank of a- 
brinded cow, and the grey feather of a drake for 
wing J. 

2. Dubbed with the fur from* the bottom of a 
fquirrel's tail, and the wings off the grey feather of a- 
drake. Or, dubbed with fqiwrrel's fur, mixed with 
about a fixth part of fine hog's down, the wings of a 
pale^fange cdour, taken from the quill feather off a 
ruddy hen, the head to be faftened with afli-coloured' 
fiik, and a red unbarbed cock's hackle, may be wrap* 
|ied- under the wings, and a turn or two lower ta« 
wards his tail. This is a very hilling fiy, and is taief$' 
Sefi late in the evening oj a blujlering warm day, 

3. Dubbed with the brown nair off a fpantel,.takeii' 
firpm behind tlie car, or with that off a red cow's 
flank; the wings, (he grey feather off a wild drake. 

4. Dubbed >with feals fyr, dyed a perfed bbck* 
mixed with a little ^i^fla coloured mohair, the body 
made fmiiU, and the wings off a briglit mallard's fea* 
fher. J fining fy, 

5. Dubbed with the down combed from the neck 
of a black greyhound, or the roots of a fax-cub*$ 
tail, mixed with a little Wjie violet worfleiT, upon a 
hook, the fize No. 9, the wtngs off the pale part of » 
ftarlLog's feather, Thisjly is a great killer, and is 
taken from eight to eleven andfr$m one to three, 

6. Dubbed with black mohair, upon a^ book the 

' fize 
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fjze No. 9, and the wings the lighteft part off a ftar- 
ling's feather. 

7, Dubbed with the hair ofF a cow, or calf's hide^ 
which has been dreft in a fkinncr*« lime pit; if you 
hold it between your eyes and the fun, it will appear 
of a bright gold, or amber colour; the wings cxfF ^ 
feather of a brown hen« 



APRIL. 

Palmei^s.. 



1. The Dark Brown. 

2. The Violet Fly, 

3. The LiUlc Whirling 

Dun. 



I 4. The Yellow Dun. 

5. The Horfi-Jlejh Fly. 

6. The Jmall Bright 

Brown. 



1, Dubbed on a fmall hook, No. 8 or 9, with 
brown feal's fur, or with brown fpaniePs fur, that 
looks ruddy, by being expofed to the weather, mixed 
with a little violet camlet; warp with yellow filk, 
and the wings off the grey feather of a mallards 
Kills be jl from eight to eleven. 

2. Dubbed with dark violet ftuflP, and a little dun 
beards hair mixed with it; the wings, off the gtey 
feather of a mallard. Kills very well from thefixth 
to the tenth of this month. 

: 3. Dubbed with fox- cub down, aOi-coIoured at 
the roots, next the (kin; ribbed about 'with yellow 
filk, the wings off a pale grey feather of a mal- 
lard. Or, dubbed witii the fame down, and a little 
niddy brown -mixed, warped with grey, or ruddy 
filk, a red hackte, under the wings, which muft be 
made from the feath^ of a land-rail, or ruddy brown 
chicken, which is better. This fly comes on the wa* 
kr the twelfth of this months and is taken' in tfU mid* 

dl^ 



die oj him day^ «// the monikikn^mgh, and in iluftcring 
weaiksr to ike tnd of jMn£. 

4» Dubbed wkb Camels, hair, and marteos yel- 
kkw f«r, vmj^i Doged^ ;^ or with a fmall quanti^ of 
pdlc yeltow cruel^ mixed with fox^-cub dowa irom 
ttie tail, warped with yellow filk; and the wing6 off 
a pale fiarling's feather. Thisjly is taken from eight 
to eleven^ and from two tofotkr* 

5. Dubbed with blue niohair^ and with pink and 
red colour tamioyy mixed, a brown head, and light 
coloured wings. This fly is taken all the mintA two 
hours before J an ftt till twilight* 

6. Dubbed with fpaniel's fur, the wing's the light- 
eft part off a flare's feather. Taken very well in a 
bright day and clear waier. 



MAY. 



5. The Grey D^aie* 

6. The Camlet-Fly. 

7. The Cow Dung 

Fly. 



I The Dun Cut. 
9. The Stone Fly. 

3. The Black May -Fly. 

4. The Little Ytllov) Mayfly. 

, 1. Dul>bed with bear's hair, of a brownifli colour^^ 
with a little blue and yellow mixed with it; the wingt. 
off a brown hen^ and two horns at the be<id from- 
the hairs off a fquirreJ's tail. Or, dubbed with bear'a 
cub fur, a little yellow and green cruel mixed with 
it, warped with yellow, or green; wings off a land-^ 
rail. A great fdller in the evening of a fiowefy 
day* 

%^ Dubbed with dun bear's hair, mixed with a< 

little 
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little broyn and yellow camlet, fo placed that- the 
fly may be more yellow on the belly, and towards, 
the tail, than any where elfe ; place two or three hairs^ 
off a'black cat's beard on the top of the hook, in jhe 
arming it, in fuch a manner that they may be tu^tie<i 
lip when you warp on the. dubbing and ftand almoft 
upright, and ftart one from the other, .rib the body 
with yellow filk, and make the wings very large oflF 
the dark grey feathers of a mallard. The hook No. 
g. This is a very great killer, and comes on the wa^ 
ter about the middle of April, and continues till the- end 
of June ; it is generally ufed in Jwiftfireams, but if 
' there is a gsod windjHrring it will be taken in the 
^ deeps; it is taken but indifferently in the middle of the 
day^ but excellently late and early. 

3. Dubbed with the ftrands off a black oflrich's 
feather, ribbed with filver twift, and a black cock's 
hackle over alL A good killer , but not to be compared 
with the Green Drake^ or Stone Fly^ 

4. Dubbed with yellow camlet, or yellow mar* 
ten's fur, the wings ofF a mallard's leather, dyed 
yellow. This fly is ta be made very fmall, but exa£l* 
ly in the fliape of the green drake. 

5^ Dubbed with whitifli hog's down, mixed with. 
black Ijpaniel's fur, ribbed with black filk; black 
cat^s beard for the whilks of the tail, and the wings 
ofFthe black grey feather of a mallard. Or, dubbed 
with white oftrich's feather; the end of the body 
towards the tail, off peacock's herl, warping of afli- 
colour^ with filver twift, and black hackle, and the 
wings a dark grey feather af a njallard. A verv 
■ ^^I'li^gJh* ^fptcially towards an evening, when the 
jyius are glutted with the green drake, ^ 

6. Dubbed with dark brown (hrning camlet, rib- 
bed over with very fmaH green filk, and the wings 
ofF the double grey featlier of a mallard. It will kill 
fmall Jijhes, arid continues till the end of June. 

7/Dabhed with light brown and yellow mixed, . 
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or drtrty lemon coWiired mohair, with die fame 
coJoured ha<:kle ender the wings, which may be 
either made ofF the feather of a land-raU, or a dark, 
grey fcathi»r of a mallard. 

The JTize of the hook, No. 7. This Jly is ujcd in 
€old windy days. 



4. The Brown Palmer. 

5. T\i&Grtat Red Spinner. 

6. The Small Red Spin* 

» ner. 



JUNE. 

The Palmers- 

i. The Ani Fly, 
2. The Purple Gold Pal- 
mer. 
g. The Little Black Gnat, 

i. Dubbed with brown and red camlet mixed; the 
wings the pale part oiF a ilarling's feather. \ 

2. Dubbed with purple mohair, ribbed with gold 
:twift, and a red cock's hackle over all. 

3. Dubbed with the black ilrands off an oilrich's 
feather, upon a hook the fize No. 9, and the wings 
orfthe lighteft part of a flarling's feather. A great 
killer after ajhower of rain, ejpecially in an evening. 

4. Dubbed with light brown feai's kair, warped. 
with afli-coloured filk, and a red hackle over all. 

g^ Dubbed with feal's fur dyed red, and brown 
bear's hair mixed together, but^here muft be bear's 
hair fufficient to make the body appear of a dalHQr 
red, ribbed with gold twift, the wiiigs off a flare's 
feather; and a red cock's hackle over the dubbmr,; 
The hook, No. 7. This fly kills very well till the 
latter end o£ Augiifl from fix o'clofik till twilight upon 
a dark coloured water* 

6. Dubbed with the yellow off a fpaniel, taken 
from behind the ear, ribbed with gold twift, a red 
backle over all, and the wings off a iUrling's feather. 

The 
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The hook. No. 8 or 5. Tkisjly hills exaffh at the 
fdffu time the Qthtrffinmr ddes, but token ike wattr 
is xftry ckau 



JULY. 
TbePxi-WERs. 



^. The Slack Silver PaU 

^ mer. 
6. The July Dun. 



I. T\it Badger Fly. 
^. The Orange Fly. 
3. The W0 Ffy. 
^. The Blaci Palmer. 

1. Diibt)ed witli the foft b^owA {m off a badger'i 
ftin, warped with red filk, the wings off the dark 
grey feitfacr of a mallard; the head ttiuft be red» 
Thisjly is an' e»cdknt kilkr^ and in Joint rivers is 
iaJken in March and April. ' 

2. Dubbed witfh oramge- coloured wool; the wings 
«ff the feaiher of % bkck-fc^rd's win^. Or, dubbed 
with raw orange fitk, warped with iiFk of the fa£ti^ 
colour, ribbed wkh gold twifi, arrd a black or^red 
hackle over all. Tkisjly is taken in June when the 
M^yfiy is avert in kot gUomy weatker^ undfill the end 
cf this m$nth. 

9. Dobbed mih brown bear's hair, or the fur off 
a black cat's tail; ribbed with yellow fi'l'k; and the 
wings off the pale leather of a ftare*s wing. 

4. Dabbed with the; hcrl off a copper-coloured 
peacock's fember, winh a black cock's hackle over it. 

^. Dubbed the fame as the BlacA Pahrtet; ribbed 
with fdver twift, aitid black hackle over all. 

6. Dubbed with the down off a water xnoufe» 
mixed with bltiifii dyed Teal's fur; or, dubbed with 
the for off a mole, vnijced with a littfe Marten's fur; 

warped 
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warped with afh-coloured filk; the wings, oflF the 
feather of a blue pigeon's wing. A good killer. The 
Jizc of the hooky No. 9. 



jlUGUST. 

The Palmers. 



1. The LdU Ant Fly. 

n. The fern Fly* 

Q. The White Palmer. 



4. The Hearth Fly. 

5. The Pale Blue- 

6. ThQ Harry Long Legs ^ 



1. Dubbed with the hair off a cow that is of a 
blacklfhl^rowa; tvarp fotne red in for the tag of his 
tail, the wings off the feither of a brown hen. An 
excellent killer. 

2. Dubbed with the fur off a hare's neck of a fern 
colour; the wings off a darkifli grey feather off a 
Hial lard's. 

3. Dubbed with the white herl off a Peacock's 
feather, and a white liackle over all. 

4. Dubbed with the wool off ah aged black ewe, 
mixed with fom^ grey colt's hair; the wings off 
thofe of a ftarling's. 

,5. Dubbed with very light blue, fur, mix^d with a 
little yellow mirten's fur, and a blue hackle over alU 
the wings off the feather of a blue pigeon. A very 
killing Jly from ten in the morning till three in the 
evening* The hook No. 3. 

6. Dubbed with darkifli beat's hair, mixed with a 
litile blue wool, and a brown hackle over all. Or 
dubbed with lightifh beards hair, mixed with a few 
hairs of light blue mohair, and a little fox-cub down, 
warped with light grey or pale blue filk, and a dun- 
nilh hackle over all; the head made large. Taken 
chiefly in a cloudy windy day. The hooky No. 5. 

K SEPTEMBER. 
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The Palmers. 



Ti . The Peacock Hackle, 
2, The Camel Brown, 



3. The Late Badger. 

4. The September s Dum 



1. Dubbed with peacock's ruddy herl; warped 
with green filk, and a red cock's hackle over all, 

2. Dubbed with the hair pulled out of the lime of 
an old walJ; warped with red filk, and the wings off 

, the darkilh gFcy leather of a mallard. 

3. Dubbed with the fur off a black badger's fkin, 
mixed with the fofteft yellow down off a fahdcd hog, 
and the wings off the feather of a dark grey mallard. 

4. Dubbed with the down off a moufe; warped 
with fad a(h-coloured filk; and the wings off the 
•dark coloured feather of a flare's. The hook No. 9. 

# 

1 have given the reader Forty-feven of the beft 
flies ufed in Jlyjijhing^ and what are generally 
known; with tnebeft methods of dubbing them; 
and which, if he pays attention to, and makes his ex- 
.<!eptions with judgment, he may in time become aa 
^excellent fly-fifher. 

As it cannot be expeSed that a man ignorant of 
painting, can point out the beauties oc defe6ls of a 
pifture, neitlier can a tyio in fly-fiOiing be fuppofed 
to make a proper feleftion from a lift of. flies, of 
thofe that are the beft calculated for that purppfe: 
therefore, upon that fuppofiiion, and that he may 
meet with no impediments to obilru£l his progrefs in 
attaining that pleafing art, I will give him a feleflion 
of thp beft flies from thofe I haye fct down for his- 
«ufe;. which if he dubbs, after the direftions given, 
'and makes proper deviations according to the water 
lie fifhes in, will undoubtedly killflfii in any part of 
England or Walc^^\\x. 

.^. Great 
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14. May Fly. 
t^. Grey Drake. 

16. Camkt Fly. 

17. Cow Dung Fly. 

18. Little Ant Fly. 

19. Badger Fly. 

20. Fern Fly. 

2 1 . Stone Fly-. 



5. Great Dum 

6. Dark Brozun. 

7. Early Bright Brown, 

8. Late ditto. 

9. Black Gnat. 
to. Yellow Dzin. 
II. Great Whirling Dun* 

13. Dun Cut. 

. N. B. There are t\vo Jal/n on Jlies, which ai^ the 
principal ones, called the Dragon and King's ft/her^ 
about two inches long, which may be made accord- 
ifig to fancy; but of the mod gaudy feathers . there 
are, efpecially the peacock's, for they will rife at any 
thing gaudy, and, where they artf plenty, at Trout 
Jlies. 

. There are likewife two Moths which I have omit- 
ted, great killers about twilight in a ferene evening; 
and the humble bee, a famous chub killer any time q( 
the day. They are dubbed in thefollowrng manner: 
The brown moth — the wings off the feather of a 
brown owl ; dubbed with light mohair, with a dark 
grizzle cock's hackle for the legs; and a red head. 
~ The white tw^/A— ^dubbed with the white flrands off 
an oil rich's feather; wings off the feather of a white 
pigeon's v/ing; a white hackle for the legs, and a 
black head. The hooks for both. No. 2. 

The humble bee — dubbed with black fpaniel'^ fur; 
a black cock's hackle over that ; the tag of the tail to 
be of a deep orange colour ; and the wings off the 
leather of a crow's wing. The hook. No. 2. 
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CHAP. IV. . 

■ 

I 

• / 

THE lift o\ flies which I have given the angler, 
he may depend are the ftandard for artificial 
fly-fi{hing; but as 1 am willing to give him as much 
fcope as pofTible, to enable him to become an adept 
in this^Ieafant and ingenious recreation, I here pre- 
fent him with a fecond lift; which he muft make ufe 
of as his experience in artificisll fly-fifhing increafes; 
and I dare affirm, that if he makes a judicious appli* 
cation, of this and the former lift, and 'Obfervcs the 
rules laid down for the weather, proper for this fport, 
he will never go home with an empty pannier. 

The Red Fly. 

Comes on about the middle of February, and con- 
tinues till the end of March: its wings are made 
artificially of a dark drake's feather; the body of fhe 
red part of fquirreFs fur, with the red hackle of a 
cock, wrapt twice or thrice under the but of the 
wing; has four wings, and generally flutters upon 
the furface of the water, which tempts the fifties, 
and makes them take it the more eager. The Jizc 
ojtht Aooi,No. 6. 

The Blue bun Fly. 

Comes on the beginning of March, and continues 
till the iriiddle of April; its wings are made of*a 
feather out of the'ftarling*s wing, or the blue feathers 
that grow under the wing of a duck widgeon; the 
body is made with the blue fur off a fox, or the blue 
part of a fquirrePs fur, mixed with a little yellow 
mohair, and a fine blue cock's hackle wrapt over the 
body in imitation of the legs: ^s it fwims down 
the water its wings fland upright on its back ; its tail 

forked^ 
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forVed, and of the fame colour of its wings. It ap- 
pears on the water about ten o'clock in the fore* 
noon, and conunues till about three in the afternoon ; 
but the principal time of the day is from twelve till 
two, the flies then come down in great quantities, and 
are always more plentiful in dark, cold, gloomy days, 
than in bright fun-fhiny weather. Your morning's 
fifliing, till the flies come on, fliould be with the 
worm or minnow ; the fize of the hook this fly is 
made on, is No. 7 ; but if the water is very low 
and fine, No. 8. 

The Brown^Fly^ or Dun-Drake. 

Comes on etout the middle of March, and conti- 
nues till the latter end of April : its wings are made 
off the feather of a PheafaAt's wing, which is full of 
fine -flaade, and exaftly refembles the wing of the fly ; 
the body is made oi the bright part of hare's fur, 
mixed with a little of the red part of fquirrel's fur, 
ribbed with yellow filk, and a partridge's hackle 
wrapt over twice or thrice under the but of the wing: 
as it fwims down the water its wings fland upright 
upon its back, its tail is forked, and the colour of its 
wings : it comes upon the water about eleven o'clock, 
and continue^ on till two, appearing on the water in 
fhoals, or great quantities ; in dark gloomy days, at 
the approach of the leaft gl^am of fun, it isamazhig 
to fee, in a moment's tinje, the furface of the water 
almofl: covered with ten thoufands of th^^fe pfetty 
little flying infeQs, and the fiflies rifing and 
fporting at them, infomuch, tjiat yoa woijld think 
the whole river was alive ; it is a pleafing fight tb the 
angler, and affords him great diverfion ; in this man- 
ner they appear upon the water every fucceflive day, 
till the end of their duration. The blue dun, and the 
brown, are both on at the fame time, the blues are 
moft plentiful in cold and dark days, and the browns 

K.3 in 
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in warm and gloomy days ; though I have often^ fee 
blues, browns, and granams on at the fame time 
when they have refufed the other two forts,, and have 
taken the browns only ; there cannot be too much 
faid in commendation of this flv, both for its dura* 
lion, and the fport it affords the angler :- Thtfizc of. 

the hook i$ is made on is No. 6. 

« 

The GrannmrFlyyOr Green-taili 

Comes on about the beginning of April, if the 
•weather is warm, being a very tender fly, and can- 
not endure the cold. When they firft appear on the 
water, they do fo in great quantities, in bright morn- 
ings; you may begin to fifh with them from, fix 
c'cfock in the morning till eleven; 'then you will 
find the browns come on., which you muft ufe, as the 
fi(h will not touch the granams as long as the browns 
continue : about five o*cIock in the evening you may 
ufe the granams again with fuccefs, the browns 
haying then totally difappeared for that day. The 
Granam-fly is a four winged fly: as it fwims dbwn 
the water its wings lie flat on its back, it has. a fmalf 
buncb of eggs, ©f a green colour, which gives it the 
name of the Green-tail Jly\ as foon as it lights orr 
the water it drops its eggs ; it is of fliort duration, 
not hfting above a week,-and then tot #'y difappeara 
for that year. The wings are made from a feather 
out of the wing of a partridge, or pheafant, which 
is Ihaded like the wmg of the fly; the body is 
made of the fur from a hare's face, or ear, and a 
grizzled hackle of a cock wrapt under the but of the 
ivings. The hooky No. 8. 

The Spider Fly, 

Comes on about the twentieth of April, if the 
\^eatber is warm, and continues on a^out a fortnight: 
tliey are bred in beds of gravel by the water fide» 

g where 
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wljere vou may find them in bunches engcndermg. 
(o prepare f^r their produaion the next year : m 
cold and ftormy days they hide themfelves in- the 
gravel, not being able to endure cold. \ou may filh 
with \l from fun-rife till fun-fet ; being a ve*y killing 
flv too much cannot be faid m its praile. Ihe 
w^MS are made from a woodcock s feather, out of 
the but of the wing ; the body of lead coloured filk, 
with a bfeck cock'^s hackle wrapt twice or thtice 
under the wings. This fly cannot, be made too fine. 

The hook. No. 8 or 9, 

The Black Caterpillar. 
Corner on about the beginning of May, and contij 
fiues on^ about a fortnighK ^ndis to be fifhed with 
after hot fun fliiny mornings; if winds and clouds 
appear, they then grow weak for want of the fun, 
and fall upon the waters in great qqaniities. . The 
wings are made from a feather out of a jay swin^, . 
the body of an oftrich's feather, which is preferable 
to the plover's, and a fine black cock s hackle wrapt , 
over the body. It h a very killing fly in fmafl ^ 
brooks.. The hook, No^j. 

. The Little Iron-Blue- Fly*.' 

Comes on about the feventh- of May,^and contr* 
nues on till the middle of June. In cold flormy days 
they come down the waters in great quantities, but in 
warm days there are butfew to be feen; As it fwiras 
down the water its wings ftand upright on its back.; 
its tail is farked, and the colour of its wings : it .is a 
neat curious fly, and cannot be. made too fine, it is to 
be fifhed with from about eleven o'clock in the fore- 
noon till three iti the 'afternoon. When thefe flies 
are on, the fifties refufe every other fort, and take 
thefe only, every fort of fifli being fond of them. 
The wings are made from a cormorant's featjier that 
° grows 
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grows under the wing, or off the feather of a dark- 
blue- hen that grows on the body under the wings 5 
the body is made of water-rcits fur^ ribbed with yellow 
£ilk, and a futty blue hackle of a cock wrapt over the 
body.' The hooh^ No. 8 or 9* 

The Yellow Sally-Fly. 

Comes on about the twentieth of May, and con- 
tinues on till about the tenth or twelfth of June. It 
is a four-winged fly ; as it fwims down the water its 
wings lie flat on its back. The wings are made with » 
a yellow cock'-s hackle, and the body of marten's fur - 
taken from the fpots under the jaws, which is a fine 
yellow. It is one of thofe flics that prepare the fi(h 
to look for the May-fly, or Green-drake. The 
hookf No. 7; 

The Oak, AJh^ Woodcock^ Cannon^ or Downhill^ 

Comes on about the fix teen th of May, and con-^ 
ttnues on till about a week in June ; it is to be found 
on the buts of trees, with its head always down- 
wards, which gives it the name of the Down-hill-fly. 
It is-bred in oak -apples, and is the beft of all flies for 
bobbing at the bufli in the natural way, and a good 
fly for the dub-line, when made artificially. The 
wings are made from a feather out of the wing of a 
partridge, or woodcock, the body with a bittern's 
feather, and the head with a little of the brown part 
of hare's fur. The hook, No. 7. 

N. B. Some dub it with black wool and Ifabclla- 
coloured mohair, and bright" brown ifli bear's hair, 
warped on with yellow filk, but the head' of an afli- 
colour; others dub it with an orange tawney and 
Mack ground ; and others with blackilh wool and gold 
twill; the wings off the brown part of a mallard's ^ 
feather* 

The 
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TheShorn-Fly. 

Comes on about the fame time ^s the Cannon-fl/, 
and continues on till the latter end of July. They 
^e generally found in mowing grafs ; it is of the 
caterpillar kind, has dulky wings of a dark brown 
colour, with fine clear blue wings under them, which 
it makes ufe of in its flight : it is in greateft perfec- 
tion in June; and^for the ;time that iLcontinues on 
the water, is a mott excellent killer in rivers or 
brooks. There are three forts of them, the one I 
have defcribed; there is another with a dull red 
wing; and a third with a dark blue wing, all of 
which the fifli take very well, but the preference muft 
be given to the red fort : it is to be fifhed with any 
time ^f the day, from fun-rife to fun-fet. Tiie 
wings a^[e made of a red cock's hackle, with a black 
lift up the middle; the body with a peacock's herl. 
The hook^ No. 6, if for a river; but if for a 
dead^ heavy ^ running brook^ the Jly mufi be made, 
.larger; as on No. 4 or 5. 

The OrU^Fly. 

Conies on the latter end of May, and continues 00 
till the latter end of June. It is a four-winged fly, 
generally flutters along the furface of the water, and 
IS what fifhes are remarkably fond of, you may fiih 
with 1t fuccefsfully after xhe May-fly is gone, from 
four o'clock in the morning till about, feven in the 
evening, at which time the flcy-blue comes on, then 
change it for the fky blue. The'wings of the Orl- 
fly are made with a dark grizzle cock's hackle, and 
the body of Peacock's herl, worked with dark red 
(ilk. The hookf No. 6« 
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The Sky-coloured Blue, 

Comes on about the fame time as the Grl-fiy, and 
continues on. till the middle of July. It is a neat, 
curious and beautiful fly; its 'wings are tranfparent, 
ftand upright upon its back, and are of a fine blue 
colour, its body is of «a pale yellow, its tail forked, 
and the colour of its wings : it is ^ fly the frflies take 
extremely well from feven o'clock in the evening 
till fun-fet. The wings are made from the light 
blue feather of a hen; the body is made with pale 
yellow mohair, mixed with light blue fur, and- 
ribbed with a fine cock^s hacklcj dyed yellow, Th^ 
book, No. 8. 

The. Cadis* Fly* 

Comes on about the tenth of June : it is a large' 
four-winged fly, df a buff-coloar, and its body the 
feme colour of its wings : it continues on the water, 
tall about the begimiine of July ; it is bred from the 
eod-bait, a carious Httle tnfea: while in the ftate of 
a grub, it is greatly to be admired, the outfide huik 
that it lives in being curioufly wrought with gravel 
or fand; this^ fly is tak'en foeft at the clearing of the- 
water, though I think him a fly worth the leaft notice 
of any in the Catalogue, there being many forts on. 
at the fame time far preferable to it. The wings 
are made from a feather taken from a buflf-coloured 
ben ; the body is made of buflf-coloured mohair, and 
the legs of a gale yellow hackle. The hook^ No. &• 

The Blue Gnat, 

Comes* on the water about the fame time as the 
pinners (vide lift the ift. under June) and continues- 
on about a fortnight: if the water is low and fine,, 
tfaefiflies take them very well, and as long as they 
r^vmn on the water. The wings of this. Gnat are 

mad^ 
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TTiade with a fmall pale blue cock's hackle, and the 
body with light blue fur, mixed with a little yellow 
mohair. The hook^ No. 8 or 9. ^ 

Tht Large Red Ant-Fly. 

Comes on about the middle of June, if hot and 
fultry weather, and continues on till about the 15th. 
or 16th ef July, appearing moftly in hot, clofe, 
;gloomy days: it is to be fiflied with from about 
eleven o'clock in the forenoon till about fix in the 
•evening, then make ufe of the evening flies defcribed 
beFore. The Ant-flies, when in perfection, are great 
killers; and all forts of fiflies, that rife at flies, are 
very fond of them ; and you may take fifli with them 
in dead heavy waters, as well as in ftreams. The 
•wings of this fly are made from a feather out of a 
flare's wing, and the body of peacock's herl, made 
pretty large at the tail, and fine towards the wing, 
with a fine ginger-coloured cock's hackle wrapt 
twice or thrice under the but of the wings. Tkt 
'hooky No. 8. 

The Large Black Ant-Jfy. 

Comes on at the fame time with the red, and is to. 
be fiflied -v\'ith at the fame time, and after the fame 
manner. The wings jof this fly are made with the 
Jighteft flcy-blue feather you can get, and with the 
greatett giofs ; but it is difiicult to find any that can 
come up to the gloflineft of the natural wings, ex- 
cept the thiftle, which makes them the beft of any 
thing I know of, but is -not lafting; the body is made 
-with a black oflrich's feather, and a black cock's 
hackle wrap under the but of the wings: it is 
to be made in the fame form as ^he red one. The 
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The Jf^elchman's Button, or Hajle-Fly. 

Comes on about the latter end of July, and con- 
tinues on about nine days; it is in form like a round 
button, from wliich it derives its name; it has four 
wings, the upperraoft hufky and hard, the undermoft 
of a fine blue colour, foft, and tranfparent; it is to 
be. found on hafle-trees, or fern: it is an excellent 
fly for bobbing at the bufli, or dub line; but is rather 
difficult to make, on account of its (hape and form : 
The wings are made from the red feather that grows 
upon the rump or tail of a partridge; the body is 
made with a peacock's .herl and an oftrich's feather 
mixed, and the legs of a iine black cock's hackle* 
ThchooifNo.y. 

The Little Red- and 'Black Ant Flies. 

Come on about the tenth or twelfth of Auguft, 
land are to be feen in warm .gloomy days till the latter 
end of September; to be fiflied with from about 
twelve o'clock, till four in the evening, and are to 
b« made in the fame form tis the large ones, and 
with the fatne matepials, but very fmall. The Aevi, 
No. 9« 

The Little IVhirling Blue, 

Comes on about the tenth or twelfth of Auguft, 
and continues on 'about three -weeks: as it fwinis 
down the water, its wings Hand upright on its back^ 
it has a forked tail, the colour oi its wings; -it is 
to be fiftied with from eleven o'clock in the foFe- 
noon till three in the afternoon. The wings are 
made from a feather out. of the wings of a ftarling; 
thp body is made with, a fpaniel's fur, mixed with a 
little yelloiv, and ^ fine red hackle over the body. 
The hooki No. 8. 

Tfie 
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The Utile Pale Blue. 

Comes on about the fame time as the Whirling- 
Blue, and continues on till the latter end of Septem* 
ber : as it fwims down the water its wings ftand up- 
right on its back ; it hais a forked tail and the colour 
of its wings : It is a neat, curious, little fly, and what 
the graylings are very fond of; it is to be fiflied with 
from about ten o'clock in the morning till three in 
the afternoon, and generally aifords the angler great 
diverfion. The wings are made from a feather off 
the fea-fwallow : the body is made of the lighteft blue 
-fur you cap get, mixed with a very little yellow mo- 
hair, with a fine pale blue hackle wrapt over the 
body. T%e Aoci, No» 8. , 

TTie JVzHoW'Ffy. 

Comes on about the beginning of September, and 
continues on till the latter end of Oftober: it is a 
:four-winged fly, and generally flutters upon the fur- 
face of the water : it is to be fiihed with in cold 
ftormy days, being then moft plerttiful on the water; 
but in warm gloomy jdiays niake ufe of^the Pale- Blue* 
The wings are made of a blue grizzled cock's hackly > 
and the body of the blue part of fquirrel's fur, mixed 
with a little yellow mohair. The kooi. No. 7. 

The f hree laft-mentioned flies conclude the feafon 
ioxjly-jijhing. From the middle of May till Auguft^ . 
you will find great variety of flies and gnats%«pon the 
water evety day, fo that you mufl: obferve it as a* 
general rule to fifh with the firft fly that comes on m 
in the morning; that fly being the firfl which is on 
the water in the day, that is firft mentioned in every 
month, and then you will fee the other flies and 
gnats coming down every day in regular fucceffion, 
every fucceeding day till Auguft. The great num- 
ber of. flies and infe6k that are pn the water^ all the 
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hot fummer months, .and the great variety of food 

vtbat the fiflies h^ve, both at top and bottom, makes 

them' very nice, and more difficult to be taken, than 

in* the fpritig or in the autumn : the great number of 

. iiiesand infeSs which are on the water all the fum- 

'iner months, totally difappear about the middle of 

Auguft, fo that your diverfion is as certain with the 

•thmee Autumn Jlies, viz. the Little WbirliBg-Blue, 

the Pak-Blue, and the WiUow-Fly, as with the 

three Spring files; which are the Red-fly, the Bhie- 

'Duti, and the Brown. In thefe t\vo feafons of the 

-yiar, if the weather is favoorabte, and the water ia 

order, you witl find yoiir fport more <ertain, and 

^regukr thah in the hotter months. 

Not only thefe flies that are moil ufefii! in the re- 
creation of angling, but myriads more come under 
the angler's obfervation when in purfuitof his paf« 
time, which wiil not only fill his mind with wondor 
arid admiration, at the mcomprehenfibte works of 
nature, but likewife make him praife that Almighty- 
1^6Wer, frbm Vrhotm both himfelf aod tliem derivac 
*thSr being. 

There is fo beautiful a paflage, apropos to this fufi- 
jeft, in Mr. Thomfon*s Summtr^ that I think the in* 
fertion of forae part of it muft prove acceptaible to 
the thfbroied and pious mind: 



Nor flialf the mufe difdain 



To let the little lively fummer rate 
Live in her lay, and flutter thto* her fottg: 
l^fot mean, tho* fim;f)le, to the fun allyy, 
JFrom him they draw their animating fire. 

WaVd by his wafnfifer ray the reptile' youAg 
^Come wing'd abroad, by the light air upborne. 
Lighter, and full of foul. From evVy chink 
And fecret Corner, where they flept away 
Theinirilitry ftorm^ or lifCDg from tbdr tombs 

Swarming 
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To higher Ufe, by myriads forth at once 

Swarming they pour, of all the varied .hu^s 

Their beauty -beaming parem caa difclofe. 

Ten thoufand forms, ten thoufa^d dififereni; trib/es^ 

People the bla^e. To funny waters fome 

By fatal inftinft fly, where on the pool 

They fportive wheel ; or failing down jhe ftream, 

Are fnatch'd immediate by the quick-ey'd Trout 

Or darting Salmon, Thro' the green-wood glade 

Some love to firay, there lodg'd, amused, and fcd^ 

In the frefti leaf: luxurious, others make 

The meads their choice, arid vifit «very flow'r 

And ev*ry latent herb, for the fweet tafk 

To propagate their k,inds, and wh?f^ to wr^ip, 

In what foft beds, th^r young y.et undifelo&'d, 

Employs their tender care: fpoie to the hpufe^i 

The fold an4 dairy« hungry b^nd their flighi;, 

Sip round the p^il, or taue. the curdling cbe^ ; 

Oft, inadvertent from the rnXky fiream 

They meet their f^te, or vfeWring lo th#»^w»»v * 

With powVlefs wingeorountt tliem wrapp'di expiftf* 

Refoiuids the living furfacc of the groimd; 
Nor undeltghtful is the ceafelefs hum 
To him who mufes thro' the woods at noon. 
Or drowfy (hepherd as he lies reclin'd. 
With half Ibut eyes, beneath the floajting fiiadfi 
Of willows grey» clofe crowding o'ei the brook. 

Gradual from thefe what num'rous kinds defcend^ 
Evading ev'n the microfcopic eye! 
Full nature fwarms with life, one woad'rous raafs^ 
Of animals, or atoms organi2*d, 
Waiting the vital breath, when parent heav'n 
Shall bid hiis fpirit blow. 

Let no prefumijig impious railer tax 
Creative wifdom, as if aught was form'd ' 

La U 
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In vain, or not for admirable ends : 
Shall little haughty ignorance, pronounce. 
His works, iinwife, of which the fraalleft part 
Exceeds (he narrow vifion of her mind ? 



CHAP V. 



Tke befi RuUs for Artificial Fly Fijhing^ 

IT is the heft fifliing in*a river fomewhat difturbed 
with rain ; or in a cloudy day, when the waters 
are moved with a gentle breeze : the fouth and weft 
winds are the heft : and if the wind blows high, yet 
not fo but that you may conveniently guide your 
tackle, the fiflies will rife in the ftill deeps ; but if 
4iv*,^ ;c little wind ftirring, the beft anting is iti 
fwift firearas. 

In cafting your line do it always before you, and 
in fuch a manner that the fly may fall iirft on the 
water, and as little of your line with it as poffible; 
but if the' wind is high, you will then be forced to 
drown a good part of it, that you may keep the fly 
on the water ; and endeavour, as much as you can, 
to have the wind at your back, and |he fun in your 
face; but the winding of the river will frequently 
JTender that impra£licable. 

When you throw your line, wave the rod in a 
fmall circumference round your head, and never 
make a return of it before it has had its full kope; 
for if you do the fly will fnap off". 

Although when you angle the day is cloudy anJ 
windy, and the water thick, you muft keep the fly in 
continual motion; otherwife the fiflies will difcera 
the deceit. 

•• Upo% 



*• Vpon th^ curJiqg furface 1^ it glicle» 
«• \\rith n^t'rjal motion ft-om your band fupp!y*d» 
" Againjl the ftream now gently let k play, 
** Now Ui the i:4pid dd^. roll away.*' 

Le^ tjhe Unfit I|e twipe s^ U>ng as the r.od« uale& the 
river i^ encupibered w.uh wood ; aind always, ftand. as * 
far oif the bank as tb^ length of your^ line will p^r*. 
mit, when yoi> qaft the fly to th^ coptrajy fide ; but 
if the wind blows fo that you muft throw your line 
on the fao^e fide you ar^ op, ft^yid qh th^ very brink 
of the river, and ca^ your fiy at the utmoft* lengih of 
the rod and linej, vp of down the :&reai& as.th^ wind> 
ferves. 

You mud have a quick i^rp eye« and a&ive hand, 
to ilrike dire31y a filfa rifes; or elfe lidding the mif- 
take he will fpew out tl)e hook* 

Small light colpured ^/Z^j are for clear waters and 
clear atmofpber^s, Urge ^fk^QQlomtdJliej. when 
vice verja. 

When after rain the w:ajt(er becomes brownlflH an 
orange (jolour^d^j/ i^ taken. greedily. 

When fifb^s. rife at t^b^ fly very often,' ^od yet 
never take it».you may conclude that it i» noCi what: 
they like J therdore change it for one they^do. 

When you fee a fi(h rife, throw your fly beyond 
him, and drawU gently over the. place where he Kofe; . 
and if it is a proper fly for the feaipn, and you call: 
it with a nicety^ the fiih is yoijr own. 

When you angle in flow running rivers, or flill 
places, ^ith an artificial^, cad it aisrofs the water, 
aofl let it ^nk a little in the water, and then draw 
It gently oyet; to you again, letting the current carry 
ft Uowly dawn ; this is the befl, way for flow waters; 
but for quick ones your fly muft always fwim on the 
top, ij^ader the continual infpe&ion ol your eyes, 
which ought, for this kind of angling, to be as flaarp 
sas the baftlij^'sx 
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It is a good plan to always cairy Tpme dubbing; 
gut, hooks and uik, out with you in a fmalT pocket- 
book, that you may be able always to imitate any 
fly you fee the fifii rife at more than others. 

I (ball now conclude tbefe rules by giving the 
reader a paifage relating to artificial Jly-Jifhing,, (witl^ 
the alteration only of two or three monofyilables) 
from the Spring of that elegant and natural defcrip- 
tive poet, Mr. Tkornfon^ which cannot fail of contri— • 
buting as ^eU to his amufement, as in(tru£lion l 

Soon as' the firft fout torrent of the brooks^ ^ 
Sweli'd with the vernal rains, is ebb'd away, 
And, whit 'ning^' down their roofly-tinftur'd flreaBk\ 
Defcends the billowy foam, then is the time. 
While yet the dark-brown water aids the guile,^ 
To tempt the tvouu The well-difTemblM .fly, . 
To rod fine tap'ring with elaflic fpring,- 
Snatch'd from the boary fteed the floating line,*. 
And all thy Sender watVy ilores prepare; 
But let not on thy hook the tortur'd worm, 
Convuldve twift in agonizing fofd^,. 
Which, by rapacious hunger fwalloweddeep,-, 
Giyesy as you te^r it from the bleeding breaii^ 
Of the weak helplefs uncomplaining wretch^. 
Harfh pain and horror to the tender h^nd^ 
When with his lively ray the potent fun 
Has pierc'd the ftreams, and rous'd the finny race^ 
Theii» ilTuing^ cheerful to thy fpert repair ; " . 
Ghief mould the w-eftern breezes curling pla)% . 
And light o'^r ether bear the Ihadowy^ clouds* 
High to their fount, thi^day, amid the hills- 
And woodlands warbling f-ound^ trace up the brooks^*. 
Then n^xt purfue their rocky channeled maze 
Down to the river in whofe ample wave 
Their little naiads^ love to fport-at large; 

iuft Jn the dubious point, where with the- pool • 
I mix'd the trembling fl ream, or wh^re it boils- 
A^und the fione,.orirom the hollow bank . 

Reverted. 
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Ifccv^rtcd plays in undulating floWi- 
There throw, nice judging, the delufivc fly^. 
And as you lead k round in artful curve. 
With eye attentive mark the fpringing game*. 
Straight a9 above the furface of the flood 
They wanton rife, or ug'd by hunger leap. 
Then fix with gently twitch the barbed hook; 

• Some fightFy tofling tathe grafly bank. 

And to the flielving (hore flow-dragging fome; 
With variouar hand, propoftion'd tb- their force*. 
If yet too young, and eafily deceived- 
A worthiefs prey fcarce bend3 your pliant rod,, 
Mim piteous of his youth, and the (hort fpace- 

• He has enjoy 'd the vital light of He4v'n». ^ 
' Soft difengage, and back into the flream 

The fpeckled captive throw ; but fli'ould you lore 
From his dark haunt, beneath the tangled ro6ts- 
Of pendent' tree*, the monarch of. the brook, 
Behoves you then to ply your fineft-art. 
Long iittie he, following cautious, fcans the fly,. 
And oft attempts to (eize it, but as oft' « 

• The dimpPd water fpeaks his jealous fear : 
At laft, while haply ocrlhe ibaded fun 
Pafi*es a cloud, he defperate takes the death 
With fullen- plunge*: at once he darts along, 

- D.eep ilruck, and runs out all the lengthened h'ne/ 
Then feek« the fartheft ooz^, the flieltering weed^. 
The cavern 'd bank, his old fecure abode; 
And flies a'loft, and ftbunces round the poo(, • 
Itidignant of the guile. With yielding hand,' 
That feels him Hill, yet to his furious €0Ufi6 - 
©ives way, you, now retiring, fol lowing >no\^ 

' Acrofsthe flream, exhaufli'his idle rage, ^ 
Till floating broad upon his breathlef^ fide/, ' 
And to his fate abandoned, to the fliore 
Itou gaily drag your unrefifling prize. 



CHAR 
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CHAP. vr. 

THE riye«ja hi Enghni 3m foi4 l?y ©r. ^«^4'ii^t(>' 

tncroafe iibetr nutpbei? to four hiHl4i^4i ^ia4 fi^ty.^ It 
would be fupecftiou^ her^ to Irea^ p^|-t4^i|l(iMFi^ of 
their diMe^kiee, tb^ii? fi{)Miatji$N9S,. tk^kif cy^^aac^ 9Q<1^ 
remotQjiil^ris Froqa e^h Q:thei:> iheii^ ae^nels, of? vici- 
nity to the fi^. th^ q.q^iti$j| of t(b:^ir v^jt^sr, ^d'^e 
various Tpecit^ of ^ th^y contain* Tlipfe tk^i i|ay<5 
a 9iore ii«up9ii(ti£(te iitajtercQiirJ^s ¥{ith,th^ f}^ paijtici- 
pate of k^ ipfl^enqes, and. h^y^tib/^. i^vf^ viciifctuAsV 
the taajg fli»;<e« a»Dd reftiwe^. tfee fa^^ faJU W£)ti9f,.a|id 
the fame -fort qf fiife^ whioh f]%<)iAQntr t|h^^f^A wh^rc* 
they <iif«ml¥>gi^ ihe]iQfelve& Th^ i}a^.4i^ of ri^y^rs 
are'too deep io bi^ fj^thonfied l?y th^^<?ii4ii^.<j^ %^fle^- 
but moroiiEifendv ^d Unfe^^ di-fei^lcfep^a ^1^C:€«n«^ 
mon receptafilj^ o/ w^Aer^, ite& dv^Rft aj^ a^oft pw^er 
fbr the a^gl^ii's dm>i^n> 

The p«Vfl<ti[?aJI> rivers id^ Sfltglmdi^t^ t^Thames^ 

4^, XJaW*. WHi^jk A^^i^ hm% Tr€,Vi:k ^«* Nffh^ 
Wetland, Drnmi^^x Caldir, Wharfs Nidi Don^ Sw^le,- 
Htdl, Qiufii s^d Afjc^ The miners - i^iii W^le^? ^re 
reckoned. ^bjQ;v^ two h^ndredv ttiaie> pr ipcifial ^f M^hich ■ 
are the jR^, Wy^ Onv^i, Tim, ChcdlaydAyy Cluid^ 
VJk^ T9ny^ ?}j#» wd l^vyj. o<?ver^ rivecs io Bngr 
land run u^der gfoujod aiikd t4)]^a rife 9gajp, a^. a^ 
branch erf the Me4myi in. -&«|< ; t(he Afo^< io &rry »- 
if^ini in Sioffori^re t: the little rivers ^^^n in i>(»^ 
Ughjhirt^ and i>,^eril io WUyhire: xh^ river Rtt^all' 
hides itfelf under ground, near Elmjky in the North- 
Biding of Yjorkjhirc : at A/hwcU in Bcdford/hire, rife 
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lo many fources of fprings thslt they foon drive a 
itiill : at C}ir.dder, near Ax bridge in Somerfetjhirey is a 
fpring that drives twelve mills in a quarter of a mile. 
In the midft of the river Nen^ fouth of Peterborough 
in rJorthamptonJhire^ is a deep gulf, c^W^A Medejwell^ 
fo cold, that in fummer no fwimmeris able to endure 
it, yet it is not frozen in the winter. But of thefe 
enough. 

As the maps will give a better profpefl of thefe 
than any enumeration of them can do, let every 
angler have a large orft of England, or at leaft of the 
particular county where he ufually angles, and.there- 
in he may with delight obferve the fpring head, fite, 
diftance, various pafTages, windings, turnings, and 
confluxes of each particular river, with what towns» 
cafiles, churches, gentlemens' feats, and places of 
note, are on or near the banks ; making, as he angles, 
remarks proper to the nature of each. The fix prin- 
cipal rivers are as follow : 

1 . The Thames, compounded of two rivers, Tame 
and Ifis. The Tame rifes in Bucks, beyond Tame in 
Oxford/hire, and the latter in CvtfwolfiHvcits, near Ci^ 
rencejterm Gloucejlerjhire, They meet together about 
Dorckejler in Oxfordjhire, and thence run united 
betwixt that county and Bucks, and between Buck^ 
inghaynjhire, Middlefex and E/fex^^ on the one fide* 
and Surry and Kent on the other, wedding itfelf to 
the Kentijh Medway in the very jaws of the ocean^ 
This river is faid to feel the violence and benefit of the' 
fea more than any other river in Eurdpe ^ thhiug and 
flowing twice a day, more than fixty miles. Sir 
Jfohn Denham has given fo grand a defcription of the 
Thames, in his Cooper s Hill, that I think the infec- 
tion of fome part, cannot prove unacceptable to the? 
Reader: 

My eye defcending from the hill, furveys 
Where Thames among the wanton vaUieiftrays: 

Thames I 
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^ Thauiest the moft lov'cl of all the oceans Ton^s^ 
By hi§ old Sire, to his embraces runsv 
Hafiii^ to pay. his tribute to the fea. 
Like moriai life to meet eternity ; 
Tbo' with tjiofe ftfeams he no refemblance hold 
Whofe foam is amber and their gravel gold: 
His genuine and lefs guilty weahh t* explore^ 
Search not his bottom, but furvey his (hore; 
O'er, which he kindjy fpreads his fpacious win^ 
And hatches plenty, fof, the enfuing fpring > 
Nor then deftroyjs it with too fond a ftay, 
Like mothers whjch, their infa/its overlay : 

^ I|Ior with a fudden and impetuous wave» 
Like profufe kings, refumes the wealth he gave* 
No un^xpe£led inqndationsfpoil 
Th^ naower's hop^s, or raock the ploughman's tpil j- 
3^t go^-jikq hi$ unweary'd bounty flow^; 

. lirft loy,es to do, then loves, the ^ood he doe(|« 
Nor are his bJeflings to his banks conlin'4> 
Bii^t free ai)cl common s^ the fe:^ or wind; 
"Vl^hen l^Cj^toboaft or to difperfe his ftores^ 
Jull of the tribute of his grateful fhores^ 
Vifitft the world, and in bis flying tow'rs 
Brings home to us, and makes both Indies, ours ^ 
£ihds wealth where *tis^ beftows it where it wants^ 
Cities in deferts, woods. in cities, plants.. 
Sia that to us noHhing, no place, is ilrange» 
While his fair bofom is the world's exchange* 

The fecopd river of note is thp Severn^ which 
'has its beginning in Plinilimmon-Hiil in Montgomery* 
Jhire^ and its end fevcn miles from Brifiol\ wafliing 
in that fpace the walls of Skrevi/bury^ Worceftery Glou-^ 
ce/ler, and divers other places and palaces of note^ 
It receives greater rivers, and is farther navigable tbaQ» 
the Thames^ but does not equal it for the quantity and 

J. The rr<;»t(fQ called on account of the thirty 

difierent 
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diHerent kinds of fifli which are found in it, or becaufe 
it receives thirty fmall rivers) has its fountain in 
Staff or djhire^ and gliding through the counties of 
JNotHngkam, Lincoln; Lticejitr^ and York^ augments 
the tuibulent current of toe Hnmber^ the moft vio- 
lent ftream of all the ifle. The Humber is not a 
diflinfl river, becaufe it has not a fpring head of its 
own, but is rather the mouth ov^p/marium of divers 
rivets meeting together; among which, befides the 
Trtnt^ are the Darweniatrid Oufe. 

4. The Medway, a Keniijk river, rifcs near Tun* 
iridge^ paffes by Maidftone^ runs by Rockejler^ and 
ciifcnarges itielf jnto the mouth of'^the Thames^hy 
Sketrnejfs : a river chiefly remarkable far tlie dock at 
Chatham^ vfhttQ Ihips of the" £rft rate ate built and 
TepaireJfor theufe of the Englifh navy. 

5. The Tweed, tlie north-^aft boundary of Ew^- 
larid^ onwhofe banks is feated the ftrong and almoft 
impregnable town of Berwkk. 

6. The Tine^ famous for UewcaflU and its isrex* 
liau'Ilible cdal pits. Thefe, and the reftef principal 
note, are' thus defcribed in one of Mr* Vrn^oiC^ 
jbnnets. 

The fiobd's fQisAtm Tbaaset, for 9ap and fwAHi if 
cro^n'd, 

And ftately Severn for her fliore is^prais'J; 
9*be chryftal Tr^tfor fords and fift renow^^ 

And Anm^s fame to' Albion's clifffi i» ri^is'd: 

IL 

CaHegicm €hcf{ler vaunts her holy I>ee ; 

York" many wonders of her Oufe can lelh 
The Peak her Dove, whofe banks fo fertile be. 

And Kent^ill fay her Medway doth exeel. 

in. 
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III. 

Cotfwold commands her Ifis to the Tame; 

Our tiorthern borders boaft of Tweed's fair flood; 
Our weftern parts extol their Willy's fame. 

And the old Lea brags of the Danifh blood. 

But let me return to the Thames, of which, and 
the rivers that fall into it, I fhall treat fomewhat par- 
cularly, as they are more the feat for the diver fioYi 
of angling than any others. The higher an angler 
goes up the Thames ^ if within about forty miles, the 
more fpdrt, and the greater variety of fifli he will 
meet with; but as few Londoners go fo far from 
home, L Ihall mention the bell places for Thamc[s 
angling from London Bridge to Chelfta. 

But before I proceed any farther on this fubjeQ, 
it wiy be neceffary to lay down fome rules which ihe 
angler muft attena to. 

If the air is cold and raw, the wihd high,*thQ water 
rough, or if thfc weather is wet, if is totally ufelefs to 
angle in the Ti4fl«i<?j. - - • * 

But when the (ky is ferene, the air tempejl^te^ arid 
the water fmooth, fuccefs will attend you. 

The proper hours for angling, are from the time* 
;that the tide is half ebbed, to within two Hours of 
high water, provided the land floods do not come 
4]own. 

Always pitch your boat urider the wind : that is, 
if the .wind htva the fouth,.then keep on ^t. Surry 
ihofe; if north, on the jL(77Z(/<7n fide. 

The beil places for pitching a boat to angle in the 
Thames^ are about one hundred and fifty yards from 
York Stairs ; the Savoy ^ Somer/et-HouJe^ Dorfet Stairs, 
Black' Friar's Stairs ; the liung-Wharf x^diV Water* 
Lane, Trig Stairs, and Effex Stairs. On Surry Cde, 

falcon 
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Falcon Stair J I, Barge Ho u/es ; Cupers, vulgo Cupid's 
Stairs ; the JVindmtU and Lambetn. , 

There are very good roach and dace to be caught 
at Wejtminjler- Bridge y it the weather is favourable 
in the Autumn; the fifth arch on the North-frde is 
bed to pitch the boat. , 

When you. go to angle at Oielfea^ on a calm fair 
day, the wind being in a right comer, pitch your boat 
almbft oppofite to the church, and angle in fix or 
feven feet water, where, as well as at Batterjea Bridge 
you will meet with plenty of roacii and dace, 

Mortlake Deeps is the next plaCe where reach prin- 
cipally refort, when the weeds are rotten; and here 
are good carp very often taken.^ 

From the fides of the Ait's oppofite to Brentford^ 
IJleworth, and Twickenham^ there is verygood angling 
for roach i dace, gudgeons and perch ; very often you 
will meet with trout and car^, 

Teddington Banks zxq remarkaHe for gx>oi gitd" 
geons, roacht &c. 

Kingston-wick and Kingston, are famous for barbd^ 
roach and dace. 

At Hampton and Suniury there is good angling for 
barbel, roach, dace^ chub, gudgeons and Jkeggers : and 
from the Ait*s, for trout, and \drge perch. 

Wakon Deeps and Shepperton Pool abound with 
large barbel and dace. , ^ ^ / " 

At and about Wind/or is a vaft vstriety of all forts 
of fifli : but if ^a man be found angling m another^s 
water, (without leave) he is fined very higTi by the 
court of that town, if he only catches a finale gud- 
geon, &c. ' . 

Of the rivers that empty ^hemfelves into the Thames^ 
and of others which are not far from it, I fliall begin 
with thofe on the nortb-Cde. 

1. Ilford-river, the upper part of which abounds 
with roach, dace, and fome perch, but between Ilford 
and the Thames, c{^Qi2i\\y about three miles from the 
town, there is pike. 

M 2. Woodford' 
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n.Woodford'rivtr^ ftoredwith perch, chub, roacA* 
and dace. 

3. Stratford^-rtver, affords the angler good diver* 
fion ior roach, dace, chub, perch, &c. 

4. Bow-river having the fame fifli in it as the 
Stratford-river, 

5. Haciney-river, having plenty of large barbel^ 
chub, roach, dace, gudgeon, eels and lampreys* In 
this river the barbels, eels and gudgeon are very fine. 
The river Lea runs here, and the higher you go up it 
the greater fport you will have: .The Rye-houfe, near 
Hoddefdon (famous for the plot) is an excellent part 
to go to for diverfion. 

6. Waltham-river, befides large barbel, chub, roach ^ 
dace, gudgeon, and eels, has good flore of fintpiie^ • 
and fome carp^ 

7. The New river, pretty well ftored with chtiA^ 
roach, dace, gudgeon, and eels. 

8. Brentford-river, a good one formerly, but now 
much abuled by poachers ; but the angler may meet 
with fome chub, roach, dace, and perch. 

g. HounJloW' river, well ftored with roach, dace^ 
- perch, pike, ^nd gudgeon. 

The powder mill tail, near HounJlow, is a very 
good place for angling. 

10. Colne-river, abounding with chub, roach^ dace^ 
perch, and pike^ 

\\. Uxoridge-river, excellent for its large and 
f^t trouts; but as the water is rented, not only leave 
muft be obtained to angle in -it ; but you muft pay 
to much per pound for what you kill, Denham, near 
Uxbrid^e, is a very famous place. 

Having now done with the north fide« I proceed 
IP the fouth of the Thames. 

1. beptford-river, now very much decayed, and 
has but a few fifh in it, as roach, dace, d^nijioundersi 
though by chance you may meet with a trout. 

e. Lemfham-river, in which are fome good iroutf^ 
large roach^ chub^ gudgeon, perch^ and dacf. 

3. JVandfworth* 
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3. Wandfzuorth-river, well ftored with gudgeons^ ' 
dact.Jlounders, perch, pike^ and fome carp and trouts ; 
very large filver eels are often taken thei^. 

4. Mitcham-river, its principal fi(h are trouts. 

5. Merton-rivcr ^ for trouts alfo. 

6. Carjhalt on- river ^ abounding with ^r(?w/j and 
other white fifties. 

7. Moulfey 'river, yielding perch, jack, roach, dace^ 
chuh, gudgeons, eels.Jlounders, barbeTs, and trouts, 

8. EJlier -river ,g<:io A iov jacks, perch, chub, roack^ 
dace, gudgeons, eels.Jlounders, barbels, .and trouts. 

6. Cdbham -river, ilored.with plenty of good trouts^ 
fat and large, as alfo dace, perch, chubs^ jacks, and 
^ud peons. 
' 10. /Fi'j'^r/Vj^-nt/fr, affording good diverfion for 

carp,rfome of which weigh eight or nine pounds; 
alfo jack, roach, dace, jloundtrs, popes, large bUak^ 
barbel ^r\A gudgeons. 

1 1 . Byfieet-river, wherein are very hrgt pikes, jacks^ ' 
and tench ; perch, of eighteen inches long ; good carp, 
^2Lrge Jlounders, bream, roach, dace, gudgeons popes, 
large chub, and eels, 

1 fliall conclude this account of the Thames, and 
the principal rivers that fall into and compofe it, with 
the following beautiful lines of Mr. Pope: 

Firft the fam'd authors of his ancient name. 
The winding Ifis, and the fruitful Thame; 
The Kennet fwift, for filver eels renown*d ; 
Th% Lodden flow, with verdant alders crown'd. 
Cole, wliofe d.^rk ftreams his flow'ry iflands lave; 
And chalky Wey, that rolls a milky wave : 
The blue tranfparerit Vandalis appears; 
The gulfy Lee his fedgy treffes rears ; 
And fuMen Mole, that hides his diving flood; 
And nient Darent, ilain'd with Daniih blood« 
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CHAP. VIL 
Of the Game Laws relating to Angling, 



, t^. The pehalty of Fipiing' in Ponds and other 

private Fijheries. 

1. A NY man may ereft a fifh pond without 
-ZjL licence, becaufe it is, a matter oi profit, for 

the increafe of vifluals. 2. Inft. 199, 

2. If any trefpafs in ponds be therefore attainted 
' at the fuit of the party, great and large amends (hall 

be awarded according to the trefpafs; and they /hall 
have three years imprifonment, and after fhall make 
fine at the king's pleafure, (if they have whereof) ' 
and then fliall find good furety that after they fhall 
not commit the like trefpafs: and if, they have not 
whereof to make fine, after three years imprifoik- 
ment, they fhall find like fii^rety ; and if they can- 
not find like furety they (hall abjure the realm. And 
if none fue v*^i(hin the year and day, the king fliall 
have fuit. 3.* Ed. I. c. 20. Note, thofe are trefpaffers 
in ponds, who endeavour to take fifli therein. 
2»Inil. 200. 

3. If any perfon fhall unlawfully break, cut, or 
deflroy any head or dam of a fifh pond, or fhall 
wrongfully fifh therein, with intent to take and kill 
filh, he Ihall, on c'onyiflion af the fuit of the king, 

' or of the party, at the aflizes or feflions, be imprifoned 
three months, and pay treble damages ; and after the 
three months expired, fliall find fureties for his good 

abearing 
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abearing for feven years, or remain in prifon till he 
doth. ^. £1. c. 21. f. 2. 6. 

V 

4. Whereas divers idle, diforderly, arid mean per- 
fons, betake th^mfelves to the flealing, taking, and 
killing of fifh, out of. ponds, pools, motes, ftews, 
and other feveral waters and rivers, to the great 
damage of the owners thereof; it is enafted, that if 
any perfon fhall ufe any net, angle> hair, noofe,^troll, 
or fpear; or (hall lay any wears, pots, fifh hooks, or 
other engines; or fhall take any fifh bv any means or 
device whatfoever, or be aiding thereunto, in any 
river, ftew, pond, mote, or other water, without the 
confint of the lord or owner of the water; and be 
thereof convifted bv confeflion, or oath of one wit- 
nisfs, before one juftice, in one month after the 
offence,, every -fuch offender in flealing, raking, or 
killing fifh, fhall for every fuch ofFonce give to the 
party injured fuch recompence and m fuch time as 
the juflice fhall appoint, not exceeding treble damages ; 
and moreover fhall pay down to the overfeers for the 
ufe of the poor, fuch fum, not exceeding 10s, as the 
juftice fhall think meet ; in default of payment, to 
be levied by diflrefs; for want of diftrefs to be com- 
mitted to the houfe of correftion, not exceeding one 
month, unlcfs he enter into bond with one furetjr 
to the party injured, not exceeding £, 10, never to 
offend in like manner, 22 and 23, Gr 2. c. 25. f. 7, 
And the juflice may take, cut, and deflroy ail fuch 
angles', fpears, hairs, noofes, trolk, wears, pots, fifh 
hooks, nets, or other engines, wherewith fuch offend- 
er fhall he apprehended. S. 8; 

Perfons aggrieved may appeal to the next fef- 
Cons, whofe determination fhall be final, if no title 
to any land, royalty, or fifhery be therein concern- 
ed. S. 19. 

5. Whereas divers idle, diforderly, and hiean per- 
fons« have and keep nets, angles, leaps, piches, and 

M 8 other 
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Other .engines, for the taking and killing of iilh 6bt 
of ponds, waters, rivers, and other fifheries, to the 
damage of the owners thereof, therefore no perfon 
hereafter fhall ,have or keep any net, angle, leap, 
piche, or other engine for the taking of fifti, other 
than the makers and fetters thereof, ^nd other thaa 
the owner and occupier of a river or fifhery; and 
except fiOicrmen and their apprtntices lawfully autho- 
rized in navigable rivers. And the owner or occu- 
pier of the river or fifh ; and every other perfon by 
him appointed, may feize, detain, and keep to his 
•own ufe, every net, angle, leap, piche, and other 
engine, which he Ihall find ufed or laid, or in the 
•pofleflion of any perfon fifhing in any river or 
fifliery, without the confent of the owner or occupier 
therc<)f. And alfo, any perfon, authorized by^ a jiifC- 
tice's warrant, may in the day time fearch the houfes, 
outlioufes, and other places, of any perfon hereby 
prohibited to have or keep the fame, who^ fliall be 
fufpeSed to have or keep in his cuflody or poffeffioa 
any net, angle, leap, piche, or other engine aforefaid, 
•and feize and keep the fame to his own ufe, or cut 
and deAroy the fame, as things by this ad: prohibited 
'to be kept by pecfons of their degree. 4 and 5 W. 
c. 23. f. 5, 6» 

6. If any perfon fhall' enter into any pafk or pad* 
dock, fenced in and inclofed, or into any garden^ 
orchard, er yard, adjoining or belonging to any 
dwejiing houfe in or through whicli park or paddock, 
garden, orchard, or yard, any ftream ol; water or 
river (hall run or be, or wherein (hall be any rives, 
ftream, po&l, pond; moat, (lew, or other water, and 
by any ways, means, or device whatfoever, (hall (leal>, 
take, kill, or de(lroy« any fifh bred, kept, or preferved 
therein, without the confent of the owner thereof; or 
fhall be aiding or affifling therein ; or fhall receive or 
buy any fuch fifh, knowing the, fame to be fo flalen 
or taken as aforefaid;. and (hall be coavi£led thereof 

at 



THE ART OF ANGrLIKO^ %aj 

at' the affizes, within fix calendar months after the of- 
fence committed ; he ftall be tranfported for feven 
years. And any oflFender, furrendering himfelf to 
a juftice, or being apprehended, or in cuftody for 
fuch offence, or on any ather account, who fliall 
make confeffion. thereof, and a true difcovery, on 
oath, of his accomplice or accomplices^, fo. as fuch ac- 
complice may be apprehended, and ihall on trial giv'e 
evidence fo as to convift fuch accomplice, fhatl be 
<li£charged of the oSence fo by him. coilfeffed. 
^ G. 3. c. 14. f. 1, 2. 

And if any perfon, fhalltake, kill, or deflroy, or 
attempt to take, kill^ or deftroy, any fifli in any river 
or ftream, pond, pool, or other water (not being iri 
any park or paddock, or in any garden, orchard, or. 
yard", adjoining or belonging to any dwelling horufe, 
but in any other inclofed ground, being private pro- 
perty) heihall, on conviftion before onejuftice, on 
the oatb of one witnefs> forfeit 5I. to the owner' or 
owners of the fifliery, of fuch river or flream of wa- 
ter, or af fuch pond, pool, moat,, or other water : 
and fuch juftice, on compjaint, upon oath, may iffue 
his warrant to bring the perfon complained of before 
him ; and if he (haU be coavi61ed before fuch juftice, 
or any other juftice of the county or place, he fhall- 
immediately after conviftion- pay the faid penalty 
of 5I, to fuch juftice, for the ufe of fuch perfon as 
the fame is hereby appointed to be paid unto ;. and 
in default thereof, fliall be committed by fuchjuftice 
to the houfe of correftion, for any time not exceed- 
ing fix. months, unlefs the forfeiture fliall be fooner 
^paid : or fucji owner of the fifliery may bring an 
a6lion for the penalty (witliin fix calendar months 
after the offence) in any of the courts of record at 
Weftminfter., S. 3, 4> 

Provided, that nothing in this a6l fliall extend jto 
iubj.eft any perfons to the penalties thereof, who 
fliall fifli, take, or kill, and carry away, any fifli in 

, any 
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any xiver or ftream of water, pond, pool, or other 
Water, wherein fuch perfon (hall have a juft right 
or claim to take, kill, or c^vfy away fuch fi(h. S. 5. 

7.. By the black aft, if any perfbn, being armed 
and difguifed, (hall unlawfully ileal or take away 
any fi(h out of any river or pond ; or (whether armed 
or difguifed or not) (hair unlawfully and malicioufljr. 
break down the head or mound of any fifh-pond, 
whereby the fifli (hall be loft or deftroyed, or fliall 
refcue any perfon in cuftody. for fuch offence, or 
procure any other to join with him therein, he fliall 
be guilty of felony, without benefit of clergy. 

fldly. RuUs concerning the AJJize^ and preferV" 
ing the Breed ojF'tJh* 

I. If any perfon ftall lay or draw any net, engine, 
s ©r other device, or caufe any thing to be done in the 
Severn y Dee^ Wye^ Teame, Were, Tees, Rihbfe, 
Merfey, Dun, Air, Ouze, Swaile, Calder, Wharfs 
Eure, Darwent, or Trent, whereby the fpawn of fry 
of falmon, or any kepper or fliedder falmod, or any 
falmon not 18 inches from the eye to the extent of 
the middle of the tail, fhall be taken and killed; or 
fliall fet any bank, dam, hedge,^ ftank, or net crofs 
the fame, whereby the falmon may be taken, or hin- 
dered from paffing up to fpawn, or fhall between July 
31, and November 12, (except in the Ribble, where 
they may be taken between Jan. 1, and Sept 15,) 
take any falmon of any kind in "any of the faid 
rivers, or fhall, after Nov. 12, yearly, fifh there for 
falinon, with any net left than 2\ inches in' the mefh ; 
he fhall, on conviftion, in one month, before one juf- 
tice, on view, confefQon, or oath of one witnefs, 
forfeit 5I. and the fifh, nets, and engines; half the 
faid fum to the informer, and half to the poor, by 
difirefs ; for want of diftrefs, to be committed to the 

boufe 
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lioufe of correflion or gaol, not more than three 
months, nor lefs than one, to be kept to hard labour, 
and to fufFer fuch other corporal punifhment as the 
juflice (hall think fit: the nets pnd engines to' be cut 
or deflroyed, in prefence of the juflice: the banks, 
dams, hedges, and flanks, to be demohflied at the 
charge of the offender, to be levied in like manner: 
.-^ G. ft. 2. c, lis. f. 14. 

Note. It is not faid who (hall have the fifli ; fo 
y that it feemeth they are forfeited to the king. 

And no falmon out of the faid rivers fhall be fent 
to London, under fix pounds weight ; on pain that 
liie fender, buyer, or feljer, on the like conviftion, 
fhall forfeit 5I. and the fifli; half to the informer 
and half to the poor, by diftrets; for want of fuffi- 
cient diftrefs, to be committed to the houfe of cor- 
f eft ion or gaol, to be kept to hard labour for three 
months, \\ not paid in the mean time. id. S. 15. 

And perfons aggrieved may appeal to the next 
Seffions, id. S. 17. 

s. No falmon (hall be taken in the Humber^ Ouze, 
Trent, Done, Aire, Darwent^ Wharje, Nid, Yore^ 
Swale, Tees, Tine, Eden, or any other water wherein 
falmon are taken, between Sept. 8 and Nov. ii. 
Nor (hall any young falmon be t^ken at mill pools 
(nor in other places, 13 R, 2. ft. I. c. 19.J from 
Mid- April to Midfummer, on pain of havjng toe nets 
and engines burnt for the firft offence; for the fecond, 
imprifohment for a quarter of a year; for the third, 
a whole year; and, as the trefpafs incfeafeth, fo fhall 
the punilhment. And overfeers fhall be affigned to 
enquire thereof. 13 Ed. i. ft. i. c. 47. That is, 
under the great feal, and by authority of parliament. 
2 Inft. 477. ' 

And 130 perfon fhall put in the waters of Thamift^ 
Humber, Ouze, Trent^ nor any other waters, in any 
time of the year, any nets called ftaJkers,^ nor oth§r 

nets. 
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nets or engines whatfoever, by which the fry or 
breed of falmons, lampreys, or any other fifh, may in- 
anywife be taken and deftroyed : on the like pain. 
13 R. 2. ft. K c. 19, 

And the waters of Lon, Tfjre, Mtrjet^ RybbyU 
and all other waters in Lancajfiire^ fliall be put in 
defence as to taking of falmon, from Michaelmas to 
Candlemas^ and in no other time of the year. And 
confervators (hall be appointed in like manner,. 13. 
R. 2. ft. 1. c. 19. 

And the julhces of the peace (and the mayor of 
London, on the Thames and Medway,) fhall furvey 
the offences in both the afts above-mentioned; and 
Ihall furvey and fearch 2fll the wears in fuch rivers ; 
that they fliall not be very flrait for the deflru6lion 
of fuch fry and brood, but of reafonable widenefs 
after the old affize ufed or accuftomed ; and they ^ 
fball appoint, under-confervators, who fliall be fworn 
to make like furvey, fearch, and punifliment. And 
they fliall enquire in feflions, a« well by their officCi, 
as^t the iniormation of the under-confervatprs, of 
all defaults aforefaid, ^and flialLcaufe them, which 
fhall be thereof indifted, to come before them ; and 
if they be thereof convifted^they fliall have imprifon- 
ixient, and make fine at the difcretion of the juflices : 
and if the fame be at the information of an under* 
confervator, he fliall have halt the fine. 17 R4 
2. c. 9« 

3. By the v EHz. c, ty. No perfon, of what 
eftate, degree, and condition foeveF he be, fliall take 
and kill any young brood, fpawn, or fry of fi(h; nor 
fliall take and kill any falmon or trouts, not being in. 
fcafon, being kepper and ftiedder j nor any pike or 
pikerel, not being in length 10 inches fife or mOre; 
nor any falmon, not being inJength 16 inches fifli; 
nor any trout, not b^.ing in length 8 inches fifli ; nor 
"any barbel/ not being in length 12 inches: and no 
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^erfon, fliall fifh, or take fifli.by pny device, but only 
with a. net or trammel, whereof the raefli fhall be two 
inches and ^a half broad, (angling excepted, and 
except fraelts, loches, minnows, bulUheads, gud- 
geo^is, and eels;) x>n pain of forfeiting. 205. for every 
offence, and alfo the fifli, nets, and engines. 

Note, In fome editions of the ilatutes it is jf, 20 
in others, 20S» in the records it is not diftinguifhable , 
whether it is pounds or (hillings. The latter feems 
more adequate to the offence.. 

And the conferva tors of rivers may inquire hereof 
by a jury; and in fuch cafe they (hall have the 
fines. 

The leet alfo may inquire hereof; and then the 
forfeiture fhall go to the lord of the leet. And if the 
ffeward do not charge the jury therewith, he (hall 
forfeit 40s. half to the king, and half to hira thai 
fhall. fue. And if the jury conceal the offenee* he 
may impannel another jury to inquire of fuch con** 
ce^lment; and if it is found, the former jury (hall 
forfeit every one 20s. to the lord of the leet. 

And if the offence is not prefented in the leet 
within a jear, then it may bd heard or determined 
at the feflions or adizes, (faving the right confer- 
vators.) 

And by the 33 G. 2. 3. 27. No perfon (hall . 
take, or knowingly have in his poffeffion, either ia 
the water or on fhore, or fell or expofe to fale, any 
fpawn, fry, or brood of fi(h, or any un(izeable (ifh, 
or fi(h out of feafon, or any fmelt not five inches long: 
and any perfon may feize the fame; together with 
bafk^ts and package, and charge a conftable or other 
peace officer with the offender and with the goods, 
who (hall carry them before ajuftice; and on con- 
viSion before fuch juftiqe, the fame (hall be forfeited 
and delivered to the profecutor; and the offeoder 
fhall be(]4es forfeit aos. to be levied by diftrefs, by 
warrant of fuch juflice» and diftributed half to the 
profecutor and half to the poor of the pajri(b where 

the 



132 /A CONCISE TREATISE ON 

the offence was committed, (and any inhabitant of 
fuch parifh, neverthelefs, may be a witnefs); for, 
want of fufficient diftrefs, to be committed to the 
houfe of correftion, to be kept to hard labour for 
any time not exceeding three month's, unlefs the for- 
feiture be fooner paid. Provided, that the jufiice 
may mitigate the faid penalty, fo as not to remit 
above one half. Perfons Aggrieved may appeal to 
the -next feflions. And the form of the conviftion 
may be this : 

Be it remembered, that on this day of 
in the ' year of the reign of <J. B. 

is convifted before me one of his 

majefty's juftices of the peace, for the of 

for and I -do adjudges him 

to pay and forfeit the fum of Given under 

my hand and feal the day and year abovefaid. S. 13, 

4. No perfon fliall fallen any nets over ri¥ei%, to 
fiand continually day and night, on pain <of an hun- 
dred (hilUngs to the king. 2 H. 6. c. i^. 
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CHAP. VIII. 



ProgfiofHcs of the Weather \ independent of the 
Barometer^ extrailed Jrom the beji Autho- 
rities* 

AS it is highly neceflary that an angler (hould be 
able to form a judgment of the change of wea- 
ther, on which his fport entirely depends ; if he ob- 
ferves the following flgns, it will foon become fami- 
liar to him. 
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Signs from Vapours. 

If a white oiift in an evening or night is fpread 
over a meadow, wherein there is a river, it will be 
.drawn up by the next morning's^ fun, and the day 
wi^l be bright afterwards. 

■ Where there are high hiHs, and the mifl which 
hangs dver the lower lands draws towards the hifls 
in a morning, and roIU up their fides till it covers 
the top, there will be no rain. 

In fome places, if the mill hangs upon the hills, 
and dfags along the woods, inftead of overfpreading 
the levelvgrounds, in a morning, it Vvill turn to rain; 
therefore, to judge righdy of the appearances of a 
fog, it is in fome degree neceffary to b^ acquainted 
with the nature of the country, 

w Signs from the Clouds. 

It 4s a very confiderable fymptom of fair weather, 
when the clouds decay, and diftblve themfelve« into 
air.; but it is otherwife when they are coUefted out 
of it. . 

In nuhtm cogttur as^r. Virctl. 

Againft heavy, rain, ^\^vy cloud rifes bigger than 
the former, and all the clouds ^re in a growing 
ilate. 

This is moft remarkable on the approach of a 
thunder ftorm, after the vapours have been copioufly 
elevated, fufpended in the fky by the heat, and are ' 
highly charged with eleftrical fire; fmall fragments 
ot flying clouds increafe and affemble together, till in 
a fliott fpace of time they cover the fky. 

When the clouds are formed like fleeces,' deep and 

dcnfe toward the middle, and very white at the edges, 

vfith the flty very^ bright and blue, about them, they 

• : " N '' arc 
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are of a froAy coldnefs, and will foon fall either in 
hail, fnow, or in hafty (howers of rain. 

If clouds are feen to breed high in the air, in thin 
•white trains, like locks of wool, or the tails of horfes, 
they (hew that the vapour, as it is collefted, is irre- 
gularly fpread and fcattered by contrary winds above; 
the. confequence of which will foon be a wind below, 
and probably a rain with it. 

If the clouds, as they come forward, feem to di- 
. verge from a point in the horizon, a wind may be 
expe6led from that quarter, or the oppofite. 

When a general cloudinefs covers the fky above^ 
and there are fmall black fragments of clouds, like 
fmoke, flying underneath, which feme call meffen- 
gers, and others Noah's Ark, becaufe they fail over 
the other clouds like the ark upon the waters, rain is 
not far offj and it'will probably be lading. 

There is no furer fign of rain ,than two different 
•currents of clouds, efpecially if the undermoft flies 
iaft before the wind ; and if two fuch current^ ap- 
pear in the hot weather of the fummer, they (hew 
that a thunder florm is gathering: but the prepara- 
tion which precedes a florm of thunder is To general-i 
]y, underilood, that it, is needlefs to infiit upon it 
• minutely. 

Signs from the Dew. 

If the dew lies plentifully upon the graft, after a 
f^r day, another fair day may be expe3ed to fucceed 
it ; but if alter fuch a day there is no dew upon the 
ground, and no wind flirring, it is a Tign, that the 
vapours go upwards, and that there will be an accu« 
filiation above» which muft terniinate in rain. 

Signs from the face of the Sky* 

If thofe vapours, which the heat of the day raifes 
from the earth, are precipitated by the cold air of the 

night. 
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flight, then the fky is clear in the mornirtg ; but if 
this does not happen, and they remain flill iii thb 
air, the light of the morning will be coldured, as it 
was in the evening, and rain will be the confe- 
quence. 

- There is comnionly either ^ flrong dfew, or a tnift 
over the ground,, between a red evening and a grey 
morning ; but if a red morning fucceed^, there fes Wo- 
dew. 

It is a bad fyxhptom when^ Ibwring ^ednefs is 
fpread too far upwards from the horizon, either in 
the morning or in the evening, it is fucceeded either 
by rain or wind, and frequently both. 

When fuch a fiery rednefs, together with a ragv 
gednefs of the clouds, extends towards the zenith in 
an evening, the wind will be high froni the weft or 
fouth-tvtft, attended wiA rain, fometiriies with a 
flood : before the late dreadful hurricane of 1^86, 
at Barbadoes, and the other Weft Indii Iliands, a 
rednefs, like fire, was obfeA'ed all over the fky. 
When the fky, in a rainy feaion, is tinged with a fei- 
green colour, near the horizon, when it ought to be 
blue, the rain will continue and increafe; if it is of 
a deep dqad blue, it is abundantly loaded with va« 
pours, and the weather will be fhowery. 
\ 

Signs from the Sun, Moon, and Stars* 

Wlien there is a hazinefs aloft in the air, fo that 
the fun*s light fades by degrees, and his orb looks 
wh^tifh and ill-defined, it is one of' the moft certain 
figns of rain. 

If the moon and ftars grow dim in the night, with 
the like hazinefs in the air, and a ring or halo 
appears round the moon, rain will be the confer 
quence. 

If the rays of the fiin, breaking through the clouds, . 
are vifible in the air, and appear like tbofe horns of 

^ N 2 irradiation, > 
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irFadiation, which painters ufually place upon the 
head of Mofes, the air is fenfibly filled with vapour?, 
which refle£l the rays to the fighc^ and thefe vapours 
.will foon produce rain. 

If the fun appeaA white at his fetting, or {horn of 
his ray^, or goes down into a b^nk of clouds, which 
lie in the horizon^ all thefe are fjgns of approaching 
or continuing bad weather. 

If tlje moon looks pale and dim, we are to expefl:. 
rain; if red, it is a fign of wind ; and if white, and 
of her ndJtural colour, and the (ky clear, it will be 
fsfrir weather, according to a poetical adage, 

Pallida Luna ptuit^ rubicundajlat, albaJerenaL 

If the moon is rainy throughout her courfe, it will 
clear up at the enfuing change, and the rain will pro- 
bably commence again in a few days after, and con- 
tinue; if, on the contrary, the moon has been fair 
throughout, and it rains at the change, the fair wea- 
ther will probably be reftored about the fourtl^or 
fifth day of the moon, and continue as before, 

Sin artu quarto (namque is certiflimus au£lor) 
Pura, neque obtufis per coelum cornibu^ ibit, 
Totus et ille dies, et qui nafcentur ab illo 
Exaftum ad menfem, pluvia veniifque carebunt. 

Virg. Qeorg. 1. 432. 

But four nights old, (for that's ihe fureft fign,) 
With fharpen'd horns, if glorious then (he fhine : 
Next day, not only that, but all the moon, 
*Till her revolving race be wholly run, 
^ Are void of tempefts. D R y D E N . 

« 

N» B. A gentleman, who cuts hay for his own 

confumption, wiH feldom fail to find his account in 

marking this obfervation; but a farmer who has 

much bufinefs tQ do cannot contrad bis work into fo 

fnidll 
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fmall a compafs as to fave falmrelf by the benefit of 
this obfervation, becaufe fome of his work muft be- 
done to make way for the reft* 

Signs from the Windss 

When the wind veers .about, uncertainly, to fevev- 
ral points of the compafs, rain is pretty fure to • 
follow. 

Some have remarked, that if the wind, as it veers - 
about, follows the courfe of the fun, from the eaft 
towards the weft, it brings fair weather; if the con- 
trary, foul ; but there is no prognofi.ic of rain more • 
infallible, than a whittling or howling noife of tb&: 
wind* 

From NoSurnal Meteor Si^ 

When an Aurora borealis appears, after fbme warm « 
days, it is generally fucceeded by a coldnefs of the 
air: as if the matter of heat was carried upwards^ 
from the earth to the (ky. 

Signs of the Change oJWeatherfrom the Animal 

Crea^ion^ 

So long as the fwallows fly aloft after their prey, , 
we think oujfelves fure of a ferene flcy ; but wheti ' 
Aey iktm along near the ground, or the furface of 
the water, we judge the rain is not far off, and the * 
obfervation will ieldbm fail: in the year 1775, • 
draught of three months continuance brolft up at tb^ 
{iiffimer-folfiice : the day before the rain cam^e upon < 
us, the fwallows flaw very near the ground, which « 
they had never don^in the fine.weather. 

In the tnountainous country of Derbyihirc, which * 
goes by the name oithe Piaki the inhabita-nts obferve, . 
that if the fheep wind up the hill» in the morning to ■■ 
their pafiure, and feed near the tops, the weather^ . 
though cloudy and drizzling, which is very frequently 

Na^ ., theo 
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'the cafe in thofe parts, will clear away by degrees, 
and terminate in a fine day ; but if they feed in the 
bottoms, the rains will continue and increafe. 

Dogs grow fleepy anci ftupid before rain, and fhew 
that their flomachs are out of order by, refufing their 
food ^nd eating grafs,.that fort which is hence called 
dogs gTofs : this they caft up again foon afterwards, 
and with i-t the foulnefs that offended their ftomachs. 
Water fowl dive ^nd wafh themCelves more, than or- 
dinary; and even the 6fh in rivers are affefled, 
becaufe all anglers agree,, that they, never bite freely 
when rain is depending. Vide part ift, Rule 16th. 
Flies, on the contrary, are particularly troublefome, 
and feem to be more hungry than ufual ; and toads 
are feen in the evening, crawling acrofs the road or 
beaten path, where they, feldom appear but when.they 
are reft lefs. with an approaching change^ 

Before any qonfiderable quantity of rain is to fall, 
maft" living creatures are ^ffefted in fuch fort, as to 
render them f(5me way fenfiblfe o£ its approach, an4' 
of the accefs of fomething new to the furface of thfe 
earth, a^id of the atmofpbere. Moles wprk harder 
than ordinary, th^y throw up more earth, and fom«- 
times come forth: the worms do fo too; ants are 
obferved to ftir about, and buflle more -than ufually 
for fome :time ; an^ then retire to* their burrows be* 
fore the. rain fall&.» All, forts of infers and flies ^are 
more ftirrtng and bufy than ordinary. Bees are ever 
on this occafion in fuUeft employ ; but betake tbem-^ 
felves all to their hives, if. not too far for them ta 
r^ach, before the ftorm arifes,. The common flefti-t 
flies areimore bold aod greedy: fnails, frogs, and 
toads, appear difturbed and uneafy. Fifhes are fullea 
^ and made qualmifli by .the water,. now more turbid 
than before. Birds of all fqrts ace inaction: crowa 
iuremore earneft. after their prey, as^are alfo fwallow* 
and other fmall birds, and therefore they fall lowen 
and fly nearer, to. thp. earth in. fearch ofinfefls and 

other 
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Other fufli things as they feed upon. Whon the 
mountains of the north begin, to be capped with fogs, 
the moor-cocks and other birds quit them, fly off in 
flocks, and betake themfelves to the lower lands for 
the time. Swine difcover great uneafinefe; as do 
likewife fheep, cows, and oxen, appearing more fo- 
licitous and eager in pafture than ufuaL Even man- 
kind themfelves are not exempt from fome.fenfe.of a;, 
change in their hddies,, 

Prognojfics continued^ ' 

t^, A darky thick Jky^ lafiing. for fome time^ without- 
either fun or rairiy alxvays hecome jirft fair then foul, 
i. e. Changes to a fair clear (ky, before it turns to rain. 
This the Rev. Mr. Clarke, who kept a regifTer of the 
weather for 30 years, fihce put into Mr. Derham's 
hands by his grandfon the karned Dr. Samuel Clarke ;. 
this, he fays, he fcaj^e ever knew to fail : . at leaft, 
when the wind was in any of the eafterly points : but 
Mr. Derham has obferved the rule to hold good, be - 
the wind where it will. And the caufe is obvious :^ 
The atipofphere is replete with vapours, which, 
though fufEcient to refleft and intercept the fun's 
rays from us, yet want denfity to defcend ; and whife 
the vapours continue in the fame ft'ate, tlie weather^ 
will do fo too. 

Accordingly, fuch weather \s generally attended hy 
moderate warmth, and with little or no wind to dif- 
turb the vapours, and an heavy atmofphere to fuflaia 
them ; the barometer, being commonly high. But 
when the cold approaches, and by condenffng, drives 
the vapours into clouds or drops, then, way is made 
for the fun-beams; till the feme vapours being by 
further condenfaiion. formed into rain, faJl dawn into \ 
drops^ 

, 2°. ji change in the warmth of the weather^ is ge^ 
ncrully fdlowed by * a 'change in, the wind. Thus, the 

ncrtheriy* 
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northerly and foutherly winds, commonly eAeemed 
the caufes of cold and warm weather^ are really the 
cffefts of the cold or warmth jof the atmofphere :oi 
which Mr. Derham aflures us he has had fo many- 
confirmations, that he makes no doubt of it. Thus it 
is common to fee a warm foutherly wind fuddenly. 
changed to the north, by a fall of fnow or hail; or 
to fee the wind, in a cold frofty morning, north,. 
. when the fun has well warmed the earth and air^ 
wheel towards the fouth; and again turn northerly 
ar'eafterlyin a cold evening. 

3°. Mofl vegetables expand their ^dwers and down 
in Jun-Jkiny weather, and towards the evening; and 
agaivjt rain, clofe them again ; eTpecially at the be* 
-ginning of their flowering, when their feeds are 
tender and fenfible. This is vifible enough in the 
down of dandelion, and other downs: and eminently, 
in the flowers of pimpernel ; the opening and fliut- 
ting of which, Gerard obferves, are the countryman's • 
weather-wijer, whereby he tells the weather of the 
following day. . The rule is, if the flowers are clofe 
fliut up, it bietokens rain and foul weather: if they, 
are fpread abroad, fair weather. Gfer. Herb. Lib. 2. 

' Eft et aUa (arbor in Tylis) Jtmilis, foUvfior ianun, . 
refeique Jloris ; quern noBu comprimens aperire incipit 
Jolis exortUy meridie expandit. Incola dormire eum ■- 
dicunt. PHb. Nat. His. Lib. 12* cap. 2. 

The ftalk of trefoil, my Lord Bacon obferves, . 
Iwells againA rain, and grows more upright : and . 
the like may be obferved, though not fo fenfibly, ia 
the Qalks of moft other plants. He adds, that in the 
ftubble-fields there is foupd a fmall red fl6wer» called 
by the country people, wincopipe; which opening ia ^ 
a morning, is a fure indication of a fine day. 
. That vegetables ftould be afie3ed by th^ fiime 
caufes that afleft the weather , is very conc^able ; if ; 
we confider them as fo many hygrometers and ther- 
moiDcter^f confifling of an infiaitc number of tracheae » 
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or air veffels ; by which they have an immediate 
communication with the air, and partake of its raoif- 
ture and heat, &c. Thefe tracheae are very viCble in 
the leaf of the fcabiofe, vine, &c. ' 

Hence it is, that alf wood, even the hardeft and 
moftfolidjfwells in moid ty<ra/A^r /.the vapours eafily 
infinuating themfelves into the pores thereof; efpeci- 
ally of that which is Hghteft and drieft. And hence 
we derive a very extraordinary ufe oF wood, viz. for 
breaking rocks and mill-flones. * The method at the 
quarries is this : Having cut a rock into a cylinder, 
they divide that into feveral* lefler cylinders, by 
making holes at the proper d|flances round the great 
one : thefe hoJes they fill with fo many pieces of 
fa flow wood, dried in an oven ; which, in raoiil zvea^ 
/A^r,becoraing impregnated with the humid corpufcles 
t){ the air, fwell ;" and, like wedges, break Or cleave 
the rotks into feveral ftones. 

The fpeedy drying of the furface of the earth is 
a fign of a northerly wind and fair weather ; and its 
becoming moift, ot foutherly wind and rain. Hence 
the farmer may be inftruftcd, never to truft a fun- 
Ihiny day, while the furface of the earth continues 
wet ; and to rely on a change<to dry weather, as foon 
as he obferves the moiflure dried up, even though the 
appearance of the clouds fhould not be favourable;^ 
for' the air fucks up all the moiiliire on the furface 
of the earth, even though the fky be overcafl, and 
that is a fure fign of fair weather; but if the earth 
continue moift, ^nd water ftands in (hallow places,^ 
no truft (hould be put in the cleareft fky, for iaUiis 
cafe it is deceitful. 



ADDENDA. 
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ADDENDA. 

More Signs from Animals. 

Againft rain,^(?aj bite mare than cornmoti, Jf/tders 
trawl abroad, tees ftir not far from their hives. On 
the contrskry, Jptders webs in the air, or on the grafs 
or trees, foretel very fair and hot weather; fo da 
bees when they fly far from their hives, and come 
Jatehome; and Hkewife a more than ufual appear- 
ance of gloW'Werms by night. If gnats play up and 
down in the opefi air, near fun-fet, they prefage heal ; 
if in the (hade, warm and mild Jhowers ; but it they 
join in flinging thofe that pafs by them, cold weather 
and mucll rain may be expefted. Larks rifing very- 
high, and continuing to fing for a long time, and kites 
flying aloft, are figns of fair and dry weather. In 
fnen^ *fi^uentry, aches, wounds, and corns, are 
Hfore troublefofhe, either towards rain^ or towards 

Virgil's beautiful deftription of this fenfe in afai* 
itaals, is thus rendered by Mr. Dry den : . 

Wet weather feldom hurts the moft unwife ; 

■So plain the figns, fuch prophets are the fliies : 

The wary crane forefees it firft, and fails 

Above the ftorm, and leaves the hollow vales : 

The cow looks up, and from afar can find 

The change of heav*n, and fnuffs it in the wind. 

Thtf wallow (kirns the river's watry face, 

Tht frogs renew the croaks of their loquacious race*.. 

The careful ant her fecretcell forfakes. 

And draws her eggs along the narrow tracks. 

Huge flocks of rifing r^(??i forfake their food>^ 

And, crying, feek the (belter of the wood. 

Befides, the feveral forts of wat'ry fowls^ . 

Xl][^t fwim the feas or haunt the. (landing. pools, 

Then 
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Then lave their backs with fprinkling dews in vain, 

And ft^m the flream to meet the promis'd rain. 

Then, after fhowers, 'tis eafy to<lefcry, ' \ 

Returning funs, and 2ijirener fky. 
. * ♦ * # * * 

Their litter is not tofs'd hy fowls unclean, 
il « # « 4 « 

And owls^ that mark the fetting fun, declare 

A flar light ev'nin^, and a morningyizzr. 
^ ^ « « « « » # 

Then thrice the ravens rend the liquid air, 
And croaking notes proclaim ihe Jit tied fair ^ 
Then round their airy palaces they fly 
To greet the fun; and feiz'd with fecr€t joy 
When llorms are overblown, with food repair. ' 
' To their forfaken nefts and callow care. 

The crow has been particularly remarked by the 
,^ncients to prefage rain, when (he caws, and walks. ' 
alone on the fea (hore, or on the banks of rivers and 
^ pools. Thus Virgil, in the firft Georgic. 

Turn cornix rauca pluviam vocat improba voce, 
£t fola in ficca fecum fpatiatur arena. 

The crow with clamorous cries the fhowjer demandSi 
And (ingle ilalks along the defert fands. . 

, Drydbn. 

Pliny makes the fame obfervation, in the 35th 
chap, of his 1 8th- book'. Et cum terreftes volucres. 
contra aquas clangores fund^nt^s fefe, fed maximc 
cornix : * It is a fign of riin, when land-fowl, and 

* efpecially crows, are clamproos near waters, and 

• wafli themfelves.' 

Horace alfo expreffes himfelf to the fame purpofe, 
ip ihfl i7thQd€of the third bgok, where he fays^ 

p— Aquae 
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Or if her face with fiery flufhingvS glow^ 
Expeft the rattling winds aloft to blow. 
But four nights old (for that's the fureft figti) 
Witfi fharpdn*d horns, if glorious then fli? fhine. 
Next day, not only that but all the moon, 
'Till her revolving race be wholly run, 
Are void of tempefls both by fea and land. 

Above the reft, the Jun, who never lies ; 

Foretels the change of weather in the fkies; 

For if he rife unwilling to his race. 

Clouds on his brow and fpots upon his face ; 

Or if thro' mifts he {hoots his fullen beams. 

Frugal of light, in loofe and ftraggling ftreams ; 

Sufpeft a drizzling day with fouthem rain, 
» » • * « # # 

Or if Aurora^ with half open'd eytJ, 
And a pale fickly cheek, falute the fkies ; 
Howlhall the vme, her tender leaves defend 
Her |:eeraing clufters when thtjlorms defpefid? 

Bat mof fe than all ihe felting Jun furvey, • . 

When down the fteep of heav'n he drives the day : 

For oft* we find him finiihing his^ race, 

With various colours erring on his iiace; 

If fiery redhh glowing globe defcends. 

High zvihds atid furious tempejis he portends ; 

But if his cheeks are fwoln with livid btue^ 

He bodes wet weather by his wat'ry hue : 

J f ditjky fpots are varied on his brow. 

And ftreaked with red, a troubled colour (hew» 

That fullen mixture (hall at once declare 

tp^indSi rain, ^nd jiarins, and elemental war* 

But if with purple rays he brings the light. 
And a pure heav'n refigns to quiet night; 
Mo rifing winds, or tMngJlarms are nigfe. 



More 
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More Prognqflics^ taken from the Clouds. 

^d Rule. Clouds large, like rockSf great Jlwwers. 

4/A Rzile* If fmall clouds increafe, much rain. 

^th'Ru/e, IF large clouds decreafe, fair weather. 

6th Rule. In fummer or harvcft, when the wind 
has been fouth two or three days, and it grows very 
hot, and you fee clouds rife with great white tops, like 
towers, as if one were on the top of another, and 
joined together with black on the nether fide, then 
will be thunder and rainfuddenly. 

jth Rule. If two fuch clouds rife, one on either 
band, it is time to make hajle tojltelter. 

Mr. Worlidge gives us the following Rules : 

••'In a fair day, if the fky feems to be dappled with 
white clouds, (which is ufually termed a mackarcl fky) 
it generally predifls mw." 

This is confirmed by a very ingenious gentleman, 
who has conftantly obferved, that " in dry weather, 
fo foon as clonds appear at a great height, flriped like 
the feathers in the bread > of a hawk, rain may be 
cxpe3ed in a day or Jo. ' * 

" In a clear evening, certain fmall black c1oud< 
appearing, are undoubted figns of rain to follow : or, 
if black or blue clouds appear near the fun, at any time 
of the day, or near the moon by night, rain ufually 
follows.** 

•• If fmall waterifh clouds appear on the tops of 
hills, rain follows." 

•• If clouds grow, or appear fuddenly, the air other- 
wife free from clouds, it denotes tempefls at hand, 
efpecially if they appear to the fouth or welt/* 

If many clouds, like fleeces of wool; are fcattered 
from the eaft.thcy foretel r^zzw within three days. 

When clouds fettle upon the tops of mountains, 
tbey indicate hard weather, 

O 2 When 
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When the tops of mountains are clear, it is a figm 
oi fair weather. 

More Prpgnqflics.taitnjrom Mi/i. 

8//J Rule. If mills rife in low grounds and foon^ 
Vaniihf fair weather, 

gik Rule. If it rifes up to the hill tops, rain in a Jay 
cr two, 

loth Rule. A general mift before the fun rifes> 
near the full mooxi^Jair weather. 

More. Prognojiics taken from Rain* 

1 ith Rule, Sudden rains never lajl long: but when- 
tijie air grows thick by degrees, and the fun, moon, 
and ftars, fhine dimmer and dimmer, it is likely to rain 
fix horns ufually, 

12th Rule^ If it begins to rain from the fouth, 
with a high wind, for two- or three hours> and the 
ivtnd falls, but the rain corrtioues, tt is likely io rmia 
twelve hours or more ; and does ufually rain till ajtrong 
merth wind clears the air : thefe long rains feldom hoik 
above twelve hours, or happen above once a year. 
*• In an inland country," fays Mr. Mills, it may nofi 
rain for more than twelve hours fucceflively; 
but I doubt this will not hold as a general rule, 
cither of its duration or frequency, in all places; for, 
■near the fea, rains happen often which laft a whote 
day. ^ 

-I '^h Rule. If it begins to rain an hour or two 
before fun rifing, it is likely to be fair before noon^^ 
^nd to continue Jo that day : but if the rain begins an 
hour or two after funrifing, it is likely to rain all that 
day^ except the rainbow bejeen before it rains. 

Mr. Worlidge's figns of rain are the following : 

* •« The andibility of found are certain prognoftics 

ofthe teipper.of the air in a fiill evening: for if th« 

- air 
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air is replete with moifture over us, it deprefles founds, 
fo that they become andible to a greater diftance 
than when the. air is free from fuch tnoifture and 
vapours. From whence you may conclude, that in 
fuch nights, or other times, when you hear the found 
of bellsi noife of water^ beafls^ birds, or any other 
founds or noifes, more plainly than at other times, 
the air is inclinable to razn, which commonly fuc* 
ceeds." 

"If the earth, or 'any moid or fenny place's, yield 
any extraordinary fcents, or fraells, it prefages rain,'* 

" If dews lie long in the morning on the grafs, 
&c. it fignifiesyizr weather : but if they -rife or vani fii 
fuddenly and early in the morning it prefages rain" 

*', There is a fmall bird, of the fize and nearly the 
fhape of a marten, that at certain times flies very 
near the water, which is a moft fure prognoftic of 
tempefluous weather; npver appearing but agdinft 
fuch weather, as hath been conflantly obferved by 
the boatmen on the Severn, and the channel, between 
the Ifle of Wight and the main-land." 

'* Ducks and geefe picking their wings, waihing 
themfelves much, or cackling much, denotes rfli«." 
k "If after rain comes a eold wind, there will be 
more rain** 



The nightly virgin, whilfl her wheel fhe plies, 
Eorcfees the ftorm impending in the fkles. 
When fparkling lamps their fputt'ring light, advance. 
And in their fockets oily bubbles dance. 

DRYDEN's VIRGIL, 

More Prognoftic 5 from the Wind. . 

t^th Rule* When the wind turns to north-eaft, 

and it> continues there two days without rain, and 

does not turn fouth the third day, nor rain the third 

. ^y, // is likely to continue northreajl for eight or nine 

days all. fair ^ and then to come fouth again • 

O 3 i^th 
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15/A Rule.^ If it turn again out of the fonth to 
the north ea*ft with rai-n, and continues in the north- 
eaft two days without rain, and neither turns fouth 
nor rains the third day, it is likely to continue ncPth* 
eaft (wo or three months* 

The wind will fimfh thefe turns in three weeks. 
tSth Rule. After a northerly wind, for the moft^ 
part of two months or more, and then coming fouth, 
there are ujually three or four fair days at firjk^ and 
then an the fourth or fifth day comes rain, or elfe the 
wind turns north again and continues dry. \ 

lyth Rule. If it returns to the fouth within a day 
or two, without rain, and turns northward with rain, 
and returns to the fouth in one or two days, as- 
before, two or three times together after this fort, . 
thfTi It isjikely io be in the fouth or fouth-weft two or- . 
three months together^ as it was ii^ the north before^ 
The winds will finilh thefe turns in a fortnight. 
j^thHule Fair weather for a week, with a foutherly- 
wind, IS likely to produce a great draught, if there has 
been much rain oat of the fouth before. The wind 
ufualJy turns from the north to fouth with a quiet - 
wind without rain ; but returns to the north with a 
"ftrong wind and rain. The flrongeft winds are whciv 
it turns from fouth to north by weft, 

19/A RuU. It you fee a cloud rife againft the- 
wind, or fide wind, when that cloud comes up to 
you, the wind will blow the fame way the cloud earner 
The fame rule holds of a clear place, when all the 
Iky is equally thick, except one clear edge. 

When the north wind firft clears the air, which is 
ufually once a week, he fur e of a fair day or two. 

The foHowii>g are the oblervations ot Lord 
Baccn .* 

When the wind changes conformable to the motiofir' 
of the fun, that is from eaft to fouth, from fouth to 
weft, &c. it feldom goes back ; or if it doeSj it is-- 
only for a fljort time; but if it moves in a contrary 

diie^OD, 
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direftion, viz. from caft to north, from north to weft, 
it generally returns to the former point, at leall be- 
fore it has gone quite through the circle. 

When winds continue to vary for a few lioors, a5 
if it were to try in what point they ihould fettle, and 
afterwards begin to blow conftant, they continue for 
many days. 

If the fouth wind begins for two or three days, 
the north wind will blow fuddenly after it: but it* 
the north wind blows for the fame nrnnber of days, 
the fouth will not rife till after the eaft has blown 
fome time. 

Whatever wind begins to blow in the morning, 
ufually continues longer than that which rifcs in the 
evening. 

Mr. Worlidge obferves, that " if the wind be eaft 
or north- eaft in the fore part of the fummer, the 
weather is likely to continue dry: and if weftward 
toward the end of the fummer, then will it alfo con- 
tinue dry: if in great rains the winds rife or fall, it 
fignifies the rain will forthwith ceafe." 
• " If the colours of the rainbow tend more to red 
than any other colour, wind follows ; if green or blue . 
are predominant, rain.'^ 

The jigns of a Tempejl are theje: 

For ere the rifing winds begin to roar. 
The workirrg fea advances to the ftiore ; . 
Soft whifpers run along the leafy woods, 
And mountains whiflle to the murm'ring floods; . 
And chaff" with eddying' winds is tofs'd around. 
And dancing leaves are^ifted from the ground. 
And floating leather^ on the water play. 

|:>RYD£N'S VIROU.» 
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P'rqgno/lics continued. 



20th RuU. V the laft eighteen days of February^ 
and the firft ten days of March,* are for the moil 
part rainy i then the j^m^ and fummer quarters will 
hefo too: and I never knew a great drought but it 
tntered'm at that feafon. 

21^ Rule* If the latter end oi Sober and begin- 
ning of November are for the moft part warm and 
rainy^ then January and February are likely to be 
Jrqfty and cold, except after a very dry fumraer. 

22t/ Rule. If there, is froft and fnow in OBober 
and November, then January and February are likely 

to be open and mild. 

Mr. Claridge gives "us the following obfervations 
made by our forefathers : 

Janive'er freeze the pot by the fire. 

If the grafs grow in Janiveer, 

It grows the worfe for't all the yean 

The Wfelchman had rather fee his dam on the bier,< 

Than fee a fair Fehrueer. 

March wind and May fun 

Makes clothes white and maids dun. 

When April blows his horn, 

^Tis good both for hay and torn. 

An April flood 

Carries away the frog and her brood. * 

A cold Affly -and windy. 

Makes a full barn and a findy. 

A May floods never did good. . 

A fwarm of bees in May ' \^ 

Is worth a load of hay. , • 

Bfit a fwarm in July 

iM not worth a fiy. 

♦ •Old Stile; 

The 
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The following Rules are laid down by Lord 

Bacon: 

If the wainfcot or walls that ufed iq fweat be drier 
tlian ufual, in the beginmng of winter/or the eves of 
hoiifes drop more flowly than ordinary, it portends a 
hard and froflv winter: forit fhews an inclination ia 
•the air to dry weather, which, in ^winter, is always, 
joined with frofl. 

Generally, a moift and cool fummer portends a 
Jiard winter. 

A hot and dry fnmroer and autumn, efpecially if 
the heat and drought extend far into September, por- 
tend an open beginning of winter, and cold to 
fucceed towards the latter part, and beginning of 
fpring. 

A' warm and open winter portends a hot and dry 
fummer; for the vapours difperfe into the winter 
fhowers , whereas cold and froft keep them in, and 
convey them to the late fpring and following fum- 
mer. 

Birds that cha^nge countries at certain feafon^, if 
they come early, fhew the temper of the weather^ 
according to the country whence they came: as, in 
the winter, woodcocks, fnipesyjieldfares, Slq, if they 
come early, fhew a cold winter; and the cuckoos^ li 
they come, early, fhew a hot fummer to follow, 

A ferene autumn denotes a windy winter; a windy 
winter, a rainy" fpring; a rainy fpring, a ferene fum- 
lyier; a ferene fummer, a windy autumn: fo that the 
air, on a balance, is feldom debtor to itfelf ; nor do 

the feafons fucceed each other in the fame tenor for 

« . ■- » 

two years together. 

Mr. Woriidge remarks, that if at the beginning of 
the winter the fouth-wind blow, and then the north, 
it is likely to be a cold winter ; but if the north-wind 

firft 
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firft blow, and then the fouth, it will be a waltn ani 
inild winter. 

When there are but few nuts, cold and wet har- 
vefts generally follow ; but when there is a great 
ftew of tbenj, hot, heavy, and dry haiivefts fucceed. 
« If the oak bears much maft, it foreOiews a long 
and hard winter* The fame has been gbferved' of * 
hips and haws. 

If broom is full of flowers, it ufually fignifics 
plenty. 

Mark well the flow'ring almonds in the wood ;. 
If odVous blooms the beai;ing branchek load, 
Tha glebe willanfwjer to the Sylvan reign, 
Great heats will follow, and large crops of grain.. 
But if a wood of l^ves o erfbade th« tree, 
Such and fo barren will the harveft be. 
In vain the hind (hall vex the threftiing floor, . 
for empty ch^ff and flraw will be thy flore. 

pR.yi)E^N's VIRGiL.. 

Having now prefented the reader with a magazine^ 
in refpefcl to the art, of angling-*, if it meets with the 
approbation. of expmenced,anglers^ and tyros in th« 
art reap inRruftion from, it, I, (hall think my felf am- 
ply repaid for the pawis.I have been at in compofin^ 
it; and the more converts it makes to a fport, fo 
congenial to my own difpofition, the greater will b^ 
my fatisfa£lion. 

'.Tirrhs uftd by Anglers explained* 

JSiawi, a knot in a. hair of link. 
Bed, hairs bed well when they iwift kindly,. 
Beddings the body of an artificial fly. 
Break, a knot in the joint of a rod* 
^G^in^ a/almoni cut him. ug... 

. ^ CocA 
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Cod, a float cocks when it fwims perpendicular im 
the water. 

l)rag, an inflrument to difentanglc the line* 

Fin a chub, cut him up* 

Frufh a chub, drefs him. t , . 

Gildard, the link of a line. 

Gobbet^ a trout, cut him up. 

Grabble, fifhing on the grabble is when the line is 
fbnk with a running plummet faft to the bottom, f6 
that the hook-link- plays inthe water. 

Hang ajijh, hook him. 

Kink, a hne kinks in trowling, when it is twifled 
between the top of the rod and the ring. 

Ltajh cfjijh, three. 

Pouch\ a pike pouches when he fwallows the bait. 

Prime, fiih are faid to prime when they leap out of' 
the water. ^ 

Shoal, any great number of fifli together. 
Solay a bream, cut him up. 
Splate a pike, cut him up. 
Thrajh, any thing which Twims down the water- 
Trounchen an eel, ciit him up. 
Tujk a barbel, cut him up. 
4(eeryour line, let it off the reel after ftriking. 
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